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Writing Topic

Think of an activity you enjoy.

Choose a time you experienced this activity with friends, family,
classmates, or by yourself.

Write a story with a beginning, middle, and end, so that the reader will
be able to understand what happened. Include specific details so that
anyone who reads it will understand exactly what happened.




Characteristics of the Mode
Narrative Essay - 4th Grade Prompt

CHARACTERISTICS
QF THE
MARRATIVE

Purpose

¥ To tell a story about something that happened that is
real or imagined

Organizational Pattern

% Generally chranological in terms of the story's fimeline
with a clear beginning, middle and end

¥ Sometimes flashbacks may be used

% Ending that helps the reader understand how the
incident resolved itself

Story Elements

» Specific details that make the story seem real or come
to life
v Characters
v Setting
v Incidents/happenings

» Writer may use the first person point of view as the

narrator OR may tell the story from the third person
point of view

Nebraska Department of Education - Stotewide Writing Assessment 2010




Ideas / Content
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Ideas/Content: 4 4-4-4-4

In this response the writer creates a clear understanding of the events of the story, and the content is
well-focused on the soccer game and scoring the first goal with a new team. The writer has provided
numerous relevant details and the storyline is logical, well developed, and easy to follow throughout.
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In this response the writer creates a clear understanding of the events of the story, and the content is
well-focused on the topic of a flight to Florida. The writer has provided numerous relevant details about
the airplane trip, and the storyline is logical and easy to follow throughout.
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In this response the writer creates a general understanding of the events of the story, and the content is
generally focused on a day at Stinson Park. While the conclusion suggests that the main activity in the
story appears to be about flying kites, much of the content is focused on the journey to and from the
park and playing soccer, leaving the central idea of the story less well developed. The writer has
provided adequate related details and the storyline is logical and easy to follow. More numerous
relevant details and elaboration about the activity of flying kites would improve the |deas/Content
score.
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Ideas/Content: 3 3-3-3-3

In this response the writer creates a general understanding of the events of the story, and the content is
generally focused on the time the writer played “Gogo Village” with a sister. While some related details -
about the game are included, they are not numerous and do not provide enough details about Gogo
Village or make it clear as to why it was such an enjoyable activity. The writer cut short the main idea
without telling the reader more (5 more paragraphs worth) about the game and the fun they had. The

storyline is however, generally logical and easy to follow.
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ideas/Content: 2 2-2-3-3
In this response the writer creates a limited understanding of the events of the story. The content is not
particularly focused on the idea of flag football, and the details regarding the activity are limited. A
severe digression from the topic is evident as the writer first details things that went wrong with the day
and then goes on to discuss going out for ice cream and to a movie. These unrelated details make the
storyline become vague and the central idea of flag football being the activity you enjoy is lost.
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Ideas/Content; 2 2-2-2-2
In this response the writer creates a limited understanding of the events of the story. While the writer
seems to have lots of ideas, the content is not particularly focused on the activity of exercise or boxing,
and the supporting details are limited. The content has some digressions from the main idea as the

writer fails to write a story about a time they experienced the activity. Unrelated and occasionally
random details create a somewhat vague, limited storyline.
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ideas/Content: 1 1-1-1-1

in this response, the writer creates little understanding of the events of the story. While the central idea
is about going on some rides at Adventure Land, supporting details are lacking and the storyline is
disconnected and appears to be a somewhat repetitious list of random thoughts.
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Ideas/Content: 1 1-1-1-1

In this brief response, the writer creates little understanding of the events of the story. While the
storyline seems to be about a game of soccer in the backyard, supporting details (other than the number
of goals) are lacking. The content digresses from the topic with the introduction of some random details

that are disconnected from the storyline.
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Organization: 4 4-4-4-4

The structural development of a beginning, middle, and end is effective in this story about the writer’s
first soccer game of the season. Effective transitional phrases at the beginning of each paragraph
successfully connect the main ideas together, and pacing is very well-controlled throughout the
response. A satisfying conclusion that successfully refers back to the discussion of the team standings is
effective. Paragraphing is sound.
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Organization: 4 4-4-4-4

The structural development of a beginning, middle, and end is effective in this story about playing an
outdoor childhood game. Transitions effectively connect the main events of the story in a chronological
order. While the pacing is less well-controlled in the opening paragraph with an extended introduction
of all of their friends and their ages, it improves throughout the response and concludes with a satisfying
description of the feeling of joy in claiming victory over the “older” brother. Paragraphing is sound.
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Organization: 3 . 4-3-4-3

The structural development of a beginning, middle, and end is functional in this story about a bike ride.
While the opening sentence attempts a hook to engage the reader and foreshadow the bumpy ride

d, the story only briefly mentions a bumpy ride and the ending is disappointing. The final two

aragraphs do not influence or benefit the story and do not create a satisfying conclusion to the

narrative. Pacing and paragraphing are therefore generally successful rather than well-controlled and
sound.
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Organization: 3 3-3-3-3

The structural development of a beginning, middle, and end is present in this story about a field trip to
the Scotts Bluff Monument. Transitions that are somewhat functional and repetitious connect the ideas
of the story together in a generally chronological timeline. Paragraphing is generally successful even
though it is not formatted correctly. Pacing is very generally controlled and a simple introductory
sentence and a weak concluding sentence are not effective or engaging.
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Organization: 2 2-2-3-3

The structural development of a beginning, middle, and end is limited in this story about a tablet. The
writer, having failed to tell a story about a time he/she enjoyed an activity, has simply provided a
somewhat random list of ideas describing some details about the tablet. Transitions are weak or missing
and pacing is inconsistent. While there appears to be a simple introduction and ending, paragraphing is

mostly ineffective.
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Organization: 2 2-2-2-3

The structural development of a beginning, middle, and end is limited in this story about a first pet.
Pacing is somewhat inconsistent with large gaps in the timeline and missing important information, as
the writer attempts to cover the entire life of the dog in a fairly brief response. Transitions are weak and
paragraphing is somewhat irregular. The story ends abruptly with the introduction of a new idea that is
left unexplained, leaving the reader somewhat confused and requiring more information to fully
understand the story. '
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Organization: 1 2-1-2-2

The structural development of a beginning, middle, and end is lacking in this response about a tenth
birthday party. Transitions are missing as ideas are presented in a somewhat random order. Pacing is
awkward as the ideas lack any development, and paragraphing is ineffective.
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Organization: 1 1-1-1-1

The structural development of a beginning, middle, and end is lacking in this somewhat brief response
about a certain day. Pacing is awkward and the lack of transitions fails to connect the events of the day
together. Paragraphing is ineffective and there is no ending.
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Voice/Word Choice: 4 4-4-4-4

In this response the wording is expressive and engaging, conveying a strong sense of the writer
throughout the story. The voice is well-suited for the purpose and audience, and the language is specific,
precise and varied throughout.
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Voice/Word Choice: 4 ' 4-4-4-4

In this response the wording is expressive and engaging, conveying a strong sense of the writer
throughout the story. The voice is well-suited for the purpose and audience, and the writer effectively
creates tension and builds anticipation with the use of specific, precise and varied language throughout
the story.
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Voice/Word Choice: 3 4-3-3-3

In this response the wording is generally expressive, and conveys a certain sense of the writer; but not a
strong sense of the writer. The voice is generally appropriate for the purpose and audience, and
Ianguage is generally precise and varied. While some attempts at stronger descriptive language and
dialogue have been made, they are not particularly effective, are not always well-suited for the purpose,
and are not consistent throughout the story.
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Voice/Word Choice: 3 2-2-3-3
In this response the wording is generally expressive, and conveys a sense of the writer. The voice is
generally appropriate for the purpose and audience, and language is generally precise and varied. The

attempt at humorous dialogue during the car ride helps in creating a sense of an impatient, somewhat
sarcastic writer.
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Voice/Word Choice: 2 2-2-2-2

In this response the wording is occasionally expressive, and conveys a limited sense of the writer. A
weaker voice is apparent and an attempt at dialogue does not sound natural. The language is only
occasionally specific and precise.
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Voice/Word Choice: 2 2-2-2-2

In this response the wording is occasionally expressive, and conveys a limited sense of the writer. While
the voice is sometimes appropriate for the purpose and audience, the language is only occasionally
specific and lacks variety.
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Voice/Word Choice: 1 1-1-1-1

In this response the wording is lifeless and mechanical, and conveys little sense of the writer. The voice
is inappropriate for the purpose and audience, and the language is not specific, precise or varied.
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Voice/Word Choice: 1 1-1-1-1

In this response about drawing, the wording is lifeless and mechanical, and conveys little sense of the
writer. The voice is inappropriate for the purpose and audience, and the languagg is not precise or
varied.
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Sentence Fluency / Conventions: 4 4-3-4-4

Sentences vary in length and structure throughout this story about a tenth birthday celebration.
Phrasing consistently sounds natural and conveys meaning. Grammar, usage, punctuation, and spelling
are consistently correct, and fragments are intended for stylistic effect.
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Sentence Fluency / Conventions: 4 4-3-4-4

Sentences vary in length and structure throughout this story about a drawing contest between sisters.
Phrasing consistently sounds natural and conveys meaning. Although the writer continually fails to
capitalize the i, grammar, usage, punctuation, and spelling are consistently correct.
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Sentence Fluency / Conventions: 3 4-4-4-3

Sentences generally vary in length and structure in this story about a trip to Memaorial Stadium. Phrasing
generally sounds natural. Some errors in grammar, usage, punctuation, and spelling are evident, but the

errors do not distract the reader.
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Sentence Fluency / Conventions: 3 "3-3-3-3

Sentences generally vary in length and structure in this story about Independence Day fireworks.
Phrasing generally sounds natural. Grammar, usage, punctuation, and spelling are usually correct and
the errors do not distract the reader.
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Sentence Fluency / Conventions: 2 2-1-2-2
Sentences only occasionally vary in length and structure in this story about the writer’s love for their
ccasionally sounds unnatural. Over extended, run-on sentences sometimes confuse the

bed. Phrasingo
tuation, and spelling are evident in this brief

reader. A number of errors in grammar, usage, punc
response, and may distract the reader.
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Sentence Fluency / Conventions: 2 2-2-2-2

Sentences occasionally vary in length or structure in this brief story about a crazy hair contest. Phrasing
occasionally sounds somewhat unnatural. Run-ons sometimes confuse the reader. Errors in grammar,
usage, punctuation, and spelling, may distract the reader.
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Sentence Fluency / Conventions: 1 2-1-1-1

Sentences seldom vary in length or structure in this story about playing golf. Fragments throughout the
composition confuse the reader, and phrasing sounds awkward and unnatural. Numerous grammar,
punctuation, and spelling errors distract the reader.
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Sentence Fluency / Conventions: 1 1-1-1-1

Numerous grammar, usage, punctuation, and spelling errors distract the reader throughout this story
about a trip to Hawaii. Sentences seldom vary in length or structure and the many fragments and run-
ons confuse the reader. Phrasing sounds awkward and unnatural throughout the response.
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