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Think about a time in your life when you felt happy.

It could be a time when you received an award or gift, heard some good
news, or went someplace fun.

Write a story using specific details so anyone who reads it will
understand what happened and why it made you happy.




CHARACTERISTICS
OF THE
PERSONAL NARRATIVE

Purpose

» To tell a story about something that happened that is
real or imagined

Organizational Pattern

> Generally chronological in terms of the story's timeline
with a clear beginning, middle and end ‘

> Sometimes flashbacks may be used

- » Ending that helps the reader understand how the
incident resolved itself

Story Elements

» Specific details that make the story seem real or come
to life
v' Characters
v' Setting
v' Incidents/happenings

» Weriter may use the first person point of view as the

narrator OR may tell the story from the third person
point of view
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In this response the writer creates a clear understanding of the events of the story, and the content is
well-focused on a Christmas morning and the discovery of a new puppy for the family. The writer has
provided numerous relevant details and the storyline is logical and easy to follow throughout.
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Ideas/Content: 4 4-4-4-4
In this response the writer creates a clear understanding of the events of the story, and the content is
well-focused on the day a baby brother was born. The writer has provided numerous relevant details
and the storyline is logical and easy to follow throughout.
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In this response the writer creates a general understanding of the events of the story, and the content is
generally focused on the time the writer got his first dog. While the central idea of the story is about
getting the dog, much of the content is focused on the journey there, leaving the main part of the story
less well developed. The writer has provided adequate related details and the storyline is logical and

easy to follow.
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In this response the writer creates a general understanding of the events of the story, and the content is
generally focused on a family vacation to lowa. While some related details about the time at a lake and
at an amusement park are included, they are not numerous and do not clearly convey why it made the
writer feel happy. The storyline is generally logical and easy to follow.
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In this response the writer creates a limited understanding of the events of the story. The content is
focused more on the anticipation of getting the dog, and less on the happiest moment when the dog

finally arrives. The storyline needs to be extended to include more relevant details about being happy
“the day | saw him”.
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Ideas/Content: 2 2-2-2-2
In this response the writer creates a limited understanding of the events of the story. While the content
is somewhat focused on a number of fun activities the writer enjoyed while at Coco Keys, a logical and

easy to follow storyline is lacking. The response is a simple list of fun things the writer did, without
developing an adequate story.
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In this brief response, the writer creates little understanding of the events of the story. While the central
idea is about the day his sister stood up, supporting details are lacking.
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In this brief response, the writer creates little understanding of the events of the story. While a
disconnected and somewhat random storyline about going to a skate park with a friend is evident,
supporting details are lacking, and the reader is unclear about what made the writer happy.
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You may use only the pages in the booklet.

Organization: 4 4-4-4-4

The structural development of a beginning, middle, and end is effective in this story about being in the
“Sing Around Nebraska “group. Effective transitional phrases at the beginning of each paragraph
successfully connect the main ideas together, and pacing is very well-controlled throughout the

response. Paragraphing is generally sound and a strong ending effectively wraps up the main idea of the
story.
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Organization: 4 ' 4-4-3-3

The structural development of a beginning, middle, and end is effective in this story about buying an
American Girl doll in Chicago. Strong transitional phrases between paragraphs effectively connect the
events of the story together. Pacing is well-controlled and paragraphing is sound. A satisfying ending ’
effectively wraps up the story, leaving the reader with no doubt about how happy she was to get her
Nikie doll.
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Organization: 3 3-3-3-4

While the structural development of a beginning, middle, and end is present in this story, it is not
particularly effective. The organization begins strongly and the transitions effectively connect the ideas
together, but the pacing is not well controlled, as the story becomes hurried at the end. At the key

_ moment of the story when the writer actually obtains the iPod, the story seems to end suddenly and the

concluding sentence is weak. Paragraphing is generally successful.
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Organization: 3 4-3-4-4
The structural development of a beginning, middle, and end is present in this story about a trip to Coco
Keys. Pacing is generally controlled even though the beginning is somewhat over extended. Transitions
are somewhat functional and connect the ideas of the story together in a generally chronological
timeline. Paragraphing is generally successful even though it is not formatted correctly.
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Organization: 2 3-2-2-3

The structural development of a beginning, middle, and end is limited in this story about a dance
performance. Pacing is somewhat inconsistent and the transitions are repetitious and occasionally weak.
Paragraphing is irregular and the ending does not help the reader understand what it is that happened
that made her so happy.
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Organization: 2 2-2-1-2

The structural development of a beginning, middle, and end is limited in this story about going to Fun
Plex. Pacing is awkward, and weak transitions do not help connect the ideas of the story together.
Paragraphing is irregular.
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Organization: 1 1-1-2-1

The structural development of a beginning, middle, and end is lacking in this response about the day the
writer got a puppy. Pacing is awkward, and paragraphing is ineffective. Transitions are missing as ideas
are presented in a somewhat random order. A weak ending is evident.
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Organization: 1 1-1-1-1

The structural development of a beginning, middle, and end is lacking in this brief response about
helping people. Pacing is awkward and connections are unclear. Paragraphing is ineffective and there is
no ending.
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Voice/Word Choice: 4 4-4-4-4

In this response the wording is expressive and engaging, conveying a strong sense of the writer
throughout the story. The voice is well-suited for the purpose and audience, and the language is specific,
precise and varied throughout.
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Voice/Word Choice: 4 4-4-4-4

In this response the wording is expressive and engaging, conveying a strong sense of the writer
throughout the story. The voice is well-suited for the purpose and audience, and the writer effectively
.creates tension and builds anticipation with the use of specific, precise and varied language throughout

the story.
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Voice/Word Choice: 3

\\

4-4-3-4

In this response the wording is generally expressive, and conveys a certain sense of the writer. The voice
is generally appropriate for the purpose and audience, and language is generally precise and varied.
Some attempts at stronger language while effective, are not consistent throughout the story.
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Voice/Word Choice: 3 3-3-3-3

In this response the wording is generally expressive, and conveys a sense of the writer. The voice is
generally appropriate for the purpose and audience, and language is generally precise and varied.
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You may use only the pages in the booklet
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Voice/Word Choice: 2 3-3-2-3

In this response the wording is occasionally expressive, and conveys a limited sense of the writer. A
weaker voice is somewhat lifeless and inappropriate for the purpose and audience, and the language is
only occasionally specific and precise. '
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Voice/Word Choice: 2 2-3-2-3

In this response the wording is occasionally expressive, and conveys a limited sense of the writer. While
the voice is somewhat appropriate for the purpose and audience, the language is only occasionally

specific and precise.
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Voice/Word Choice: 1 2-2-1-2

In this response the wording is lifeless and mechanical, and conveys little sense of the writer. The voice
is inappropriate for the purpose and audience, and the language is not specific, precise or varied.
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Voice/Word Choice: 1 1-1-1-1

In this response the wording is lifeless and mechanical, and conveys little sense of the writer. The voice
is inappropriate for the purpose and audience, and the language is not specific, precise or varied
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Sentence Fluency / Conventions: 4 ’ 4-4-4-4

Sentences vary in length and structure throughout this story about a plane ride. Phrasing consistently
sounds natural and conveys meaning. Grammar, usage, punctuation, and spelling are consistently
correct.
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Sentence Fluency / Conventions: 4

Sentences vary in length and structure throughout this story about Halloween. Phrasing consistently
sounds natural and conveys meaning. Grammar, usage, punctuation, and spelling are consistently

correct.
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You may use only the pages in the booklet.
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Sentence Fluency / Conventions: 3 3-3-3-3

Sentences generally vary in length and structure in this story about a bird book. Phrasing generally
sounds natural. Run-ons do not confuse the reader. Grammar, usage, punctuation, and spelling are
usually correct. A few errors do not distract the reader.
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Sentence Fluency / Conventions: 3 3-3-3-3

Sentences generally vary in length and structure in this story about a new baby sister. Phrasing generally
sounds natural. Run-ons and fragments do not confuse the reader. While there are a number of errors
in grammar, usage, punctuation, and speliing; especially in the attempts at dialogue, that are
occasionally distracting, the errors do not affect the overall readability of the story.
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Sentence Fluency / Conventions: 2 2-2-2-2

Sentences occasionally vary in length and structure in this story about waiting for a delivery. Fragments
and run-ons, especially in the failed attempts at dialogue, sometimes confuse the reader. Errors in
grammar, usage, punctuation (especially missing quotation marks), and spelling are evident and may
distract the reader. Phrasing occasionally sounds unnatural.

Nebraska Statewide Pilot Prompt 2012



Q%/VI Q\’/ JL\?MM”&:

\NWEIWM W \oﬁ%""“mm@ ANYY R

Vi Uiwar D tendi WS H ol
¥ i

Og | L

Sentence Fluency / Conventions: 2 1-1-1-2

Sentences occasionally vary in length and structure in this brief story about a field trip. Phrasing sounds
somewhat natural. The few errors in grammar, punctuation, and spelling, may distract the reader.
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Sentence Fluency / Conventions: 1 2-2-2-1

Numerous grammar, usage, punctuation, and spelling errors distract the reader throughout this story

about a Swiss Army knife. Fragments and run-ons confuse the reader, and phrasing sounds awkward and
unnatural.
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Sentence Fluency / Conventions: 1 . 1-1-1-1

In this story about a trip to a go-cart park, phrasing sounds awkward and unnatural. Numerous
fragments and run-ons cause confusion, and the grammar, usage, punctuation, and spelling errors
throughout the response distract the reader.
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