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Writing Topic

Think about your dream house. It could be any
place you wish.

Write an essay describing your dream house by
creating a vivid mental picture using sensory details
for the readers so that they can see it, experience it,
and be able to understand why you would want to
live there.




Characteristics of the Mode
Descriptive Essay
8th Grade Prompt

The characteristics are the basic elements of what a descriptive essay should include:
e Purpose
e Organizational Pattern

¢ The prompt is only a doorway into the essay; score the quality of the essay

CHARACTERISTICS
OF THE
DESCRIPTIVE ESSAY

Purpose

> Portrays people. places, or things with vivid details to help the
reader create o mental picture of what is being described

» Involves the reader so that he or she can visualize what or who is
being described

» Creates or conveys a dominant impression of what is being
described through sensory details

» Can be objective or subjective

Organizational Pattern

» Introduction/Beginning
v Establishes the purpose
v Sets the tone for the overall impression
v May begin with a general statement followed by more
specific statements related to the purpose

> Body/Middle
v Specific details, examples or reasons
v Anecdotes or “narrative chunks” moy serve as details or
examples
v Transitions connect the ideas in a logical way
v Transitions assist the flow from paragraph to paragraph
v No prescribed number of paragraphs

» Conclusion/End

v Gracefully ends the essay

v May include a restatement of the writer’s opinion or the
main idea
May summarize the information given in the body

v
v Reader should have a sense that things are “wrapped up.”

Nebraska Department of Education Statewide Writing Assessment 2010
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Holistic scoring of writing is based on the idea that the various components,
characteristics or qualities of a written composition work together to achieve an overall
purpose. While there may be several criteria used fo assess the writing, the rater
assigns a single score that reflects how well the writing meets those criteria overall.

The criteria that raters use to rate the guality of the writing are ideas, organization,
voice, word choice, sentence fluency and conventions.

Using the Scoring Guide to Arrive at a Holistic Score
1. Review the criteria and performance indicators for each of the four main
performance levels on £\e yvvberic

2. Read the entire paper BEFORE attempting to assign a score.

3. Note that performance indicators in the 3 and 4 point score ranges typify a
STRONGER THAN WEAK paper; performance indicators in the 1 and 2 point
score ranges typify a WEAKER THAN STRONG paper.

4. First, DECIDE whether the paper generdlly falls info the STRONGER THAN
WEAK or WEAKER THAN STRONG score point range on the ruiorie

5. Next, review the performance indicators in the appropriate main score point
ranges in order to further clarify your rationale for scoring.

6. Resist the temptation o score each trait individually. Instead, read all the
indicators in a performance level column fo arrive at an overall impression of how
well the writing meets the criteria.

Example 1: -If all or nearly all of the performance indicators in performance
level 3 clearly describe the paper, you would assign a score of 3.

Example 2: If most of the indicators in performance level 3 clearly describe the
paper, and a few of the indicators in performance level 2 also describe
the paper:, you would likely assigna score of 3-.

13
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Example 3: If most of the performance indicators in performance level 3 clearly
describe the paper, and a few of the indicators in performance level
4 also describe the paper, you would likely assign a score of 3+

Example 4: If approximately half of the indicators in performance level 3
clearly describe the paper, and approximately half of the indicators
in performance level 4 also describe the paper, you would likely
assign a score of 3+ or 4-,

Example 5: If approximately half of the indicators in performance level 3
clearly describe the paper, and approximately half of the indicators
in performance level 1 also describe the paper, you should closely
examine the indicators in performance level 2 for an appropriate
description of the writing.

Remember to focus on the main score point levels (e.g. 1, 2, 3, 4) to arrive at a
score. Then use the plus and minus score points, if necessary, to further clarify
your scoring rationale.

7. Inthis process each paper is read twice, and the scores are added together to
determine the student's final score.

8. This scoring process requires:
- scores of agreement
- scores that are adjacent on the continuum of score points

1)

f
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1. Refer often to the ¥ubrie., Don't rely on just your memory or your intuition.

2. Do not score each trait individually. Your score should be based on your overall
impression of how well the student has met the criteria for writing.

3. Think of the 3 and 4 point score ranges as indicating a STRONGER THAN WEAK
paper; the 1 and 2 point score indicate a WEAKER THAN STRONG paper.

4. Remember that you are assessing the writing - not the writer - and only a single
performance at that.

5. Keep in mind that the prompt is only meant to motivate the writer. Score the
quality of the writing.

6. If you believe the writing is OFF TOPIC but SCORABLE, consult with your- beam
leader before proceeding with scoring procedures. (e.g. a paper that is:
- written on a topic somewhat related to the prompt
« written in the appropriate mode
- able to be scored using the criteria and performance indicators on the
scoring guide)

7. If you think a paper might be a CRISIS PAPER (e.g., a paper that includes
references to suicide, child abuse, drug abuse, or others topics of concern), -
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Anchor Papers




Writing Topic

2011

Think about your dream house. It could be any place you wish.

Write an essay describing your dream house by creating a vivid mental picture using sensory
details for the readers so that they can see it, experience it, and be able to understand why you

would want to live there.

2010

Write an essay describing your most memorable time of year. It could be related to a season, a
holiday, or an event. Use specific sensory details so that anyone reading your essay will be able
to create a mental picture and understand why it is memorable to you.




Score Point 1
Anchor 2010

My favorite time of year is summer because of the sights, smells,
Tastes The reason I like going to the pools is to swim AND T Also like
the smell of the chlorine. When I go to Norsports I like to see the
track AND hear the loud go carts on the track. Next I like going to
Dairy Queen because I love their chocolate ice cream cones. Then I am
going to go to the grand island water park and go on the slides with my
friends. Every summer my friends and I go to a water park and we
always go in the tube slides those slides are the best ever. After all
summer is really fun.

Rationale for Scoring:

e Creates little picture of what is being described and description is missing

e Structural development does not include an introduction, body, and conclusion
e Conveys little sense of the person behind the words

e Lacks vivid words or phrases

e Phrasing is choppy, incomplete, rambling or awkward

e Errors in grammar, usage, punctuation, and spelling throughout distract the
reader; paragraphing is missing.



Score Point 1
Anchor 2011
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Rationale for Scoring:
e Lacks supporting details
o Transitions are missing
e Conveys no sense of the person behind the words
e A few vivid words or phrases
e Sentences almost never vary in length or structure

e Paragraphing is missing




Score Point 2
Anchor 2010

Have you ever been on a trip where you had memorable moments. I do,
And T stil remember the trip to mexico. I like The things I saw, heard,
and the way I felt.

I saw lots of things like, my fathers old home, and family like cousins
and ant's. I saw that my cousins were older, butt shorter than me. I saw
my dads family like mom, bad, brothers.

When I heard I was going to mexico I was surprise. I felt good talking
with my cousins and hearing there voice, when I was there, and I would
wake up, it wpoi:d be from the sond of a roster or the cooking of my
aint,

It felt good to be in mexico It's like I belong there. I know my father
missis mexico. To me It felt like I was living there for a while and not
Just a visit,

Rationale for Scoring:

e Creates a limited picture of what is being described
e Sequencing is somewhat logical

e s occasionally expressive

e Language is occasionally specific and precise

¢ Sentences occasionally vary in length or structure

e Phrasing occasionally sounds unnatural

e Errors in grammar, usage, punctuation, and spelling may distract the reader
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Rationale for Scoring:

Description is limited or missing

Sequencing is somewhat logical; transitions are missing



Limited sense of the person behind the words
Lacks vivid words or phrases; language is neither specific nor precise
Phrasing occasionally sounds unnatural

Errors in conventions tend to distract the reader




Score Point 3
Anchor 2010

Everyone has a favorite season of the year wheather it be Summer, Spring, Fall, or
Winter. My favorite season is Baseball season because that is the time of the year when
more things are able to be done.

One supporting reason I like this season is because, first off I can do more things and
It's the season of one of my favorite sports. As you might have aiready guessed I play
baseball, but you probly didn't know I play for B.J.S.A; B.J.S.A. stands for B

Junior Sports Association. B.J.S.A. is a sports organization that offers a multitude of
different sports. I play for the B Bruins. I have played for this team for two
years now.

T can remember many of the games I played last year, partly because they were fun, and
partly because they were unorthodox. Either way I still had fun. For instance, every
game we have you can always hear the crowd. Cheering and sometimes the occasional
shout of a parent to their child to help them. Another small thing that makes the memory
memorable is the smell of all the delicious food, from hot dogs to nachos it all blends.

The last game of the season had some of the best weather ever. It was nice and warm
with a gentle breeze to keep you cool. Also the breeze would carry the mouth watering
aroma of tasty food of f at the stands. All of these things combined with the great game,
with plenty of amazing plays to watch make my memory of baseball season what it is now.

All of the things I described happen most years, and I remember most of the years for
that reason. Finally, those are the reasons Baseball season means what it does to me.

Rationale for Scoring:

e Creates a general picture and is focused on the prompt

Functional introduction, body and conclusion with functional and logical sequencing
e Conveys a general sense of the person behind the words

e Language is generally appropriate for purpose audience

e Phrasing generally sounds natural and conveys meaning

e Attempts at paragraphing are generally successful

e Afew errors in grammar, usage punctuation and spelling do not distract the reader



Score Point 3
Anchor 2011
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Paper for Statewnde Writing Pilot Prompt  final copy
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Rationale for Scoring:
e Creates a general picture; focused on the prompt
e Structural development includes a functional introduction, body, and conclusion
e Conveys a general sense of the person behind the words; tone is generally appropriate
e Language is usually specific and precise; some vivid words and phrases
e Sentences generally vary in length and structure; phrasing generally sounds natural

e Paragraphing is generally successful; few errors in grammar, usage, punctuation, and spelling



Score Point 4
Anchor 2010

Many people look forward to a special time of year. Whether it be Christmas or summer
break, everyone has a certain time of year that they can count down to. My favorite fime
of year can never be counted down to because it's always a surprise. My favorite time of
year is the first day of spring.

First of f, when T wake up on that first day of spring, I can just sense the good weather
and fresh air. Everything seems to come out of the haze of winter and into the crisp,
clean focus of spring. A peek of blue-ish morning light sets a cool-tempurature tone on
the day. Early-morning dew shimmers on grass-not yet warmed by the afternoon sun.
Birds and squirrels come out of their hiding places and into the fresh welcome of a new
season.

Continuing, as my senses perk up from the film of sleep, I start to notice the high
melody of birds singing into the spring air. The neighborhood is quiet and frozen, but the
soaring pitch of the little birds slices through the silence of my street. Squirrels
chatter excitedly in the highest branches of the tree outside my window. Their claws
scratch across bark in the familiar sounds of their scamper through our maple tree.

Also, a cool dampness seems to wrap around everything as cold, wet air meets the bare
flesh of my arm as I head out the door, mountainous goosebumps rise on my skin.
Fridged, dank grass brushes past my exposed feet as I bounce across the yard in my
flip-flops.

To sum up, maybe you can see why I love that first day of spring. It sneaks up on you in
all its wonderful glory & washes the world in the sights, sounds, & feelings of spring.
Everything is clean, new, and fresh, giving the world a new start, a new chance, and a new
beginning.

Rationale for Scoring:

e Creates clear picture of what is being described; numerous supporting and
relevant details

e Structural development includes an effective introduction, body, and
conclusion; pacing is well controlled

¢ Individualistic, expressive, and engaging throughout

e Effectively uses vivid words and phrases



Sentences vary in length and structure; phrasing consistently sounds natural and
conveys meaning

Paragraphing is sound; conventions, especially grammar and spelling may be
manipulated for stylistic effect



Score Point 4
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wi\\ Wals noana in Hae  o)C T\/\P ?Ioum@ o\Ne
i Soen%j of \O\O%V\der and sweel DEeA, The aouvwdg
o v hyees émncma nthe wind ond P
qus hOnocfs iy \@Hmc\ %0\0)4 ()H’\Qlf can be heord in
P niaht. N‘&‘es hiss in the Qrkness ok sa
oher asobhe P inhk s on, Th \/\Uf)a\f\J WEALWS
o be  heord Aow_and niaht ag 4 Coks
seartn Yor Pood . <

The wnobhwalering tose of Fesin o led

Yoods s Sovm)(\ﬁtm No it Hind 1n Hﬂ%(ﬁ?\)
M YPQ\K%Q‘VHV\Q i ?f\hlﬁ; 'H’)Or\' con be Grouor\

N _vour \oacfuar(k CMindes e u)\fN \%)mo

e gob e, T Dn Pk o b hm&m

Pt 0 ool vard o endiess hnSS)\m\\Sr\FS

“On W vy denn Weose 1< Df@e)r

A\

only P, et 3o da \%% fod vl F

or)e >J1‘)) 0N he w Wy + \ove Hu Cmm((\jjf

Rationale for Scoring

Creates a clear picture of what is being described
Sequencing is thoughtful, logical and effective

Conveys a strong sense of the person behind the words
Effectively uses vivid words and phrases

Sentences vary in length and structure throughout

Grammar, usage, punctuation, and spelling are mostly correct
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