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Commissioner of Education

FROM: Margaret Worth, General Counsel

SUBJECT: DPolicy Review Information Item

PROPOSED BOARD ACTION

State Board Policies G1, G2 and B2 for review.

BACKGROUND INFORMATION

State Board Bylaw B8 requires that all State Board Policies, including Bylaws, Internal Policy
Directives and General Education Policies, be reviewed by the Board every four years. Pursuant to
the review schedule implemented by the State Board’s Policy Committee, State Boatd Policies G1,
G2 and B2 are submitted for review.

If the Commissioner, Board President ot any Board member believes that action or refertal to the
Policy Committee is necessary in connection with these Policies, an apptoptiate motion may be
placed on the Agenda for the February Board meeting.

Pursuant to B8, Policy G1 will expite on September 5, 2012, and Policy G2 will expire on October
6, 2012, unless revised or reaffirmed priot to that date. Policy B2 will remain in effect indefinitely
until revised ot rescinded.

Estimated Cost

Supporting Documentation Included: Board Policies B8, G1, G2, and B2.

For additional information on this item: Call Margaret Worth (402) 471-0310 ot e-mail
Margaret. Worth@nebraska.gov
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Policy. Bylaw, and Position Statement Development

The State Board may change its existing policies, bylaws or position statements or
adopt new policies, bylaws, or position statements at any time, on its own motion or
upon recommendation by the Commissioner.

All State Board policies, bylaws and position statements shall be included on the
State board’s webpage.

All State Board policies, bylaws and position statement are to be reviewed by the
Board every four years and the Commissioner will recommend a subsequent review
date when each new policy is proposed.

The State Board’s general education policies or position statements (designated by
the letter “G”) shall expire four years after their adoption unless revised or
reaffirmed by the State Board prior to expiration. Starting on October 6, 2010,
general education policies or position statements that are more than four years old
shall expire on October 6, 2012, unless revised or reaffirmed prior to that date.

The State Board’s procedural bylaws (designated by the letter “B”) and the State
Board’s internal policy directives (designated by the letter “D”) shall remain in full
force and effect until amended or rescinded by the State board.

The General Counsel will review all Board policies, bylaws and position statements
annually for compliance with state law.

All State Board resolutions, except those honoring an individual, shall contain an
expiration date.
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Board Action History

«  12/10/76
Prior BD-1 (Statement of Board authority and foremost consideration.)
Prior BDA-2 (Systematic procedures for policy adoption.)
Prior BDE-2 (Annual policy review.)

« 12/7/84 — Prior 9311 BOP
(Replace 1976 policies with statement that Board can change or adopt policies at any time.)

+ 12/8/95 — Prior B8
(Added 5-vote requirement and 3-year minimum review.)

+ 6/7/02 — Prior B8
(5-vote requirement deleted.)

« 9/7/06 — B8
(Added references to bylaws and position statements, changed 3 to 2 year reviews, added annual
General Counsel law review.)

« 10/6/10 — B8

(Changed 2 to 4 year reviews and clarified expiration dates of policies, bylaws and position
statements approved by the State Board.)

Cross-References

+  79-301(2) - The State Board’s duty to form policy.

+  79-315 — The State Board’s power to organize itself.
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Nondiscrimination and Equal Educational Opportunity in Schools

The State Board believes that all children enrolled in public schools are entitled to
equal educational opportunity without regard to race, color, sex, or national origin.
The same policy has been adopted by the Congress of the United States at 20 U.S.C.
1701. In addition, the Nebraska Legislature has declared, at Section 7 9-2,116 R.R.S.,
that it shall be an unfair or discriminatory practice for any educational institution (as
defined in Section 79-2,115 R.R.S.) to discriminate on the basis of sex in any program
or activity. '

The State Board further believes that all resident children with disabilities are
entitled to special education programs and transportation. The Nebraska Legislature,
at Section 79-1127 R.R.S., requires the board of education of every school district to
provide or contract for such programs.

Board Action History

12/10/76 — Prior JA

(Equal educational opportunity for students
statement mentoring: race, color, creed, place of
residence, or physical or mental handicaps.)

12/7/84 — Prior 0521GP
(Renumbered)

12/8/95 — G1
(Revised to reference federal law section.)

« 09/05/08 - G1
(Revised

Cross-References
20 U.S.C. 1701
79-2,116

79-1127
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Nebraska K-12 Health Education Framework Policy

The Nebraska K-12 Health Education Framework is designed to provide direction,
focus, and coordination for best practices in all areas of health education instruction.
The framework is designed to help local school districts make decisions regarding local
curriculum development. The framework also encourages the development of health-
literate individuals who are critical thinkers, self-directed learners, effective
communicators, and responsible productive citizens.

As a matter of state-level education policy, the State Board of Education supports an
abstinence* [The State Board of Education adopted specific Abstinence-Based
Guidelines for use in all units involving family life/sexuality education] approach to
risk behaviors associated with tobacco, alcohol, drugs and sexual activity.

The State Board of Education recognizes the right of school districts to maintain local
control, to address local community concerns, and to use instructional approaches
other than those contained in this document.

NOTE: The Board minutes from October, 1997, reflect that the State Board
climinated the word “only” in Section I and on page 96 of the K-12 Health Education
Frameworks.

Board Action History

11/9/77 — PRIOR IBDA
(Former health education policy, repealed when
1984 Policy Manual was adopted.)

»  6/7/02 — G2 (NEW)
(Previously adopted 10/11/97 as a preface to the
K-12 Health Education Framework document.)

Cross-References

92 NAC 10

G3
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Public Statements

Board members have the responsibility to make it clear when they are speaking on
their own behalf that they are not representing the Board. When directed by the
full Board, or as directed by Board President, they may speak on behalf of the
Board.

Board Action History

«  7/2/79 — Prior BBB
(Board not bound by statements or actions of
members, except as delegated by policy or
majority vote)

»  12/7/84 — Prior 9020 BOP
(Renumbered, but text unchanged)

+  12/8/95 — Prior B2
(Renumbered and rewritten — same as 9/7/06
text)

+ 9/7/06 —B2
(Text unchanged)

Cross-References

» State Board Bylaw B21.

« 79-301(2) — State Board acts as a unit.
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