TO:

Roger Breed, Ed.D.


Commissioner of Education

FROM:
Melody Hobson, Co-Administrator



Office of Early Childhood
SUBJECT:
Memorandum of Understanding between Nebraska Department of Health and Human Services and Nebraska Department of Education regarding Child Care Development Funds
PROPOSED BOARD ACTION

Grant the Commissioner the authority to enter into a memorandum of understanding between the Nebraska Department of Education and the Nebraska Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS) for the use of Child Care and Development Block Grant Quality Funds. 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION
The attached memorandum of understanding is between the Nebraska Department of Health and Human Services and the Nebraska Department of Education (NDE).  It outlines the use of the quality set-aside portion of Nebraska’s share of the federal Child Care Development Fund (CCDF).  The Nebraska Department of Health and Human Services and NDE enter into an annual memorandum of understanding for the use of CCDF funds to carry out relevant provisions of the Quality Child Care Act (Neb. Rev. Stat. sections 43-2601 to 43-2625).

The attached agreement is for the use of $1,514,330 and funds approximately 7.6 full time equivalent positions in the Office of Early Childhood at NDE.  These staff positions support the state training and early childhood systems infrastructure with a special emphasis on providers who serve low income children from families receiving child care subsidy.  The MOU outlines the use of programmatic funds for the TEACH Nebraska scholarship program for early childhood professionals as well as providing majority funding for the Nebraska Early Learning Connection (Nebraska’s system of regional training coalitions and professional development partnerships which are accessible to all state funded preschool, Sixpence, early childhood special education, community childcare, and Head Start staff across the state).  

Estimated Cost
$1,514,330 from Nebraska Department of Health and Human Services to NDE
Supporting Documentation Included:  Memorandum of Understanding
For additional information on this item:  Melody Hobson, (402) 471-0263, or email melody.hobson@nebraska.gov
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MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING

Between the Nebraska Department of Health and Human Services
And the Nebraska Department of Education

This memorandum of understanding (hereinafter MOU)) sets out the agreement between the
Nebraska Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS), a code agency of the State of
Nebraska, and the Nebraska Department of Education (NDE), a non-code agency of the State of
Nebraska.

Whereas, DHHS Division of Children and Family Services has been designated by the Governor
of Nebraska as the State Lead Agency for the Child Care and Development Fund (CCDF) (45
C.F.R. § 98.10 et seq.

Whereas, the Lead Agency has the responsibility and authority to administer and/or implement
child care programs, directly or indirectly, through other local agencies whether public, private,
non-profit, or for-profit.

Whereas, the Lead Agency may administer or implement the CCDF program indirectly, but must
have a written agreement with such agencies that specify mutual roles and responsibilities.

Whereas DHHS Division of Public Health has the authority to coordinate the imposition of
standards on providers of programs (Neb. Rev. Stat. §§ 71-1908 to 71-1923) and has the
responsibility to license early childhood programs; conduct inspections; conduct complaint
investigations on licensed programs and illegally operating unlicensed programs; deliver orientation
training; initiate appropriate negative actions based on violations of regulations; and other activities
necessary to enforce regulations and statutes.

Whereas, NDE pursuant to Neb. Rev. Stat. §§ 79-1101 to 79-1103, has the purpose of providing
state assistance for: early childhood education training and early childhood projects, to encourage
coordination between public and private service providers of early childhood education and child
care.

Whereas, NDE pursuant to Neb. Rev. Stat. § 43-2607, shall administer the Early Childhood
Program Training Fund to enhance, provide, and coordinate training for providers of programs
with emphasis on coordination of and dissemination of information about existing training
opportunities.

Whereas, DHHS is desirous of entering into this MOU for the provision of developing and
supporting accessible, affordable, quality child care, professional development for child care
providers, infant/toddler, school-age care, assistance and information for parents needing child
care.

Now, therefore, the parties agree as follows:
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TERM OF AGREEMENT:

This MOU shall be in effect from October 1,2010 through September 30, 2011, unless
otherwise terminated as provided herein below.

SCOPE OF SERVICES:

Neb.Rev.Stat. § 43-2620 mandates that the Department of Health and Human Services and
the State Department of Education shall collaborate in their activities. Therefore, DHHS
and NDE agree to operate under the general conditions specified below.

A, Statement of Understanding:
DHHS and NDE are committed to planning together and having open lines of
communication in undertaking and carrying out activities for the care and education of
children. This includes early childhood through school-age care.

1) Meeting dates will be jointly established when such meetings are necessary to carry out the
activities described herein.

2) Whenever appropriate, communication and materials relating to early childhood through
school-age care and education will be produced collaboratively and will carry such
indication thereon.

3) All agencies will promote the inclusion of related interagency functions such as services
to young children with disabilities.

4) All agencies will ensure that its subgrantees and/or subcontractors comply with all state
and federal rules and regulations for the administration of the funds specified herein,
including audit requirements under the Office of Budget and Management Circular A-133.
All agencies will provide a copy of the circular A-133 to its subgrantees and/or
subcontractors.

B. Collaborative Activities for October 1,2010 through September 30,2011:
Neb. Rev. Stat. §§ 43-2620 the Quality Child Care Act, states that DHHS and NDE shall
collaborate in their activities. The statute further identifies a list of activities in which these
entities may collaborate. Based on the menu of activities listed in the statute, DHHS and
NDE hereby agree to the following priorities for this period:

1. Encourage the development of comprehensive systems of child care programs and early
childhood education programs that promote the wholesome growth and educational
development of children, regardless of the child's level of ability.

a) DHHS Division of Children and Family Services shall perform all duties and obligations as
lead agency pursuant to 45 C.F.R. § 98.10 et seq., and will administer the Child Care and
Development Fund and other such federal and state funds that are assigned to DHHS
Division of Children and Family Services for the provision of child care services.

b) DHHS Division of Children and Family Services has overall administrative
responsibility for the CCDF.

¢) DHHS Division of Public Health will administer the CCDF activities and funds
assigned by DHHS Division of Children and Family Services to the Division of Public
Health for the provision of licensing early childhood programs, conducting inspections,
conducting complaint investigations on licensed programs and illegally operating
unlicensed programs, deliver orientation training, initiate appropriate negative actions
based on violations of regulations, maintain a computerized listing of licensed
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programs accessible and user-friendly to the public, and other activities necessary to
enforce licensing regulations and licensing statutes as outlined in Attachment #1.
Attachment #1 is hereby incorporated and becomes a part of this Memorandum of
Understanding.

d) NDE will administer CCDF activities and funds assigned to NDE for the provision of
professional development and quality improvement supplementary activities for early
childhood and school-age care, early childhood special education, and family literacy
programs and services as outlined in Attachment #2. Attachment #2 is hereby
incorporated and becomes a part of this Memorandum of Understanding.

Benchmarks:

e The activities will be reported by DHHS Division of Public Health and NDE in the required
quarterly reports as noted in Attachments #3 and #4.

Encourage and promote the provision of parenting education, developmentally appropriate
activities, and primary prevention services by program providers and early learning guidelines
that promote positive child development and school readiness.

a) NDE, through the Early Childhood Training Center (ECTC), will utilize the funds available to
enhance, provide, and coordinate training opportunities for child care and early childhood
education staff. Activities related to the Quality Child Care Act will include:

i)  The coordination of training concerning health, education, safety, and developmental
needs of children (See also Section 8 below.);

ii) The development of strategies for information exchange statewide to assure that all early
childhood care and education staff are aware of training opportunities and that training
efforts are enhanced through cooperative planning;

iii) Assistance to communities in the development of comprehensive early childhood
training plans;

iv)  The coordination of programs targeted to parents needing or using child care to assist
them in selecting optimum child care settings;

v)  The continuation of specialized training regarding the care of children with disabilities;

vi) Information about media resources provided to all relevant DHHS staff, Child Care
Food Program sponsors, and regional and local training providers receiving grants; and

vii) Efforts to identify and support consultation or coaching for early care and education
staff requesting such assistance.

Benchmarks:

e These activities will be carried out by the continued operation of the ECTC website and
training registry calendar.

e Activities conducted will be noted in the NDE Quarterly Reports including itemized
expenditures for these activities as available on NIS.

b) DHHS will assist child care providers in identifying training needs.

i) NDE will continue to administer the Regional Training Coalitions/Early Childhood
Professional Development Partnerships, referred to as the Early Learning Connection.
ii) These coalitions/partnerships will conduct training and professional development
activities based on federal, state and local priorities. DHHS and NDE identify federal
and state priorities for the coalitions/partnerships. The coalitions/partnerships conduct
local training needs assessments to identify local priorities. The coalitions/partnerships
complete professional development/training logs quarterly which are submitted to NDE
as part of the annual report to document responsiveness to identified federal, state and
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local priorities. NDE and the ECTC will facilitate the implementation of the
Professional Development Strategic Plan (see draft plan in Attachment 6) to include all
funding stakeholders and the Regional Training Coalitions/Early Childhood
Professional Development Partnerships to reflect roles, responsibilities, goals, and
activities.

¢) To assist early care and education staff to select appropriate training, NDE and
DHHS will maintain and disseminate information on available training via the Early Childhood
Training Center and the Regional Training Coalitions/Early Childhood Professional
Development Partnerships known as the Early Learning Connection.

i) NDE through the ECTC will assure the Regional Training Coalitions/Early Childhood
Professional Development Partnerships demonstrate commitment to goals and activities
which:
e Are based on assessments of the training needs in their areas,
e Coordinate existing and new training opportunities,
e  Are collaborative in providing training that is open to those who work with
young children and their families in all types of early childhood settings,
e Support training and technical assistance to all persons working with children
with disabilities birth to age five and their families,
Promote professional development and program improvements activities,
e Maximize the use of existing resources and collaborate to access additional
resources,
e Increase the use of technology to facilitate collaboration and professional
development, and
e Support and assist with the refinement and implementation of the strategic plan
for professional development in early care and education.

Benchmark:

e Continued implementation of the Professional Development Strategic Plan developed
by NDE, the ECTC, DHHS Division of Children and Family Services, and the Early
Childhood Professional Development Partnerships/Regional Training Coalitions.

See draft plan found in Attachment #6.
Data tracking on grants and expenditures.
e Strategies to support inclusion will continue to be identified.

d) The process will incorporate the Child Development Associate (CDA) credential
competencies and will include training levels, expected competencies and an evaluation
process. Additionally, NDE and DHHS will provide at no charge to one another,
and the Regional Training Coalitions/Early Childhood Professional Development
Partnerships, lists in label format such that information and upcoming training events can
be distributed to audiences across the state, using up-to-date rosters for mailings.

¢) DHHS Division of Children and Family Services and Division of Public Health will
collaborate to submit information to be included in the NDE Regional Training
Coalition/Early Childhood Professional Development Partnership newsletters and will
contribute articles as needed.

Benchmark:
o Dissemination of newsletters to providers.
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f) NDE will lead, through the ECTC, in the implementation of Nebraska’s
Early Learning Guidelines as required for CCDF. DHHS Division of Children and
Family Services and Division of Public Health will be active partners in
the implementation of the guidelines. The Early Learning Guidelines series cover
children from 0-5, will soon include Kindergarten age, and include the domains of
cognitive (language, literacy, and numeracy), social-emotional, and physical
development. They will continue to be implemented in connection to core knowledge and
competencies of caregivers, program quality components, parent involvement and
education, and public policy and awareness. Kindergarten Early Learning Guidelines are
in the process of development. The process for implementation of the guidelines through
statewide awareness, training, and support will be inclusive and involve wide distribution,
feedback, and involvement from stakeholders across Nebraska. Additionally, NDE and
DHHS Division of Children and Family Services will work together to embed the Early
Learning Guidelines into current activities related to early care and education across
Nebraska to maximize awareness of and utilization of the guidelines. NDE will assure
that the Early Childhood Core Competencies are further embedded throughout the early
care and education system, which will specify what all adults who work with children
need to know, understand, and be able to do to support children’s development and school
readiness. This next year will include activity related to overall awareness and training on
the competencies, as well as the finalization and dissemination of the Nebraska School
Age and Youth Development Core Competencies.

Benchmark:
e DHHS Division of Children and Family Services and NDE through the ECTC will
continue to carry out the Professional Development Strategic Plan. Each strategy has
indicated timelines for completion.

3. Facilitate cooperation between the private and public sectors in order to promote the expansion
of child care.

NDE, DHHS Division of Children and Family Services, and DHHS Division of Public

Health will collaborate to address issues of resource and referral in Nebraska.

a) NDE and DHHS Division of Children and Family Services, and DHHS Division of
Public Health will coordinate public education and media information concerning early
care and education issues and activities.

b) NDE, DHHS Division of Children and Family Services, and DHHS Division of
Public Health will collaborate with public and private sector agencies, committees,
and organizations that provide and/or advocate on behalf of the development and
improvement of early care and education services. At a minimum, this will include
collaboration with the Early Childhood Interagency Coordinating Council and
continuation of support to the “Learning From Day One” Public Awareness Campaign.

¢) NDE, DHHS Division of Children and Family Services, and DHHS Division of
Public Health will collaborate to address issues of out-of-school time care through
efforts to promote and expand upon the statewide network of Community Learning
Centers (CLC).

d) NDE, and DHHS Division of Children and Family Services will provide technical
assistance to school-age care providers.

e) NDE will provide educational materials to serve as professional development resources
to school-age care providers.
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f) NDE will continue to administer and initiate revisions and/or supplementation of
School-Age Connections, an on-line training series for school-age care providers, and
will explore options to update and expand training for school-age care providers.

g) NDE will continue to disseminate core competencies for school-age care providers,
aligning with the Early Childhood Core Competencies document. This will be done in
collaboration with the CLC network.

h) NDE, and DHHS Division of Children and Family Services will continue participation
on committees of the CLC Network.

i) NDE will support the dissemination of program quality framework and supporting
materials as developed by the CL.C Network.

j) NDE will provide curriculum materials to the NDE 21* Century grant programs.

k) NDE will support, in partnership with the CLC Network, the identification of trainers
with school-age expertise.

Benchmarks:

The “Learning From Day One” Public Awareness Campaign is carried out according to
the specifications of the subgrant between DHHS Division of Children and Family
Services and the Nebraska Children and Families Foundation.

The Community Learning Center Network initiative is carried out in accordance with
the specifications of the subgrant between DHHS Division of Children and Family
Services and the Nebraska Children and Families Foundation, and the Community
Learning Center strategic plan.

Continued development of the draft core competencies for school-age care providers.
NDE 21* Century grant programs will receive curriculum materials and access to on-
line resources. Data will be reported per Attachment #4 regarding all work targeted at
school-aged care providers.

A current listing of school-age trainers will be maintained by the ECTC.

4. Support whenever possible continuing study of the need for child care and early childhood
education and the most effective methods by which these needs can be served through
governmental and private programs.

2)

b)

c)

NDE, DHHS Division of Children and Family Services, and DHHS Division of Public
Health will respond to requests for information from the Early Childhood Interagency
Coordinating Council and other related task forces and advisory groups of common purpose.
NDE, DHHS Division of Children and Family Services, and DHHS Division of Public
Health will continue to monitor funding resources and make relevant information available to
other state and community agencies and groups.

NDE and DHHS Division of Children and Family Services will work together to fulfill the
requirements of LB 1256 passed by the 2006 Nebraska Legislature, the Early Childhood
Education Endowment Fund.

Benchmark:

The Endowment Fund allocation process is in place. Grants have been awarded, technical
assistance is offered, and ongoing monitoring will occur.

Resource materials and professional development provided to grant programs are noted in the
NDE quarterly report.

5. Coordinate activities with other state agencies serving children and families.

-
pl
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a) NDE, DHHS Division of Children and Family Services, and DHHS Division of
Public Health will collaborate with relevant State agencies and the Head Start-State
Collaboration Office to identify strategies and to produce materials to assist communities in
planning for early care and education services.

b) NDE, DHHS Division of Children and Family Services and DHHS Division of Public
Health will collaborate with all other state agencies serving children and families to coordinate
information and resources, which address early childhood care and education issues and
services.

Benchmarks:

e NDE and DHHS work within the parameters of the interagency agreement to support
collaboration among Early Childhood Education grant programs, Head Start, and Child Care
stakeholders.

e NDE and DHHS continue to hold periodic meetings with state-level representatives of the
Early Childhood Education Grant programs, Head Start, and Child Care stakeholder groups.

e NDE and DHHS continue to make information from these meetings available to
stakeholders.

6. Oversee professional development activities of child care providers.

a) DHHS Division of Children and Family Services will provide funding for T.E.A.C.H., and
NDE will administer the program. NDE will continue to convene quarterly TEACH
planning meetings with DHHS, and the Nebraska Association for the Education of Young
Children lead members to guide the work and collaborate in addressing issues and to provide
support to TEACH. NDE will issue a Request For Proposals for continuance of the
T.E.A.C.H. program beyond the 2011 year.

b) DHHS Division of Children and Family Services will provide funding for reimbursement
for Management Training and NDE will administer the training through the ECTC.

¢) DHHS Division of Children and Family Services will provide funding for the Regional
Training Coalitions/Early Childhood Professional Development Partnerships and NDE will
administer the Regional Training Coalitions/Early Childhood Professional Development
Partnerships.

d) NDE through the ECTC in consultation with DHHS Division of Children and Family
Services and Division of Public Health, will continue to support multiple modes for
delivery of professional development training and support.

¢) DHHS Division of Public Health will continue to provide orientation training on the
licensing regulations to promote compliance with applicable licensing statutes and
regulations. DHHS Division of Public Health will provide ongoing consultation and
enforcement activities to ensure compliance with such licensure statutes and regulations.

f) DHHS Division of Children and Family Services will administer the Early Head Start
Initiative to Promote Quality.

g) DHHS Division of Children and Family Services will provide Quality Improvement Grants
to promote quality improvements in licensed child care settings and License Exempt Grants
to promote quality improvements for license exempt providers. DHHS Division of Children
and Family Services will continue the full implementation of License Exempt Quality
Incentive Payments to promote acquisition of training and information on health, safety, and
promotion of early learning among License Exempt child care providers.

h) NDE, through the ECTC, will implement strategies of regular communication with license-
exempt providers.

Benchmarks:
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e Submission of T.E.A.C.H. quarterly reports and annual reporting of outcomes and

activities.

Tracking of the Early Childhood Management Training support.

Implementation of “Family Child Care as a Business” training.

Implementation of legislatively required health and safety curriculum.

Data tracking of grants and expenditures.

Early Head Start Infant/Toddler Quality Initiative data tracking on activity and

outcomes.

e Quarterly report tracking of activity with license-exempt providers by Child Line
specialist.

7. Support resource and referral services for parents and providers.

a) The ECTC will continue to staff the statewide toll-free information line, located at
the ECTC, for early childhood care and education providers.

b) NDE, DHHS Division of Children and Family Services, and DHHS Division of Public
Health will continue to identify, problem solve, and support the intersecting data needs of
child care licensing data on the Licensing Information System and Child Care Subsidy
information on NFOCUS, working out system communication and data collection issues
between NFOCUS and LIS.

¢) Work will also continue on enhancing information on LIS regarding inspection findings,
complaint investigations, and negative/discipline action, as well as including notations of
child care subsidy, and accreditation. ECTC will pursue the ability to obtain usable
USDA Food Program participation information

d) NDE will administer, through the ECTC, a statewide Resource and Referral service to
parents. This Resource and Referral FTE will perform tasks such as but not limited to:
collaboration with other local and community-based Resource and Referral sources in
order to coordinate efforts; perform outreach and awareness efforts (such as booths at
conferences, public awareness presentations, etc.) to publicize the technical support and
consultation services this position offers to both child care providers and parents; assist
parents in using computer based data systems in locating child care anywhere in
Nebraska, offer phone consultation, and mail out listings of providers for parents to
follow-up with upon request. Work will also continue with NACCRRA to assure the
ECTC is included on Nebraska’s R &R listing. NACCRRA membership will be kept
current and will explore data elements NACCRRA needs from each state so that
Nebraska can more fully participate in this.

¢) DHHS Division of Children and Family Services will fund administrative costs for the
implementation of a single contact Resource and Referral source, offering technical
support and consultation via available databases to parents searching for child care, and
general questions from providers, and as needed updating newly developed elements of
the data base related to provider accreditation status, and providers who accept the child
care subsidy.

f) DHHS Division of Children and Family Services will continue to fund one FTE at the
ECTC to provide the previously described resource and refetral services to parents
statewide.

g) DHHS Division of Children and Family Services and NDE will collaborate to keep the
databases current and accessible for public use. The ECTC, through this position, will
provide a lead point of contact for offering personal assistance and overall support in this
project aimed at increasing awareness and access to child care in Nebraska.
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h) DHHS Division of Children and Family Services will support continued distribution of

“The Right Place” booklet in both English and Spanish to offer more specific and
comprehensive information and assistance to parents seeking child care services.

Benchmarks:
e  Quarterly reporting of stats/data regarding calls received through the Child Line,

resource and referral work completed, and public awareness efforts to communicate this

available service will be included in the regular quarterly reports submitted by
NDE/ECTC as specified in Section IV, item A.

Resource and Referral plan will continue to be updated and implemented.

“The Right Place” booklet will be distributed and reordered as needed.

Connection to the National Association for Child Care Resource and Referral will be

made, maintained, and enhanced via membership included on the national website, and

collecting and reporting Nebraska’s data.

8. Promote the involvement of businesses and communities in the development of child care

throughout the state by providing technical assistance to providers and potential providers of child

care.

a) DHHS Division of Public Health will provide technical assistance related to program startup

and licensing to child care providers and/or potential providers regarding development or
expansion of child care services. DHHS Division of Children and Family Services will
provide start-up and expansion grants through a granting process to providers.

b) DHHS Division of Children and Family Services will provide supervision of the Child Care

Subsidy/Child Care Licensing Resource Consultant, in the provision of consultation and

technical assistance to providers regarding child care subsidy and child care licensing issues,

primarily in the city of Omaha.
¢) NDE through the ECTC Child Line, media center, and ECTC Training Coordinators will

respond to referrals and requests for information, consultation, and training in connection with

quality program elements.

Benchmarks:

e  Grants are awarded for start-up and expansion of child care, and data is collected regarding
increased capacity.

e Data collection is developed and analyzed for the Child Care Technical Assistance position
regarding ongoing efforts in Omaha.

o Leadership Team will continue to hold regular meetings on implementation and goal-setting

for technical assistance on child care subsidy and licensing issues for child care providers
primarily in the Omaha metro area.

e Quarterly report will include ECTC Child Line and media center regarding consultation and

training,.

9. Continue a voluntary accreditation process for public and private child care and early childhood

education providers, which promotes program quality.

a) DHHS Division of Children and Family Services will provide funds for and NDE will

administer the Accreditation Project to provide support to home-, center-, and school-based

programs seeking accreditation through recognized national accrediting bodies.

b) NDE will continue to administer the Accreditation Project. Written criteria and rationale has

been finalized and maintained on the NDE website to specify which organizations will be
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accepted in Nebraska as recognized accrediting bodies. DHHS Division of Children and

Family Services and NDE shall agree on those entities considered recognized accrediting

bodies. Programs accredited by these recognized accrediting bodies are eligible for increased

subsidy through DHHS Division of Children and Family Services in accordance with policy.

¢) DHHS Division of Children and Family Services and NDE will continue to work together

and with other state and community partners, in building capacity to support a Quality Rating
System. This is a planning effort to promote program quality in early care and education that
provides an opportunity for providers to take steps to improve quality, ranging from level one
(licensure) through level five which includes accreditation. As part of this planning effort,
NDE and its partners will begin work on a trainer registry.

Benchmarks:

e  Program accreditation continues to be supported through the NDE accreditation project,
with the ongoing objective to increase the number of accredited child care programs
statewide. Data will be collected by NDE so that comparisons can be made.

e  Quality Rating System planning continues through collaborative work under the efforts of
DHHS Early Childhood Systems Planning “Together for Kids and Families.”

e The ECTC will work to eliminate barriers to a Trainer/Consultant Registry during this 12-
month period.

e NDE will work with the CLC, to identify a process to support the National Afterschool
Association’s accreditation or similar program recognition.

10. Support the identification, recruitment, and training of persons to provide child care for
children with special needs.

a) NDE, through the ECTC, will provide consultation and training to persons interested in
providing child care to children with special needs. DHHS Division of Public Health will
support inclusion through consultation, promotion, and referral to training resources.

b) NDE and DHHS will collaborate with other statewide efforts that assist persons interested
in providing child care to children with special needs.

¢) NDE, DHHS Division of Children and Family Services, and DHHS Division of Public Health
will collaborate in the dissemination of materials and the provision of technical assistance
designed to promote greater interest in serving young children with special needs among
child care providers.

d) DHHS Division of Children and Family Services and NDE, through the ECTC, will work
collaboratively to focus efforts on continued development and implementation of an
infrastructure to offer training support and consultation to early care and education
providers, in order to enhance the social and emotional behavior development of children.
This infrastructure will be designed to support skill building of providers, improved
environments for children, and to reduce the incidence of child expulsion from early care
and education settings.

Benchmarks:
e “The Right Place” publication will continue to be distributed which includes
information regarding children with special needs.
e Early Childhood Positive Behavior Supports state implementation plan is executed.
¢ Continued implementation and expansion of the Early Childhood Positive Behavior
Supports initiative with annual outcome evaluation.

10
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e ECTC will identify Early Childhood Positive Behavior Support (PBS) trainers and
coaches.

11. Early Childhood Interagency Coordinating Council

a) NDE will use the allocated funding to support the Early Childhood Interagency Council
from their allocation of the 4% quality and earmarked money provided by DHHS Division
of Children and Family Services.

b) NDE shall assign council staff.

¢) NDE and DHHS will provide technical assistance to the Council as requested.

d) NDE and DHHS will provide technical and staff assistance in preparation of the biennial
report to the Governor. NDE will lead the coordination and preparation of the biennial
report.

Benchmarks:
e Regular ECICC Council meetings held.
o Assigned work team activities conducted.
e Annual report to the Governor is submitted.

III. FUNDING:

A. DHHS Division of Children and Family Services agrees to make $1,998,326.00 available
to DHHS Division of Public Health, —4% Quality allotment, for SFY 2010 - 2011.
Additionally, DHHS CCDF covers DHHS Division of Public Health mandatory
administration in accordance with DHHS Financial Services allocation requirements.

B. DHHS Division of Children and Family Services agrees to make $1,514,330.00 available
to NDE from the following Child Care and Development Funds for the period October 1, 2010
through September 30, 2011 as follows:

Amount Source

$700,000 4% Quality Funds

$578,000 Quality Expansion

$146,831 Infant Toddler Earmarked Quality Funds
$43,987 School Age Resource & Referral
$45.512 Resource and Referral

$1,514,330 TOTAL

C. This funding is contingent upon receipt and appropriation of federal funds. Funds
available to DHHS Division of Public Health for the funding period are contingent upon
state/federal fiscal year budgeting and could vary slightly from the allocated amount. NDE
understands that all funds under this MOU from Federal Fiscal Year 2009-2010 or previous
MOUSs must be expended by no later than September 30, 2011, or must be returned to DHHS

11
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Division of Children and Family Services in order to be returned to the U.S. Department of
Health and Human Services. Therefore, NDE agrees all funds will be expended prior to this
date.

IV. GENERAL CLAUSES:

A. Performance Accountability:

1. DHHS Division of Public Health will furnish to the DHHS Division of Children and
Family Services’ Child Care Administrator quarterly activity reports regarding the
disbursement of these funds for activities outlined in this MOU and according to the
breakdown as found in Attachment #1. Quarterly reports will include information
requested following the outline found in Attachment #3. Attachment #3 is
hereby incorporated and become part of this MOU.

2. NDE will furnish to DHHS Division of Children and Family Services’ Child Care
Administrator quarterly activity reports regarding the disbursement of these funds for
the activities outlined in this MOU and according to the breakdown as found in
Attachment #2. Quarterly reports will include information requested following the
outline found in Attachment #4.

3. DHHS Division of Public Health and NDE will furnish to DHHS Division of Children
and Family Services Quarterly Reports of expenditures, activities, and
accomplishments according to the following schedule:

October 1, 2010 through December 31, 2010 is due January 31, 2011.
January 1, 2011 through March 31, 2011 is due April 29, 2011.

April 1, 2011 through June 30, 2011 is due July 29, 2011

July 1, 2011 through September 30, 2011 is due October 31, 2011.

4. DHHS Division of Children and Family Services, DHHS Division of Public
Health, and NDE will work in collaboration and with other key participants in
Early Care and Education in the upcoming year to improve upon identification of
outcomes/results and the reporting of benchmarks, activities, or measures so that we
may continuously improve upon reporting, data collection, and services in early care
and education.

5. NEW EMPLOYEE WORK ELIGIBILITY STATUS. NDE shall use a
federal immigration verification system to determine the work eligibility status of new
employees physically performing services within the State of Nebraska. A federal
immigration verification system means the electronic verification of the work
authorization program authorized by the Illegal Immigration Reform and Immigrant
Responsibility Act of 1996, 8 U.S.C. § 1324a, known as the E-Verify Program, or an
equivalent federal program designated by the United States Department of Homeland
Security or other federal agency authorized to verify the work eligibility status of a
newly hired employee.

If NDE is an individual or sole proprietorship, the following applies:
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1. NDE must complete the United States Citizenship Attestation Form, available on the
Department of Administrative Services website at www.das.state.ne.us.

2. IfNDE indicates on such attestation form that he or she is a qualified alien, NDE agrees to
provide the U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services documentation required to verify the
Contractor’s lawful presence in the United States using the Systematic Alien Verification for

_Entitlements (SAVE) Program.

3. NDE understands and agrees that lawful presence in the United States is required and NDE
may be disqualified or the MOU terminated if such lawful presence cannot be verified as
required by Neb. Rev. Stat. § 4-108.

B. Acknowledgement of Support:

Per Section 508 of Public Law 103-333, statements, press releases, requests for proposals,
bid solicitations and other documents describing projects or programs funded in whole or
in part with Federal money shall clearly state: (1) the percentage of the total costs of the
program or project which will be financed with Federal money; (2) the dollar amount of
Federal funds for the project or program; and (3) the percentage and the dollar amount of
the total costs of the project or program that will be financed by nongovernment sources.
The requirement applies to all grantees of Federal funds, including but not limited to, State
and local governments and recipients of Federal research grants.

C. Copyright:

DHHS Division of Children and Family Services, DHHS Division of Public Health,
NDE, and the United States Department of Health and Human Services hereby reserve
a royalty-free, nonexclusive, and irrevocable right to reproduce, publish, or otherwise
use, and to authorize others to use any copyrighted material produced in conjunction
with the performance under this MOU for State or Federal Government purposes.

D. Lobbying:

DHHS Division of Public Health and NDE assure DHHS Division of Children and
Family Services that no Federal appropriated funds have been paid or will be paid on
behalf of the undersigned, to any person for influencing or attempting to influence an
officer or employee of any member of Congress, an officer or employee of Congress or an
employee of a Member of Congress in connection with the awarding of any Federal
contract the making of any Federal grant, the making of any Federal loan, the entering into
of any cooperative agreement, and the extension, continuation, renewal, amendment, or
modification of any Federal contract grant loan or cooperative agreement. If any funds
other than Federal appropriated funds have been paid or will be paid to any person for
influencing or attempting to influence an officer or employee of any agency, a Member of
Congress, an officer or employee of Congress, or an employee of a Member of Congress
in connection with this Federal contract, grant, loan, or cooperative agreement, the
undersigned shall complete and submit Standard Form —LLL, Disclosure Form to Report
lobbying in accordance with its instructions. DHHS Division of Public Health and NDE
shall require that the language of this certification be included in the award documents for
all subawards at all tiers (including subcontracts, subgrants, and contracts under grants,
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loans, and cooperative agreements and that all subrecipients shall certify and disclose
accordingly.

Unavailability of Funding:

Due to possible future reductions in State and/or Federal appropriations, DHHS
Division of Children and Family Services cannot guarantee the continued availability
of funding for this memorandum notwithstanding the consideration stated above. In
the event funds to finance this MOU become unavailable either in full or in part due to
such reductions in appropriations, DHHS Division of Children and Family Services
may terminate this MOU or reduce the consideration upon notice in writing to NDE,
Said notice shall be delivered by certified mail return receipt requested or in person
with proof of delivery. DHHS Division of Children and Family Services shall be the
final authority as to the availability of funds. The effective date of such termination or
reduction in consideration shall be specified in the notice as the date of service of said
notice or the actual effective date of the state and/or federal funding reduction,
whichever is later, provided, that reductions shall not apply to payments made for
services satisfactorily completed prior to said effective date. In the event of a
reduction in consideration, NDE may cancel this MOU as of the effective date of the
proposed reduction upon the provision of advance written notice to DHHS Division of
Children and Family Services.

Review and Termination:
Any party hereto may withdraw from this MOU at any time upon 180 days notice to the
other parties. In the event that NDE withdraws from this MOU, any unobligated funds
shall be returned to DHHS Division of Children and Family Services within 30 days of
termination.

Certification:

1. DHHS Division of Children and Family Services, as the Lead Agency certifies that this
MOU complies with the provisions of the approved State Plan and is administered in
accordance with the Child Care and Development Block Grant of 1990 as amended,
Section 418 of the Social Security Act, and all other applicable Federal laws and
regulations 658D(b), 658 E(a)).

2. NDE shall work in collaboration with DHHS Division of Children and Family Services
to administer Child Care and Development Funds to reach outcomes of our overall state
plan. As such, DHHS Division of Children and Family Services, DHHS Division of
Public Health, and NDE will comply with the certifications the State makes to our
federal funding source and assures compliance with the Program Assurances and
Certifications found in Attachment #5. Attachment #5 is hereby incorporated and
becomes part of the MOU.
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