TO:

Roger D. Breed, Ed.D.


Commissioner of Education
FROM:
Gary M. Sherman



Office of Special Education
SUBJECT:
Grant to the University of Nebraska addressing the need for qualified Early Development Network (EDN) Services Coordinators and practitioners

PROPOSED BOARD ACTION
Authorize the Commissioner to approve a grant to the University of Nebraska addressing the need for qualified Early Development Network (EDN) Services Coordinators and practitioners
BACKGROUND INFORMATION
Grant addresses the need for qualified services coordinators and practitioners in Nebraska Early Intervention programs serving infants/toddlers with disabilities under the age of three.  The grant will support professional development by offering tuition waivers for a maximum of 42 UNL graduate courses to EDN Services Coordinators and practitioners.  All participants must be currently employed with an ESU, school district or contracting agency and have an assignment within the EDN serving children with an Individual Family Service Plan (IFSP).  This university-based professional development program is intended to enhance the EDN’s ability to meet the increasingly complex needs of infants/toddlers with disabilities and thereby strengthen collaboration among Services Coordinators, practitioners and the families implementing IFSPs.
This activity resulted from stakeholder input on proposed areas identified for use of the one-time IDEA Part C ARRA funding.

Estimated Cost

Grant Dates:

January 3, 2011 to September 30, 2011
Grant Amount:
$49,770
Funding Source:
IDEA Part C ARRA

Supporting Documentation Included:  None

For Additional Information on this item:  Call Gary Sherman (402) 471-2471 or e-mail gary.sherman@nebraska.gov or Carol McClain (402) 471-2471 or e-mail carol.mcclain@nebraska.gov    
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