TO:

Roger Breed, Ed.D.


Commissioner of Education

FROM:
Donlynn Rice, Administrator – Curriculum, Instruction, and Innovation


Tricia Parker, Director of Reading Language Arts

SUBJECT:
Progress Report on the Striving Readers Planning Grant
PROPOSED BOARD ACTION

Progress Report on the Striving Readers Planning Grant
BACKGROUND INFORMATION

In November of 2010, Nebraska was awarded a planning grant in the amount of $150,000 to develop a comprehensive literacy plan for students Pre-K-12.  A statewide literacy team, representing all facets of education and the varying demographics of Nebraska was formed.  The team is to meet no less than three times prior to February 12, 2011; the deadline for the plan to be completed.  The first two meetings were scheduled for December 15, 2010, and January 4, 2011.
The role of the Nebraska Literacy Team is to establish a set of criteria for improving student achievement in literacy for Nebraska. The group has spent time looking at Nebraska’s demographics, current reading research and data on the present achievement levels.  The achievement information has been obtained from Nebraska’s newly launched state reading assessment, the Nebraska State Accountability in Reading (NeSA-R), the Nebraska State Accountability in Writing (NeSA-W), and other classroom-based academic measures and research. From these criteria, the Nebraska State Literacy Plan will be developed.  This comprehensive plan will meet the literacy needs of Nebraska learners through a set of specific strategies to help enhance and increase the rigor and effectiveness of literacy development and instruction from pre-kindergarten students through end-of-high school.
Estimated Cost: $ 150,000 – Federal Funds
Supporting Documentation Included:  Striving Readers Planning Grant
For additional information on this item:  Call Donlynn Rice (402) 471-3240 or e-mail donlynn.rice@nebraska.gov
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The State of Nebraska pledges its commitment to create or maintain a State
Literacy Team with expertise in literacy development and education for children from birth
through grade 12 to assist the State in developing a comprehensive literacy plan.

Legal Name of Applicant (State Educational D.U.N.S. number: 808819882
Agency): Nebraska Department of Education

Applicant’s Mailing Address:
P.O. Box 94987
Lincoln, NE 68509

State Contact for the Striving Readers State Literacy Formula Grant - State Literacy Team

Name: Donlynn Rice
Position and Office: Administrator, Curriculum, Innovation, and Instruction Team
Contact’s Mailing Address: P.O. Box 94987, Lincoln, NE, 68509

Telephone: (402)471-3240
Fax: (402)471-0117
E-mail address: donlynn.rice@nebraska.gov

To the best of my knowledge and belief, all of the information and data in this application are true and
correct.

Name and Title of Authorized Representative (Printed Name): Telephone:(402)471-5020
Roger D. Breed E-mail:
roger.breed@nebraska.gov

Signature of Authorizeéd Representativ Date:
S 4. Do sofr2(re
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The State Educational Agency assures the following:

1) The State Literacy Team will consist of at least 15 members (minimum of nine) with expertise in
literacy development and education for children from birth through grade 12.

2) The State Literacy Team will include, at a minimum, individuals with expertise in --

¢ Literacy development and instruction for children in the following age/grade levels:

Birth to school entry
Kindergarten through grade 5
Grades 6 through 8

Grades 9 through 12

¢ Managing and implementing an effective literacy program at the school, district, and
State levels

¢ Evaluation of literacy programs

+ Planning for and implementing a response-to-intervention model that includes utilization
of universal screening, multiple tiers of instruction, early intervening services, validated
interventions, and student progress monitoring to inform decision-making

¢ Screening and performance measurement in the areas of phonological awareness, word
recognition, phonics, vocabulary, comprehension, fluency, and writing

¢ Validated interventions and instruction for struggling readers, English Learners, and
students with disabilities

¢ Teacher, coach, and principal professional development

e Teacher preparation and state licensure/accreditation in literacy development and
instruction

3) The State Literacy Team will also include the following members and/or requirements:

A library/media specialist, an instructor of adult education, representative(s) of the Nebraska
State Board of Education, a member of the Nebraska State Reading Association (an affiliate of
International Reading Association), and a member of the National Council of Teachers of
English.




[image: image3.jpg]4) The SEA will submit a copy of the State’s comprehensive literacy plan developed by the
State Literacy Team to the Department by February 1, 2011.

Authorized Representative (Printed Name):

Roger D. Breed

Signature: Date:
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The State authorized representative assures or certifies the following:

The State will comply with all applicable assurances in OMB Standard Forms 424B
(Assurances for Non-Construction Programs), including the assurances relating to the legal
authority to apply for assistance; access to records; conflict of interest; merit systems;
nondiscrimination; Hatch Act provisions; labor standards; flood hazards; historic
preservation; protection of human subjects; animal welfare; lead-based paint; Single Audit
Act; and the general agreement to comply with all applicable Federal laws, executive
orders and regulations.

With respect to the certification regarding lobbying in Department Form 80-0013, no
Federal appropriated funds have been paid or will be paid to any person for influencing or
attempting to influence an officer or employee of any agency, a Member of Congress, an
officer or employee of Congress, or an employee of a Member of Congress in connection
with the making or renewal of Federal grants under this program; the State will complete
and submit Standard Form-LLL, "Disclosure Form to Report Lobbying," when required
(34 C.F.R. Part 82, Appendix B).

The SEA agrees to the State plan certifications in 34 CFR 76.104.

The State will comply with the following provisions of Education Department General
Administrative Regulations (EDGAR), as applicable: 34 CFR Part 76 -- State-Administered
Programs; 34 CFR Part 77 -- Definitions that Apply to Department Regulations; 34 CFR
Part 80 -- Uniform Administrative Requirements for Grants and Cooperative Agreements
to State and Local Governments, including the procurement provisions; 34 CFR Part 81 --
General Education Provisions Act—Enforcement; 34 CFR Part 82 -- New Restrictions on
Lobbying; 34 CFR Part 85 -- Governmentwide Debarment and Suspension
(Nonprocurement).

Authorized Representative (Printed Name):

Roger D. Breed

Signature of Authorized Repregéntative: Date:
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The Nebraska state seal includes images such as the cabin of an early settler, a steamboat on a
river, and the Transcontinental Railway, representing the diversity, initiative, and innovation of
the early settlers of Cornhusker State. Today, the citizens of Nebraska continue to demonstrate
the values of the early settlers, seeking to bring forth the best from the land and its people, all the
while continuing to be on the cutting edge of new technology, innovations, and ideas.

Nebraska continues to see a multitude of changes, including significant demographic changes;
more students from diverse backgrounds, higher number of students living in poverty, and a
significant increase in the number of students who speak English as a second language.
Nebraska also has undertaken many new educational initiatives. These include the
implementation of newly revised, more rigorous language arts standards, a kindergarten position
statement (with accompanying early learning guidelines), and the implementation of Nebraska’s
first statewide assessments in reading. With all of these changes we need time to develop a
comprehensive approach towards helping all students achieve success.

Therefore, the Striving Readers Grant presents itself at an opportune time for Nebraska. Through
the creation and funding of a State Literacy Team, we would be able to create a comprehensive
and coordinated plan to meet the literacy needs of the learners of Nebraska, from the tiniest tots,
to the college and career-ready young people who are the future leaders of our state.

State Literacy Team

Does the SEA currently have a State Literacy Team? If no, describe the SEA’s plan for
establishing a State Literacy Team, including how members will be selected.

Nebraska does not currently have a State Literacy Team. Funds provided by this grant will allow
us to establish a Nebraska State Literacy Team no later than December 31, 2010. Efforts will be
made to ensure that the members of the Team represent the diversity and varying perspectives of
our state. Participants will be sought from all geographical regions and all educational areas with
one commonality, a commitment to improve literacy for Nebraska learners pre-K 12. The Team
of no less than nine and no more than twenty will be comprised of representatives from the
Nebraska Department of Education, including the Department’s Director of Language Arts
Education who will chair the Team. Other members from the Department will represent the areas
of Early Childhood, Special Populations, Teacher Licensure and Accreditation, English
Language Learners, Statewide Assessment, Special Education, Curriculum and Instruction, Title
I, Response to Intervention, Adult Education, and one or more members of the Nebraska State
Board of Education. Team members from outside of the Nebraska Department of Education will
include representatives from the Nebraska State Reading Association, the Nebraska Branch of
the International Dyslexic Association, the Nebraska Library Media Association, the Nebraska
English and Language Arts Council, Nebraska Educational Service Units (staff development
specialists), Nebraska college and university systems, and administrators, curriculum directors,
and teachers representing preschool, elementary, middle, and high schools. At least one member
will be named from the Title One Committee of Practitioners, the Early Childhood Advisory
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[image: image6.jpg]Committee, at least one identified PLAS School and the AYP Committee to ensure coordination
with those efforts already in place.

Describe how each member of the State Literacy Team meets the requirement to have expertise
in the area of literacy development and education for children from birth through grade 12.

The members selected for the Nebraska State Literacy Team will be chosen for their expertise in,
among other things, literacy, human development, early childhood practices, pedagogy, and staff
development, and assessment. Each member will be selected for the variety of perspectives,
ideas, and background knowledge on learners from birth through to post-high school years that
they bring with them, ensuring a comprehensive and cohesive literacy plan. All members will be
asked to submit Curriculum Vitae, demonstrating their unique qualifications and experiences that
make them appropriate candidates for the Nebraska State Literacy Team. These will be reviewed
and members will be appointed by the Chief State School Officer, Dr. Roger Breed and Dr.
Marilyn Peterson, Director of Data Services and Federal Programs.

Describe how the State will ensure that the State Literacy Team includes representatives from
different agencies and organizations including the SEA, local education agency, higher
education and the research community

As mentioned in the paragraphs above Nebraska State Literacy Team members will be chosen
with expertise in each of the following areas of specialization/disciplines: early childhood
education, English language learner education, special education, Response to Intervention, Title
1, subject-area literacy, staff development, higher education and teacher preparation, career and
technical education, and educational research. Additionally, Team members will be chosen
representing local education agencies, as they bring with them a wealth of knowledge and
experience in terms of instruction and assessment, and are often those who are in the closest
contact with those who are at the heart of this initiative: the children of Nebraska.

Special consideration will be given to securing team members with multiple perspectives (e.g.
early-childhood practitioners who also provide teacher preparation instruction at the college
level) and with experience in creating and implementing school, district, regional, and state-wide
initiatives.

Describe how the State Literacy Team will assist the SEA in developing a comprehensive literacy
plan and what other functions it may serve.

The role of the Nebraska State Literacy Team will be to partner with the Nebraska Department of
Education and other educational stakeholders in the state of Nebraska in order to first establish a
set of criteria for improving student achievement in literacy for Nebraska. This process will take
into account current demographics, reading research and data on the present achievement levels
of Nebraska students. The achievement information will be obtained from Nebraska’s newly
launched state reading assessment, the Nebraska State Accountability in Reading (NeSA-R), the
Nebraska State Accountability in Writing (NeSA-W), and other classroom-based academic
measures and research. From these criteria, the Nebraska State Literacy Plan will be developed.
This comprehensive plan will meet the literacy needs of Nebraska learners through a set of
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[image: image7.jpg]specific strategies to help enhance and increase the rigor and effectiveness of literacy
development and instruction from pre-kindergarten students through end-of-high school. Special
focus will be placed on pre-literacy skills as well as the transitions between pre-school and
kindergarten, elementary and middle grades, the middle to high school transition, as well as end-
of-high school transitions to worlds of college and career. Care will be taken to build a plan that
honors the recent Nebraska Kindergarten Position statement, the new Nebraska Language Arts
Standards, as well as the Common Core Language Arts standards which will help to send a
unified message about the importance of literacy to Nebraska Schools. Information from the
various populations represented will be integrated with the most current scientifically-research-
based information regarding the best practices in literacy instruction to develop systematic
recommendations and potential initiatives in literacy education throughout the state. Special
attention will be paid to school-level strategies, target interventions, (including the incorporation
of Response-to-Intervention programs), and rigorous evaluation. This team may also function as
an advisory body to the Nebraska Department of Education regarding literacy education within
the state, and may occasionally be called upon to prepare and present information for the
Nebraska State Board of Education.

Describe how the State Literacy Team will be managed and how decisions will be made.

The Nebraska State Literacy Team will be chaired by the Director of Language Arts Education,
Tricia Parker, from the Nebraska Department of Education. The team will meet no less than
three times prior to the delivery of the State Literacy Plan on or before February 1, 2011. If
funding is available, the team will continue to meet no less than twice yearly after the delivery of
the State Literacy Plan. Should the state be awarded one of the Striving Reader Discretionary
Grants, the number of meetings will be increased to no less than once quarterly, or four times per
calendar year. Between meetings, the team will communicate via telephone and e-mail.
Decisions will be made through consensus vote of members present at each Nebraska State
Literacy Team meeting. A quorum consisting of no less than fifty-one percent of the membership
of the Nebraska State Literacy Team must be present for any decision-making vote to be valid.
All votes must meet a simple majority. All decisions will be made by the Nebraska State
Literacy Team as a whole, with regard to development of a comprehensive literacy plan to be
developed, however this plan will be subject to a final approval by the Nebraska State Board of
Education.

Describe how the State will coordinate work of the State Literacy Team with other related teams,
such as the Early Childhood Advisory Council, the Title I Committee of Practitioners, and State
higher education committees.

The Nebraska State Literacy Team will create an active partnership with other state
organizations and stakeholders by including representation from those organizations,
transparency by regular distribution of the minutes of the Nebraska State Literacy Team
meetings, and concerted efforts by the leadership of the Nebraska State Literacy Team to
coordinate programs, initiatives, and efforts with those already in existence. The activities of the
Nebraska State Literacy Team will also be reported regularly at the monthly meetings attended
by team members agency-wide at the Nebraska Department of Education, in order to cultivate
potential relationships and resources, as well as to avoid duplication of existing programs and
services.
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