TO:

Roger Breed, Ed.D.


Commissioner of Education
FROM:
Margaret Worth, General Counsel 

SUBJECT:
Policy Review Information Item

PROPOSED BOARD ACTION

State Board Policies G3, G4 and B3 for review.
BACKGROUND INFORMATION
State Board Bylaw B8 requires that all State Board Policies, including Bylaws, Internal Policy Directives and General Education Policies, be reviewed by the Board every four years.  Pursuant to the review schedule implemented by the State Board’s Policy Committee, State Board Policies G3, G4 and B3 are submitted for review.

If the Commissioner, Board President or any Board member believes that action or referral to the Policy Committee is necessary in connection with these Policies, an appropriate motion may be placed on the Agenda for the February Board meeting.

Pursuant to B8, Policies G3 and G4 will expire on October 6, 2012, unless revised or reaffirmed prior to that date.  Policy B3 will remain in effect indefinitely until revised or rescinded.

Estimated Cost
Supporting Documentation Included:  Board Policies B8, G3, G4, and B3.  

For additional information on this item:  Call Margaret Worth (402) 471-0310 or e-mail Margaret.Worth@nebraska.gov 
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Policy, Bylaw, and Position Statement Development

The State Board may change its existing policies, bylaws or position statements or
adopt new policies, bylaws, or position statements at any time, on its own motion or
upon recommendation by the Commissioner.

All State Board policies, bylaws and position statements shall be included on the
State board’s webpage.

All State Board policies, bylaws and position statement are to be reviewed by the
Board every four years and the Commissioner will recommend a subsequent review
date when each new policy is proposed.

The State Board’s general education policies or position statements (designated by
the letter “G”) shall expire four years after their adoption unless revised or
reaffirmed by the State Board prior to expiration. Starting on October 6, 2010,
general education policies or position statements that are more than four years old
shall expire on October 6, 2012, unless revised or reaffirmed prior to that date.

The State Board’s procedural bylaws (designated by the letter “B”) and the State
Board’s internal policy directives (designated by the letter “D”) shall remain in full
force and effect until amended or rescinded by the State board.

The General Counsel will review all Board policies, bylaws and position statements
annually for compliance with state law.

All State Board resolutions, except those honoring an individual, shall contain an
expiration date.
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Board Action History

+  12/10/76
Prior BD-1 (Statement of Board authority and foremost consideration.)
Prior BDA-2 (Systematic procedures for policy adoption.)
Prior BDE-2 (Annual policy review.)

+  12/7/84 — Prior 9311 BOP
(Replace 1976 policies with statement that Board can change or adopt policies at any time.)

+  12/8/95 — Prior B8
(Added 5-vote requirement and 3-year minimum review.)

+  6/7/02 — Prior B8
(5-vote requirement deleted.)

+  9/7/06 —B8
(Added references to bylaws and position statements, changed 3 to 2 year reviews, added annual
General Counsel law review.)

= 10/6/10 —B8

(Changed 2 to 4 year reviews and clarified expiration dates of policies, bylaws and position
statements approved by the State Board.)

Cross-References

*  79-301(2) — The State Board'’s duty to form policy.

* 79-315 — The State Board's power to organize itself.
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Abstinence Guidelines for Sexuality Education

On December 12, 1997, The Board approved the proposed policy statement on grant
applications and grant funding.

It is the policy of the State Board of Education that any funding for sexuality
education programs administered by the Health Education Section, Nebraska
Department of Education, shall conform with the following abstinence education
definition taken from the federal Personal Responsibility and Work Act of 1996, Sec.

510(0)(@).

Personal Responsibility and Work Act of 1996, Sec. 510(b)(2) — Abstinence Guidelines
for Sexuality Education

For purposes of this policy, the term “abstinence education” means an educational or
motivational program which:

A. has as its exclusive purpose, teaching the social, psychological, and health gains to
be realized by abstaining from sexual activity.

B. teaches abstinence from sexual activity outside marriage as the expected standard
for all school age children

C. teaches that abstinence from sexual activity is the only certain way to avoid out-of-
wedlock pregnancy, sexual transmitted diseases and other associated health problems;

D. teaches that a mutually faithful monogamous relationship in context of marriage is
the expected standard of human sexual activity;

E. teaches that sexual activity outside of the context of marriage is likely to have
harmful psychological and physical effects;

F. teaches that bearing children out-of-wedlock is likely to have harmful consequences
for the child, the child’s parents, and society;

(. teaches young people how to reject sexual advances and how alcohol and drug use
increases vulnerability to sexual advances, and

H. teaches the importance of attaining self-sufficiency before engaging in sexual
activity.
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Board Action History
11/9/77 — Prior IBDA

(Former Health and Family Life Course Policy
repealed when 1984 Policy Manual was adopted.)

6/7/02 — G3 (NEW)
(Based on policy statements adopted 2/7/97 and
12/12/97.)

Cross-References
42U.8.C. 710
92 NAC 10

G2
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Reading/Writing State Board of Education Policy

Effective reading/writing skills are essential to success in school and are key to success
in life. Therefore, the State Board of Education supports and encourages state and
local efforts to help all students become successful readers. The Board encourages
persons closest to the child, including parents, teachers, and other educators, to
assume responsibility for creating conditions to support successful readers/writers.
The Board encourages local school districts to have a policy that recognizes the critical
role of reading/writing instruction.

The Board further encourages local school districts to establish a policy that
recognizes the importance of providing children with reading skills based both on the
structure of language and the meaning of language in context. Establishing a
foundation for effective reading is one of the most important functions of schools.
Schools should teach systematic phonics in grades K-12 or 1-3. In addition to
systematic phonics, students should read and write extensively to apply and develop
the reading skills they have learned, including spelling, grammar, and penmanship.
Local policy should encourage approaches that are based on the needs of the student
and should include emphasis on appropriate strategies that recognize the developing
skills of the student.

The Board supports teacher training in systematic phonics and in the use of a variety
of skills and techniques for teaching children to read. The Board will promote state
level efforts that help schools meet standards for reading/writing.

Board Action History

6/7/02 — G4 (NEW)
(Based on policy statement adopted 10/11/97.)

Cross-References
92 NAC 10
92 NAC 14

92 NAC 24
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Bylaw: Board Officers

The President shall preside at all meetings and perform all other duties prescribed
by law or by the State Board.

The Vice-President shall perform the duties of the President in case of absence or
disability of the President.

In the event the office of President becomes vacant, the Vice-President shall serve
until a successor has been elected. If three or fewer regularly scheduled Board
meetings remain before the Board is required to re-organize itself, the Vice-
President shall serve as President for the remaining meetings. If more than three
meetings remain, the Board shall elect a successor at its next regularly scheduled
meeting.

The members present shall determine who presides if the President and Vice-
President are both absent from a meeting. For purposes of electing a presiding
member in such cases, the meeting shall be temporarily chaired by the member
with the longest service on the Board. If two or more members have equal length of
service, the temporary chair shall be selected by lot.

By statute, the Commissioner of Education is Secretary of the Board and shall serve
as the Executive Officer of the State Board and shall perform all duties required by
law or by the State Board. The Commissioner shall not be a member of the State
Board.

Board Action History

+  12/10/76
Prior BBA (List of Officers),
Prior BBAA (Election of Officers),
Prior BBABA (President Duties),
Prior BBABB (Vice President Duties),
Prior BBABC (Secretary Duties).

o 12/7/84
Prior 9121 BOP (President Duties),
Prior 9122 BOP (Vice President Duties),
Prior 9123 (Secretary Duties).
(Renumbered same 1976 policies; BBA and
BBAA deleted.)

+  12/8/95 — Prior B3
(Combined 1984 policies and added provision
dealing with absence of both President and
Vice-President.)
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Board Action History (cont'd)

+ 10/3/03 — Prior B3
(Added limit of 3 meetings remaining before
reorganization for Vice-President to serve if
presidency becomes vacant.)

¢ 9/7/06 —B3
(Text unchanged.)

10/08/09 — B3
(Clarified that the Commissioner is not a member of the State Board, consistent with LB 549 [Laws,
2009].)

Cross-References

«  79-301(3) — Commissioner as Executive
Officer.

¢ 79-315 — State Board's power to organize itself,
Commissioner as Secretary of the Board.

* 79-310 — State Board of Education, members
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