TO:

Roger D. Breed, Ed.D.



Commissioner of Education

FROM:
Russ Inbody, Administrator



Finance & Organizational Services

SUBJECT:
Consideration of requests relative to budgeting provisions of the Tax Equity and Educational Opportunities Support Act in the areas of:



1)
Data Transmission Networks;


2)
Distance Education Courses;


3)
Reimbursement for Wards of the Court;


4)
Repairs to Infrastructure Damaged by a Natural Disaster;


5)
Retirement Contribution Increase;


6)
Retirement Incentive;


7)
Special Supplementary Grants; 


8)
Staff Development Assistance; and



9)
Voluntary Termination Agreements.

PROPOSED BOARD ACTION 1
Approve the amount for the Data Transmission Networks Exclusion for the district shown on the attachment.
BACKGROUND INFORMATION
Section 79-1028.01(1)(f) provides for the Department to permit a district to exceed its applicable allowable growth percentage for the difference of the estimated expenditures for such school fiscal year for telecommunications services, access to data transmission networks that transmit data to and from the school district, and the transmission of data on such networks as such expenditures are defined by the department for purposes of the distance education and telecommunication allowance minus the dollar amount of such expenditures for the second school fiscal year preceding the first full school fiscal year the district participates in Network Nebraska.  Department Staff have reviewed the request listed on the attachment and recommend approval.  If approved, the school district may access additional budget authority.  This request is applicable to the 2010/11 school district budget. 

PROPOSED BOARD ACTION 2
Approve the exclusion amount for Distance Education Courses shown on the attachment.
BACKGROUND INFORMATION
Section 79-1028.01(1)(e) provides for the Department to permit a district to exceed its applicable allowable growth percentage for expenditures of amounts received from educational entities for providing distance education courses through the Educational Service Unit Coordinating Council to such educational entities.  Department Staff have reviewed the request listed on the attachment and recommend approval.  If approved, the school district may access additional budget authority.  This request is applicable to the 2010/11 school district budget. 

PROPOSED BOARD ACTION 3
Approve the Reimbursement for Wards of the Court listed on the attachment as a Special Grant Fund.
BACKGROUND INFORMATION
The State Board, pursuant to State Statute Section 79-1003(38), has designated Reimbursement for Wards of the Court as a special grant fund for budget limitation purposes.  The Reimbursement for Wards of the Court listed on the attachments has been reviewed by Department Staff and appears to qualify as a special grant fund.  If approved, the school district may access additional budget authority.  This request is applicable to the 2010/11 school district budget. 

PROPOSED BOARD ACTION 4

Approve the exclusion amount for Repairs to Infrastructure Damaged by a Natural Disaster for the district shown on the attachment.
BACKGROUND INFORMATION
Section 79-1028.01(1)(a) provides for the Department to permit a district to exceed its applicable allowable growth percentage for expenditures for repairs to infrastructure damaged by a natural disaster which is declared a disaster emergency pursuant to the Emergency Management Act.  Department Staff have reviewed the request listed on the attachment and recommend approval.  If approved, the school district may access additional budget authority.  This request is applicable to the 2010/11 school district budget. 

PROPOSED BOARD ACTION 5
Approve the exclusion amount for Retirement Contribution Increase for the district shown on the attachment.
BACKGROUND INFORMATION
Section 79-1028.01(1)(h)&(i) provides for the Department to permit a district to exceed its applicable allowable growth percentage for expenditures for a retirement contribution increase.  Department Staff have reviewed the request listed on the attachment and recommend approval.  If approved, the school district may access additional budget authority.  This request is applicable to the 2010/11 school district budget. 

PROPOSED BOARD ACTION 6

Approve the exclusion amounts for Retirement Incentive Plans for the district shown on the attachment.
BACKGROUND INFORMATION
State Statute Section 79-1028.01(1)(c) requires that the Department approve the specific dollar amount of growth resulting from costs pursuant to the Retirement Incentive Plan (§79-855).  Department Staff have reviewed the requests presented on the attachment and recommend approval.  If approved, the school district may access additional budget authority.  This request is applicable to the 2010/11 school district budget. 

PROPOSED BOARD ACTION 7
Approve the grant listed on the attachment as a Special Supplementary Grant.
BACKGROUND INFORMATION
The State Board, pursuant to State Statute Section 79-1003(19) & (38), has designated Special Supplementary Grants from Corporations, Foundations, or Other Private Interests as special grant funds for budget limitations purposes.  The individual grant listed on the attachment has been reviewed by Department Staff and appears to qualify as a special supplementary grant.  If approved, the school district may access additional budget authority.  This request is applicable to the 2010/11 school district budget. 

PROPOSED BOARD ACTION 8

Approve the exclusion amounts for Staff Development Assistance for the districts shown on the attachment.
BACKGROUND INFORMATION
State Statute Section 79-1028.01(1)(c) requires that the Department approve the specific dollar amount of growth resulting from costs pursuant to Staff Development Assistance (§79-856).  Department Staff have reviewed the requests presented on the attachment and recommend approval.  If approved, the school district may access additional budget authority.  This request is applicable to the 2010/11 school district budget. 

PROPOSED BOARD ACTION 9
Approve the exclusion amount for Voluntary Termination Agreements for the district shown on the attachment.
BACKGROUND INFORMATION
Section 79-1028.01(2)(a) provides for the Department to permit a district to exceed its applicable allowable growth percentage for expenditures for voluntary termination agreements.  Department Staff have reviewed the request listed on the attachment and recommend approval.  If approved, the school district may access additional budget authority.  This request is applicable to the 2010/11 school district budget. 

Estimated Cost
None.

Supporting Documentation Included:  Requests Relative to the Budgeting Provisions of the Tax Equity & Educational Opportunities Support Act for the 2010/11 School Year.

For additional information on this item:  Call Russ Inbody (402) 471-4320 or e-mail russ.inbody@nebraska.gov
Requests Relative to the Budgeting Provisions

of the Tax Equity & Educational Opportunities Support Act

For the 2010/11 School Year

Recommendation 1
Data Transmission Networks
	County-District Number
	School District Name
	Amount to be Approved

	25-0025-000
	Creek Valley Public Schools
	$5,954

	79-0016-000
	Gering Public Schools
	$4,245


Recommendation 2
Distance Education Courses
	County-District Number
	School District Name
	Amount to be Approved

	03-0500-000
	Arthur County Schools
	$75,600

	49-0033-000
	Sterling Public Schools
	$58,135

	54-0576-000
	Wausa Public Schools
	$9,800

	54-0586-000
	Bloomfield Community Schools
	$6,600


Recommendation 3
Reimbursement for Wards of the Court
	County-District Number
	School District Name
	Amount to be Approved

	13-0022-000
	Weeping Water Public Schools
	$750,000

	28-0001-000
	Omaha Public Schools
	$170,000

	80-0009-000
	Seward Public Schools
	$400,000


Recommendation 4
Repairs to Infrastructure Damaged by a Natural Disaster
	County-District Number
	School District Name
	Amount to be Approved

	56-0565-000
	Wallace Public School Dist 65R
	$8,700


Requests Relative to the Budgeting Provisions

of the Tax Equity & Educational Opportunities Support Act

For the 2010/11 School Year


Recommendation 5
Retirement Contribution Increase:

	County-District Number
	School District Name
	Amount to be Approved

	03-0500-000
	Arthur County Schools
	$7,946

	06-0006-000
	Cedar Rapids Public School
	$11,456

	09-0010-000
	Ainsworth Community Schools
	$30,487

	10-0069-000
	Ravenna Public Schools
	$29,272

	10-0105-000
	Pleasanton Public Schools
	$10,564

	11-0001-000
	Tekamah-Herman Community Schools
	$35,574

	13-0001-000
	Plattsmouth Community Schools
	$108,888

	13-0022-000
	Weeping Water Public Schools
	$33,947

	24-0001-000
	Lexington Public Schools
	$163,012

	26-0001-000
	Ponca Public Schools
	$27,118

	27-0594-000
	Logan View Public Schools
	$34,432

	28-0015-000
	Douglas County West Community Schools
	$50,355

	30-0001-000
	Exeter-Milligan Public Schools
	$19,758

	32-0046-000
	Maywood Public School
	$9,628

	32-0095-000
	Eustis-Farnam Public Schools
	$15,507

	33-0021-000
	Cambridge Public Schools
	$21,537

	40-0126-000
	Doniphan-Trumbull Public School
	$32,380

	42-0002-000
	Alma Public Schools
	$20,234

	45-0029-000
	Ewing Public Schools
	$12,202

	45-0044-000
	Stuart Public School
	$10,990

	45-0239-000
	West Holt Public Schools
	$26,995

	49-0033-000
	Sterling Public Schools
	$15,506

	51-0006-000
	Paxton Consolidated Schools
	$8,881

	54-0576-000
	Wausa Public Schools
	$12,203

	54-0586-000
	Bloomfield Community Schools
	$15,151

	56-0055-000
	Sutherland Public Schools
	$24,049

	56-0565-000
	Wallace Public School Dist 65R
	$13,108

	59-0001-000
	Madison Public Schools
	$36,068


Requests Relative to the Budgeting Provisions

of the Tax Equity & Educational Opportunities Support Act

For the 2010/11 School Year


Recommendation 5
Retirement Contribution Increase (continued):
	61-0004-000
	Central City Public Schools
	$48,282

	69-0055-000
	Loomis Public Schools
	$14,357

	72-0032-000
	Shelby Public School
	$17,765

	72-0075-000
	High Plains Community Schools
	$22,457

	76-0068-000
	Friend Public Schools
	$28,524

	76-0082-000
	Wilber-Clatonia Public Schools
	$31,459

	77-0027-000
	Papillion-LaVista Public Schools
	$552,838

	80-0009-000
	Seward Public Schools
	$79,284

	81-0003-000
	Hay Springs Public Schools
	$13,242

	87-0013-000
	Walthill Public School
	$27,623

	87-0016-000
	Um o Ho n Nation Public School
	$43,127

	90-0560-000
	Wakefield Community School
	$22,743

	93-0012-000
	York Public Schools
	$78,604


Recommendation 6
Retirement Incentive
	County-District Number
	School District Name
	Amount to be Approved

	12-0502-000
	East Butler Public Schools
	$23,100


Requests Relative to the Budgeting Provisions

of the Tax Equity & Educational Opportunities Support Act

For the 2010/11 School Year


Recommendation 7
Special Supplementary Grants:

	County-District Number
	School

District

Name
	Project

Name
	Amount

to be

Approved

	13-0001-000
	Plattsmouth Community Schools
	JR ROTC
	$162,795

	28-0001-000
	Omaha Public Schools
	American Dairy Association of Nebraska
	$17,500

	
	
	Corporation for Public Broadcasting
	$120,346

	
	
	Sarpy County Safety
	$15,000

	
	
	Region VI Behavior Health
	$16,245

	
	
	Douglas County Board of Commissioners
	$12,000

	
	
	Nebraska Coordinating Commission for Postsecondary Education
	$400,000

	
	
	Building Bright Futures
	$50,000

	
	
	College World Series of Omaha, Inc.
	$1,564

	
	
	Citigroup Foundation
	$15,000

	
	
	Cox Communications, Inc.
	$2,000

	
	
	Learning Community
	$50,000

	
	
	Lowes Foundation
	$4,900

	
	
	KIOS FM Radio Station
	$750,000

	
	
	Lozier Foundation & Tuition
	$15,779

	
	
	National Council of Jewish Women
	$1,000

	
	
	Nebraska Educational Technology Association
	$1,500

	
	
	Common Sense Media
	$40,000

	
	
	Omaha Urban Health Education Center
	$6,047

	
	
	Skills USA
	$77,873

	
	
	Various Nebraska School Districts - Visiting Teachers from Spain Orientation
	$12,000

	
	
	Omaha Schools Foundation
	$78,733

	
	
	Sherwood Foundation
	$10,847,983

	
	
	United States Department of Education
	$13,525,430

	69-0044-000
	Holdrege Public Schools
	Phelps Memorial Hospital Foundation
	$10,000

	80-0009-000
	Seward Public Schools
	Seward Foundation
	$12,000


Requests Relative to the Budgeting Provisions

of the Tax Equity & Educational Opportunities Support Act

For the 2010/11 School Year


Recommendation 8
Staff Development Assistance
	County-District Number
	School District Name
	Amount to be Approved

	12-0502-000
	East Butler Public Schools
	$131,767


Recommendation 9
Voluntary Termination Agreements:

	County-District Number
	School District Name
	Amount to be Approved

	10-0069-000
	Ravenna Public Schools
	$5,956

	11-0001-000
	Tekamah-Herman Community Schools
	$122,256

	12-0502-000
	East Butler Public Schools
	$20,000

	13-0022-000
	Weeping Water Public Schools
	$24,535

	18-0011-000
	Harvard Public School
	$10,000

	27-0594-000
	Logan View Public Schools
	$24,785

	28-0015-000
	Douglas County West Community Schools
	$117,780

	33-0021-000
	Cambridge Public Schools
	$10,000

	36-0100-000
	Burwell Public Schools
	$32,884

	48-0300-000
	Tri County Public Schools
	$20,000

	54-0576-000
	Wausa Public Schools
	$68,000

	54-0586-000
	Bloomfield Community Schools
	$48,000

	59-0013-000
	Newman Grove Public Schools
	$14,400

	61-0004-000
	Central City Public Schools
	$60,210

	72-0075-000
	High Plains Community Schools
	$16,684

	77-0027-000
	Papillion-LaVista Public Schools
	$392,311

	78-0009-000
	Yutan Public Schools
	$28,662

	89-0024-000
	Arlington Public Schools
	$4,000

	93-0012-000
	York Public Schools
	$136,158
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