[PROPOSED] RESOLUTION
NEBRASKA STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION

SEPTEMBER 2, 2010


A.
WHEREAS the imposition of a direct expense by the federal government on state and local governments without providing the means to defray the expense imposed constitutes an unfunded mandate; and

B.
WHEREAS unfunded mandates make state and local governments legally responsible for raising and spending taxes on programs over which they have no control whatsoever, and regardless of the efficiency or effectiveness of the programs; and

C.
WHEREAS the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act, as amended (“PPACA”), which is the federal health care reform act enacted into law this year, contains unfunded mandates that will require the State of Nebraska to increase state spending on Medicaid by an amount expected to range between $526 million and $766 million over the next ten years; and

D. 
WHEREAS the State of Nebraska must balance its budget each fiscal year, resulting in substantial pressure to reduce State funding of education in order to pay for the significant increase in the State’s Medicaid costs required by PPACA; 


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Nebraska State Board of Education calls for the repeal of the unfunded Medicaid mandates contained in the PPACA and further calls for the replacement of PPACA with alternatives that will not burden the states with unfunded mandates that threaten their fiscal stability.
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