[image: image1.jpg]TO: Roger Breed, Ed.D.
Commissioner of Education

FROM: Margaret Worth, General Counsel

SUBJECT: Dismiss Option Enroliment Case No. 10-15, Malina v. East Butler Public
Schools

PROPOSED BOARD ACTION

in Option Enrollment Case No. 10-15, Malina v. East Butler Public Schools, adopt
the Hearing Officer’s Recommendation that the Petitioner’s request to withdraw
his Petition be granted and order that Case No. 10-15 be dismissed without
prejudice.

BACKGROUND INFORMATION
This Petition was filed with the State Board on June 11, 2010.

The Petitioner filed an option enroliment application to option his child out of his resident
district, Prague Public School District (now East Butler Public School District), and into
North Bend Central Public School District. Because the application was submitted after
the March 15" statutory deadline, the application needed to be approved by the option
district (North Bend Central Public School District) and the deadline needed to be
waived by the resident district (East Butler Public School District, formerly Prague Public
School District). Prague Public School District (now East Butler Public School District)
refused to waive the deadline and rejected Petitioner's Application on May 12, 2010.
The Petitioner filed a Petition to Appeal the rejection with the State Board on June 11,
2010 and filed an Amended Petition to Appeal on June 14, 2010. The State Board
assigned this case to Hearing Officer John Boehm on July 8, 2010.

In a Withdrawal of Appeal received by the Hearing Officer on August 12, 2010, the
Petitioner asked to withdraw his appeal for the reason that there is not sufficient time to
adjudicate this matter before the new school year begins. The Hearing Officer has
recommended that Petitioner's request to withdraw his Petition be granted.

Estimated Cost
John Boehm is under contract to provide hearing officer services for $100/hr.

Supporting Documentation Included: A copy of the petition, letter to parties,
certificate of service, Hearing Officer's Recommendation and all other pleadings
and filings.

For additional information on this item: Call Margaret Worth (402) 471-0310 or e-mail
Margaret. Worth(@nebraska.gov
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[image: image3.jpg]BEFORE THE STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION

STATE OF NEBRASKA
Greg Malina ) NDE Case No. 10-15
P O Box 58 )
Prague, NE 68050 )
)
Petitioner, )
)
v. ) HEARING OFFICER’S
) RECOMMENDATION
East Butler Public Schools )
212 South Madison )
P.O. Box 36 )
Brainard, NE 68626-0036 )
)
Respondent. )

This matter is before the Hearing Officer on a Petition seeking to over turn the decision of
the Respondent School District, denying the Petitioner’s option enrollment application. The
Petitioner has submitted a Withdrawal of Appeal dated August 11, 2010. The attorney for the
Respondent School District, Greg Perry, has no objection to the withdrawal of the appeal.

It is therefore recommended by the Hearing Officer that the State Board of Education
enter an order granting the Petitioner’s request to withdraw his appeal.

Dated this 16™ day of August, 2010.

Joh'M. Boehm, #15550
FILED 811 South 13" Street
Lincoln, NE 68508
| $lrzizonl (402) 475-0811
¢ NEBRKSE%S@:%%LMENT : Hearing Officer
OF




[image: image4.jpg]CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

The undersigned, John M. Boehin, hereby certifies that the original of the foregoing with
attached case file was hand delivered to Margaret D. Worth, Department of Education, 301
Centennial Mall South, Lincoln, NE 68509 on August 16, 2010, and a true and correct copy of
the foregoing was served by first class United States Mail, postage prepaid, on August 16, 2010,
to the following parties:

Maureen Freeman-Caddy
551 North Linden

P O Box 277

Wahoo, NE 68066

Gregory H. Perry
Attorney at Law

233 8. 13" St., Suite 1400
Lincoln, NE 68508

JOhl}"M. Boehm, #15550, Hearing Officer
V4

S/
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) Edstrom Bromm Lindahl & Freeman-Caddy

An Organization of Professional Corporations

John J. Edstrom 1923-2002 Maureen Freeman-Caddy, P.C.,L.L.O.

Curtis A. Bromm, P.C. Jovan Lausterer, P.C., L.L..O.
Loren L. Lindahl, P.C.

August 11, 2010

Nebraska Department of Education
301 Centennial Mall South

P.O. Box 94987

Lincoln, NE 68509-4987

RE:  Malina vs. Saunders Co. School District No. 78-0104
Case No. 10-15

Please file the enclosed Withdrawal of Appeal regarding the above Case. If you have any
questions, please do not hesitate to contact our office.

Sincerely,

EDSTROM, BROMM, LINDAHL,
& FREEMAN-CADDY

/7 Mm@@%[é

Maureen Freeman-Caddy

MrCijjw

551 North Linden = P.O. Box 277 » Wahoo, Nebraska 68066
Phone (402} 443-3225 » Facsimile (402) 443-4005
E-Mail: thefirm@wahoolaw.com




[image: image6.jpg]BEFORE THE STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION
STATE OF NEBRASKA

GREG L. MALINA

PO BOX 58

PRAGUE, NE 68050 CASE NO. 10-15

Petitioner

WITHDRAWAL OF
APPEAL

vs.

SAUNDERS COUNTY SCHOOL
DISTRICT NO. 78-0104, now known as
BUTLER COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT
NO. 12-0502, also known as

EAST BUTLER PUBLIC SCHOOLS

212 S. Madison

P.0. Box 36

Brainard, NE 68626-0036

M S e Sl S e S S M M e e M S e N N S

Respondent.
COMES NOW Maureen Freeman-Caddy on behalf of Greg Malina, in the above
captioned matter and hereby withdraws the Appeal of Petitioner Greg Malina, as time is not
sufficient to adjudicate this matter before the new school year begins
Dated this 7[/[__ day of August, 2010.

/ AT~
GREG L. MALINA, Petitionér 7
/ X /;',// / /

Pl =
7z
.

Db Y AN 2f

alfeen Freemah-Caddy #20045
BDSTROM, BROMM, LINDAHL,
& FREEMAN-CADDY
551 North Linden ¢ P.O. Box 277
Wahoo, NE 68066
Phone (402) 443-3225
Fax (402) 443-4005
Attorneys for Petitioner
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The undersigned hereby certifies that a copy of the foregoing document was sent by
United States Mail, postage prepaid, on the /{ day of August, 2010, to the following:

John Boehm

Hearing Officer

811 South 13™ Street

Lincoln, NE 68509-3226

James Koontz, Superintendent
East Butler Public Schools
P.O. Box 36

Brainard, NE 68626-0036

Gregory H. Perry

PERRY, GUTHERY, HAASE &
GESSFOR, P.C.,L.L.O.

233 S. 13" Street, Suite 1400

Lincoln, NE 68508 7
el /. /" GV(/( Y
Maufeen FreemarZCaddy” = [/

7
4



[image: image8.jpg]NEBRASKA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

Roger D. Breed, Ed.D., Commissioner

Scott Swisher, Ed.D., Deputy Commissioner
2301 Centennial Mall South & P.Q. Box 94987 = Lincoln, Nebraska 68509-4987
Telephone (Voice/TDD): 402-471-2295 = Fax: 402-471-0117 s www.education.ne.gov

CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

July 8, 2010

Greg Malina My, James Koontz, Superintendent
P.0O. Box 58 East Butler Public Schools

Prague, NE 68050 P.0. Box 36

Brainard, NE 68626-0036

RE: Case No. 10-15
Dear Mr. Malina and Mr. Koontz:
The Commissioner has appointed John Boehm to serve as the Hearing Officer in Case No. 10-

15. Attached is a copy of the appointment. Future filings in this case should be made with Mr.
Boehm. His address is: 811 South 13 Street, Lincoln, NE 68509-3226, (402) 475-0811.

Sincerely,

Scott Summers
Legal Counsel 111

Attachment
ce: John Boehm
Russ Inbody

Maureen Freeman-Caddy, Attorney for Petitioner

State Board of Education

Kandy Imes Jim Scheer Robert Evaen Mark Quandahl Rebecea Valdez Patricia H. Timm Fred Meyer Joe Higgins
President Vice President District 1 District 2 District 4 District 5 District 6 District 8

District 7 District 3 301 South 13th Street 4885 South 116th St 3922 South 23rd Street 1020 North 21st Steeet 1580 Highway 281 5067 South 107th Street
1850 20th Street P.O. Box 16 Suite 500 Suite 100 Omaha, NE 68107 Beatrice, NE 68310 St. Paul, NI 68873 Omaha, NE 68127
Gering, NE 69341 Norfolk, NE 68702 Linceln, NE 68508 Omaha, NE 68137

an oqual opportunity agency



[image: image9.jpg]BEFORE THE STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION
STATE OF NEBRASKA

GREG L. MALINA

P O BOX 58
PRAGUE, NE 68050
CASE NO. 10-15

Petitioners,

ASSIGNMENT OF CASE
TO HEARING OFFICER

p/

East Butler Public Schools
212 S. Madison

P.O. Box 36

Brainard, NE 68626-0036

Respondent,

Pursuant to Title 92, Nebraska Administrative Code, Chapter 61, and pursuant to the

State Board’s grant of authority on July 8, 2010, I hereby appoint John Boehm as the Board’s
hearing officer in this case. The hearing officer shall conduct any necessary hearing or hearings

and submit proposed findings of fact, recommended conclusions of law, and a recommended

@%D.Breed, Ed.D.

Commissioner of Education

final decision to the Board.

DATED this 5 day of July, 2010.

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

The undersigned hereby certifies that a copy of the foregoing Assignment of Case to Hearing
Officer was served upon Greg Malina, P.O. Box 58, Prague, NE 68050; Mr. James Koontz,
Superintendent, East Butler Public Schools, P.O. Box 36, Brainard, NE 68626-0036; Maureen
Freeman-Caddy, Esq., Edstrom, Bromm, Lindahl & Freeman-Caddy, P.O. Box 277, Wahoo, NE
68066; and John Boehm, Hearing Officer, 811 South 13th Street, Lincoln, NE 68509-3226 via
United States Mail, first class postage prepaid on this h day of July, 2010.
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STATE OF NEBRASKA
GREG L. MALINA )
PO BOX 58 )
PRAGUE, NE 68050 ) CASE NO. 10-15
)
Petitioner, )
) ANSWER
V8. )
)
SAUNDERS COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT ) = e
NO. 78-0104, now known as BUTLER COUNTY ) !/’);) FILED é)é
SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 12-0502, also known as ) ] )
EAST BUTLER PUBLIC SCHOOLS, ) JUN 24 2010
212 S. Madison ) e —————
P.0O. Box 36 ) | NEBRASKA D
Brainard, NE 68626-0036 ) : AR
)
Respondent. )

Respondent, Butler County School District No. 12-0502, a/k/a East Butler Public
Schools, for its Answer to the Petitioner's Petition, admits, denies and alleges as follows:

1. Deny all allegations of Petitionet's Petition except those allegations which are
specifically admitted hercin and those allegations which may constitute admissions against
Petitioner's interest.

2: Allege that Respondent, Butler County School District 0502, a/k/a East Butler
Public Schools, is a Class IIT school district and a political subdivision of the State of Nebraska.

3. Allege that the Respondent and Saunders County School District No. 78-0104
acted in full conformity with the law and their policies and standards with regard to the
Petitioner’s option enrollment applications.

4. Allege that the applications in question were not timely filed in accordance with

law and Board policy and were properly rejected on such basis.



[image: image11.jpg]5. Allege that Petitioner’s Petition fails to state a cause of action upon which relief

can be granted, that there is a lack of subject matter jurisdiction relating to Petitioner’s Petition,

and that Petitioner has not timely or prop

erly perfected his appeal.

WHEREFORE, Respondent prays that the State Board of Education dismiss the Petition

with prejudice at Petitioner’s cost, for attorney fees, and for other appropriate relief.

BUTLER COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT NO.
12-0502, a/k/a EAST BUTLER PUBLIC
SCHOOLS, Respondent

BY: PERRY, GUTHERY, HAASE &
GESSFORD, P.C,, L.L.O.
BY: "/.//A’)/M Ty

233 So. 13" St., Suite 1400
Lincoln, Nebraska 68508
(402) 476-9200
gperry@perrylawfinm.com

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

The undersigned hereby certifies that a copy of the above Answer was served on the

following persons as required by the
June ,2010:

Department of Education rules on this 2y day of

Via regular first class mail, postage
prepaid:

Maureen Freeman-Caddy

Attomney for Petitioner
EDSTROM, BROMM, LINDAHL,
& FREEMAN-CADDY

PO Box 277

Wahoo, NE 68066

Via hand-delivery:

Scott Summers, Legal Counsel 111
State Board of Education

State Office Building, 6th Floor
301 Centennial Mall South
Lincoln, NE 68509

Dr. Roger Breed, Commissioner of Education
and Russ Inbody, Enrollment Option
Nebraska Department of Education

State Office Building, 6th Floor

301 Centennial Mall South

Lincoln, NE 68509
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STATE OF NEBRASKA

GREG L. MALINA )
P O BOX 58 )
PRAGUE, NE 68050 ) CASENO. /0~/

)

Petitioner )

)

)
Vs. )

)
SAUNDERS COUNTY SCHOOL ) CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE
DISTRICT NO. 78-0104, now known as )
BUTLER COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT )
NO. 12-0502, also known as )
EAST BUTLER PUBLIC SCHOOLS ) ?
212 S. Madison ) éw FILED 05 |
P.O. Box 36 )
Brainard, NE 68626-0036 ) JUN 17 2010

)

Respondent. ) NEBRASKA DEPARTMENT
OF EDUCATION

The undersigned hereby certifies that a copy of the Amended Petition to Appeal
was sent by United States Mail, postage prepaid, on the 16th day of June, 2010, to the

following:

Mr. Jim Koontz, Superintendent

Butler County School District No. 12-0502

212 South Madison
P.O. Box 36
Brainard, NE 68626-0036

Ly

M}rﬁ7n Freemam/-éﬁdﬁy
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STATE OF NEBRASKA

GREG L. MALINA )
P OBOX 58 )
PRAGUE, NE 68050 )
)
Petitioner, )

) CERTIFICATE OF

vs. ) SERVICE

)
East Butler Public Schools )
212 S. Madison )
P.O. Box 36 )
Brainard, NE 68626-0036 )
)
Respondent. )

The undersigned hereby certifies that copies of the Petition in Case No. 10-15 was

sent to:
Mr. Gary L. Malina Maureen Freeman-Caddy
P.O. Box 58 EDSTROM, BROMM, LINDAHL,
Prague, NE 68050 & FREEMAN-CADDY

P.O. Box 277
Wahoo, NE 68066

EAST BUTLER PUBLIC SCHOOLS

James Koontz, Superintendent

P.O. Box 36

Brainard, NE 68626-0036

By United States mail, certified mail return receipt requested on this (’{z ?day of

June, 2010.

O:OMW—

Scott Summers #20169
- ] General Counsel’s Office

{ éw FILED OLf Nebraska Department of Education
i 301 Centennial Mall South, 6™ floor

?
JUN 14 2010 % Lincoln, NE 68509
|

(402) 471-7828

NEBRASKA DEPARTMENT
OF EDUCATION
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Roger D. Breed, Ed.D., Commissioner
Scott Swisher, Ed.D., Deputy Commissioner
301 Centennial Mall South = P.O. Box 94987 = Lincoln, Nebraska 68509-4987
Telephone (Voice/TDD): 402-471-2295 w  Fax: 402-471-0117 = www.education.ne.gov

CERIIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

June 14, 2010

Greg Malina East Butler Public Schools
P.O. Box 58 James Koontz, Superintendent
Prague, NE 68050 212 8. Madison, P.O. Box 36

Brainard, NE 68626-0036
RE:  Case No. 10-15
Dear Mr. Greg Malina and Mr. Koontz:

The attached appeal to the State Board was received and filed 6/14/10. The State Board of
Education will consider assigning this case to a hearing officer pursuant to the Department’s
Rule 61. Once appointed, the hearing officer will contact the parties regarding scheduling a
hearing on this appeal. Any hearing will be conducted pursuant to Rule 61. Copies of both
Rule 19 (School Enrollment) and Rule 61 (Contested Cases) are enclosed.

Pursuant to Section 004 of Rule 61, a Respondent who chooses to file a responsive pleading
must do so within 20 days of the date of the mailing of the petition to the Respondent.

Sincerely,

Tt e
Scott Summers - ’
Legal Counsel III

Enc: Rule 19

Rule 61
Petition
Certificate of Service - s
, %9, D O3
> i ~7
ce: Dr. Roger Breed, Commissioner of Education ! JUN 010 ;
Maureen Freeman-Caddy, Attorney for Petitioner
Russ Inbody, Enrollment Option
NEBRASKA DEPARTMENT
OO AT
OF EDUCATION
i
State Board of Education
Kandy Imes Jim Scheer Robert Evnen Mark Quandahl Rebecea Valdez Patricia H. Timm Fred Meyer Joe Higgins
President Vice President District 1 District 2 District 4 District 5 District 6 District 8
District 7 District 3 301 South 13th Strect 4885 South 118th St 3922 South 23rd| Street 1020 North 2Ist Street 1580 Highway 281 5067 South 107th Street
+1850 20th Street P.G. Box 16 Suite 500 Suite 100 Omaha, NE 68107 Beatrice, NE 68310 St. Paul, NE 68873 Omaha, NE 68127
Gering, NE 69341 Norfolk, NE 68702 Lincoln, NE 68508 Omaha, NE 68137

an equal opportunity agency
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STATE OF NEBRASKA

GREG L. MALINA )
P O BOX 58 ) »
PRAGUE, NE 68050 ) CASENO. (O -]
)
Petitioner ) AMENDED
) PETITION TO
) APPEAL
vs. )
)
SAUNDERS COUNTY SCHOOL ) -
DISTRICT NO. 78-0104, now known as ) i %CQ FILED Oy
BUTLER COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT ) P ;
NO. 12-0502, also known as ) JUN 14 2010 ;
EAST BUTLER PUBLIC SCHOOLS ) "
212 S. Madison ) | NEBRASKADEPARTMENT
P.0. Box 36 ) k OF EDUCATION |
Brainard, NE 68626-0036 )
)
Respondent. )

Petitioner, in accordance with Title 92, Chapter 61, of the Nebraska Administrative Code,
appeals the decision of Saunders County School District No. 78-0104 attached hereto, and states
and alleges as follows:

1. Pursuant to Neb. Rev, Stat. §79-239 (Reissue 2008), the State Board of Education
has jurisdiction over an Appeal of a rejection by a school district pursuant to the
enrollment option program laws of the State of Nebraska.

2. That the Petitioner requests that the Application for Student Transfer Nebraska
Enrollment Option Program for the 2010/2011 School Year be approved
permitting Emily Malina (8" Grade) and Joshua L. Malina (2™ Grade) to be
allowed to transfer to the North Bend Central Public School District for the
201072011 school year.

3. That this Board shall make its determination pursuant to Neb. Rev. Stat. §79-239,
which sets forth the proceedings to be held.

4. That following are the material facts of this case:

a. That at the Option Enrollment deadline of March 15, 2010 the Prague Public
School District Board of Education’s position, as known to the public, was
that it would be operating for the 2010/2011 school year. This Petitioner had
considered whether to request a transfer prior to that time, however, because




[image: image16.jpg]of the understanding the Board had given publicly, the Petitioner determined
that he and his wife would allow their children to attend that school district for
one more year while school was being held in Prague, Nebraska.

b. There was no way for Petitioner to be aware that there would be no school
offered to their older child in Prague at the time that the Open Enrollment
deadline of March 15, 2010 passed.

c. That Petitioner is a member of the United States Armed Forces and is
deployed frequently. He leaves his wife behind to take care of the children.
She works in Schuyler, Nebraska and in the event that this appeal does not
overturn the determination of the Prague School Board, there will be a burden
placed on the family because of the disallowance for the requested transfer, as
Brainard, Nebraska lies 20 miles southwest of Prague (whete their daughter
would attend) and Schuyler is 29.5 miles northwest of Prague. Their daughter
is needed to provide supervision for their son, therefore attendance at separate
schools does not provide for this necessity.

d. That because of the timing with the Prague Public School Board in
determining that it would merge with the East Butler School District and close
the Junior High — High School facility, the Petitioner believes he was
prejudiced and that his rights were negated in making a determination as to
where his child would attend school for the upcoming school year. He wishes
to keep both siblings in the same school district and thus, the request was
made to transfer both children to the North Bend Central Public Schools,
which is thirteen (13) miles north of the Prague School.

That on June 1, 2010, the Prague Public School District was merged into the
East Butler Public School District, after approval of a plan submitted by both
Districts on May 14, 2010 by the State Committee for the Reorganization of
School Districts. Butler County School District 12-0502 is the successor
district to the former Saunders County District 78-0104, the district which
made the determination herein. No high school program is planned to be
offered in Prague for the 2010/2011 school year.

I

5. Attached hereto is a copy of the determination rejecting the request by the
Petitioner. Such rejection was signed by the Superintendent of Prague Public
Schools. That less than thirty (30) days has passed since the receipt of decision
by the Petitioner from the Prague Public School District.

WHEREFORE, Petitioner requests that the State Board of Education reverse the action of
the Prague Public School Board and approve the waiver of the deadline date, allowing the
Petitioner to submit the application to the North Bend Central School District for approval.



[image: image17.jpg]Dated this //  day of June, 2010.

GREG L. MALINA, Petlﬁoner
y é&/
By: | /

M’a(ur en Free - Caddy #20043
ROM, OMM, LINDAHL,

& FREEMAN-CADDY

551 North Linden © P.O. Box 277

Wahoo, NE 68066

Phone (402) 443-3225

Fax (402) 443-4005

Attorneys for Petitioner




[image: image18.jpg]Prague Public School

District 104
BOARD OF EDUCATION ADMINISTRATION
P. 0. BOX 98
President MARLENE WADE PRAGUE, NE 68050 Buperintendent/Principe! RAYMOND COLLINS
Vice (President  GARY VYHLIDAL
Becretary MIKE SCHAEFER PHONE (402) 663-4388
Jreasuter LORRI PETRZELKA FAX (402) 663-4312
flember DAN CODR
fember MICHELLE VANEK
May 13, 2010

Greg and April Malina,
Prague, NE 68050
Dear Mr. and Mrs. Malina

On Aprit 15, 2010 | received your Application for Student Transfer via the Nebraska Option Enrollment
program for Emily and Josh. Prague’s current policy governing option enroliment does not allow me as
Superintendent of Schools to waive the March 15" deadline except in cases meeting specific criteria. As
| reviewed our Policy it does appear as though your case meets these criteria. | took your request to the
Prague Board of Education at the regularly scheduled meeting on May 12, 2010 to see if our potential
merger would be considered a circumstance in which the Board might waive the option deadline. The
Board did not waive the option deadline in this case but wanted to support the merger with the general
feeling that allowing students to leave the District prior o the effective date of the merger is destabilizing
to the success of the merger.

| believe you have two options. 1) You can file an appeal as stated in the FAQ area of the Nebraska
Department of Education website that discusses the enroliment option program. (| copied below)

What can we do if the Enroliment Option Application is denied?

If an application is denied by the option school district or by the resident school district,
the denying school district shall state in the nofification the reason for the denial. The
parertt or legal guardian may appeal a denial {o the State Board of Education within thirty
days after the date the notification of the denial was received. A sample petition form for
this appeal can be found in Appendix A of the Department’s Rule 61

(hitp://www.nde. state.ne. us/LEGAL/RULES1.himl).

2) File another request with the newly formed “Enlarged East Butler District” which will be
created if the State Committee for Reorganization approves the re-organization petition with
East Butler on May 14, 2010.

Sincerely,

Raymond D, Collins, Superintendent/Principal
Prague Public Schools 78-0104



[image: image19.jpg]Nebreska Department of Education NDE 25010
Enroiment Oplion Program Revised: 4/2008
301 Genlenniat Mell South, .0, Box 94887 Date Duc: March 15
Linceln, NE 68500-4987; (402) 471-3323
APPLICATION FOR STUDENT TRANSFER
NEBRASKA ENROLLMENT OPTION PROGRAM
2090/2011 SCHOOL YEAR

BEGTION:A IO BE COMPLETED BY THE PARENT, LEGAL GUARDIAN, OR STUDENT {If an emancipated minor) requesting a transfer to

‘alténd & sehool district other than the district of resldence. Beiween Septernber 1 and March 18, this application musl be sent, (postmarked) or
delivered to the Option School District. if after March 15, this application MUST be accompanied by a WRITTEN release {waiver) from an
authorized official of the Resident District or Seclion 2 musl bs compleled by the resident school district,

Student Name (Last, First, ML) s i " T
AL EhLy L rte: ;ABE— '-I-M ; Dey_¥3 _ Yeer 197
ParenyGuardian Name {Las{, Firsl, M.l.} Malling Address Residence Address (if different)
- GREEORY L MAUNA B0 B0} S8 =l N _MOLOAY
ip Co slophong Number (homelwaorl
" PRRGUE P 8050 blboarieny | Boa- 1345
Expacted Grade Level al Time of Envoliment. KO 10 20) 30 40 50 60 70 e® 90 100 110 20
Does Sludenl Require Special Education Services?  (check one} Yes () No @W
if Yes, Does the Studenl Have an Individualized Education Program (IEP)? Yes {2 Mo § b)
15 the Applicanl a Sioiing of a Gurrenl Oplion Student? {check one) Yes () o al
Has fhe Applicant Allended Option Districl for the Immediately Preceding 2 Years? Yes O) No-G@h
Does Applicant qualify for free or reduced price lunches? Yes £ No- @8

Signatyss of Parenl: Dale: R =

o Cal L W -13-10

Resdenl Didtrict Name epd Number: Building Currently Allending:
e, Pomi o Scheols 78-010Y

Option Disleitt Name and Number: . o Building Preference:
S Pomd Ut Rublic Schools  7-05%5

Application must be sent or delivered to the Ontion School District

SEGTION 2 TO BE COMPLETED BY THE RESIDENT SGHOOL DISTRICT {only if this application Is submitted by the parent, legal
guardlan or student after the March 15 deadling), s s

“The resident district waives deadline dates: “The tesident disirict will not waive deadline dates: &’
z T =
Reason for Denfal (reaulred): bwl!)wn’“w\ erdber "‘a'\-\,v L'\/&;w: SN Y

ah Gl
I

~N,on foaee

Name and Tllle of Authorized Official:

Date! -

. S,\ V\r"—x’\:\/\«"".—\'_./\'ibwig‘
S 13200

¥
SECTION 3: 7O BE COMPLETED BY THE OPTION SCHOOL DISTRICT., Whether approved or denied, send photocoples to the
Applicant, the Resident District and to the Department of Education.

OPTION SCHOOL DISTRICT NAME: Date this Application Received:

County County-Districl Number Phone Number,

The Option Scheol District:  Approves. {or) Disapproves this applicaion.
Rezson for Denial {required):

If district spproves Inis application, date student wii begin allending Option Distdct:  Monlh Day Year
Name and Tille of Aulhorized Official:

Date Application AcceplediRejected: Signature:

CHANGE OF STATUS

To he completed by an authorized ofiicial of the Option Districl (or parent) when the Oplion student quits the option, withdraws the applicetion
prior o attending or If the Option studenl's Resident Distric! changes for any reason and the student confinues .altending the Option District
(original residenl). Send photocoples to the Applicant, the Resident District and the Department of Educatlon.

The Stalus of This Sludent is Changed for the Following Reason{s}:

Véithdrawat of Ihe epplication prior Has completed Lhe grades Ajtending High Scheolina
to altending the present school year, offered in the Option District, dlstrict which Is affiliated with
the resident District
Cancelintion of Enrolimenl Oplion Discontinualion of school atlendance
during the present schoal year. (moved away, deceased, eic.).
Other {Specify}
Date Change of Status: Monlh Day Year

New Mailing Address:

City: Zip Code: Telephone Number (homefwork):

New Residenl School Dislrict Name:

County: County District Number: Phone Number:

Name and Tille of Option Districl Official {or parent):

Dale: Signature:

SEE INSTRUCTIONS ON NEXT PAGE

Rovised 416109



[image: image20.jpg]Nebraska Deparlmenl of Education NDE 25-010
Enyoliment Option Program Revised: 4/2008
301 Centennial Mall Sauth, P.O. Box 94987 Date Due: March 15

Lincoln, NE 68503-4987; (402) 471-3323
APPLICATION FOR STUDENT TRANSFER
NEBRASKA ENROLLMENT OPTION PROGRAM
201012011 SCHOOL YEAR

2 BE COMPLETED BY THE PARENT, LEGAL GUARDIAN, DR STUDENT (If an emancipated minor) requesting s transfer to

a&tend a school disfrict other fhan the districl of residence. Between September 1 and March 15, this application must bs sen, (postmarked) or
delivered to the Option School District. If afler March 15, this application MUST be accompanied by @ WRITTEN release {waiver) from an
authorized official of lhe Resldent Disirlct or Section 2 must be completed by the residenl school districl.

Student Name {Lasl, First, .1} Birhdale: Monih___ pay_ & Year RGO

MAL\ A Q—OS“UF Lo Sex FL)  mE@__

Parenﬁierdran Name (Les(@ra‘g Ié QP\ Q L_ Ms\l‘\r&gédfﬁé:sai 58 Resldenﬁ?&idr&i\sf {if c}l\f;\s%rBDA U

Sy ) R N UE Zp Codebgo 50 Telm\(oge Nurber (home woél% 0015

Expacled Grade Level at Time of Encoliment: KO 10 2@ 3© 40 50 Q) 70 80 30 100 11O 1200

Doss Student Require Special Education Services?  (check one) Yes @8 No e B in TR
{f Yes, Does lhe Student Have an Individualized Educatlon Program (1£P)? Yes () No @ Sor reading

fs he Applicant a Sibling of 2 Currenl Oplion Sludent? {check one} Yes (0 No

Has the Applicant Allended Option District for the immediately Preceding 2 Years? Yes O No @

Does Applicanl qualify for free or reduced price lunches? Yes_ No, Q

Slgna(ure?)iammi f Dater L_}._ [3 - IO

gsiden! Dislrict Nare gnd Number > Building Currently Allending:
= Y
eqd & Poblic G lasls g -pioy
tion Districl Name ant Numbe.

PH SJ-&O/S 9]7 0595 Buliding Preference;
) Vi

Appitcation must be sent or dehvered 1o the Option School District

SECTION 2! TOBE COMPLETED BY THE RESIDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT {only if this application Is submitted by the parent, legal
uardlan or student after the March 15 deadline),

The resident district walves deadline dates: The resident distict will not waive deadfine dales: . X

NI M TN e T
i«ia:.:\:\\ b (.i,uf\/}‘\ é—\l}a,—/\)./ beodd 4
P conBolel
i

SECTION 3: 7O BE COMPLETED BY THE OPTION SCHOOL DISTRICT. Whether approved or denied, send photocoples to the
Applicant, the Restdent District and to the Department of Education.

-Reason for Denlal (required);

Name and Title of Aufnorized Oficial__ Y=
Dale: .. e Signature:
G B 20 l

OPTION SCHOOL DISTRICT NAME ! Date this Application Received:
County County-District Number Phone Number
“The Oplion School District: ~ Approves, {or} Disapproves this application,

Reason for Dental {required):

if districl approves this applicalion, date student will bepin atlending Option Dislrist:  Month Day Year
Name and Title of Authorized Official:

Date Appiicalion Accepted/Rejected: Signature:

CHANGE OF STATUS

To be compieted by an authorized official of the Option District {or parent) when the Oplion student quits the option, dravss the application
prier fo attending or if the Option student's Resident District changes for any reason and the student continues altending the Option District
(original residenl). Send photocoples fo tne Applicant, the Resident District and the Depariment of Education.

The Status of Thls Student is Changed for the Following Reasen(s):

Withdrawal of he application prior Has completed the grades Altending High Schoolina
to atlending the present school year. offered in the Oplion Distric!, district which Is affifiated with
1he resident Disircl,
Canceliation of Enroliment Option Disconlinusfion of schoo! aliendance
during the present school year, (moved awiay, deceased, efc.).
Other (Specify)
Dale Change of Stalus: Monlh Day Year

New Mailing Address:

City: Zip Code: Telephone Number {romehvork):

New Residenl School Disirict Name:

County: County Distrct Number: Phone Number:

Name and Tilie of Option Dislrict Official {or parent):

Dale: Signalure:

SEE INSTRUCTIONS ON NEXT PAGE Rovisod 413109
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Option Enroliment

The Prague Public School will only accept and act upon option petitions that are correctly
completed and are received within the stated time periods.

Standards of acceptance or rejection for receiving option students may be based on the
capacity of a class, program, or building.

Capacity shall be determined by setting a maximum number of option students that a
district will accept in any program, class, grade level, or school building, based upon available
staff, facilities, projected enroliment of resident students, projected number of students with which
the option district will contract based on existing contractual arrangements, and availability of
appropriate special education programs. The school hoard may by resolution declare a program,
a class, or a school unavailable to option students due to lack of capacity

Classes and programs at Prague Public School will be closed to option students when
the following number of students has been reached:

Kindergarten 18

Grades 1-6 25 per classroom
Grades 7-12 23 per class
SPED for Grades K-12 18

Option applications will be accepted from September 1 through March 15 for the ensuing
year. In order to provide fairness and equity, all applications reaching the Superintendent’s desk
will be noted with date and time received. The Board authorizes the Superintendent to act upon
applications in the order in which they were received pursuant to this policy.

Applications to option into and out of District 104 will be accepted past the March 15"
deadline ONLY when the situation allows for a waiver of option deadline (automatic option
students), or when residents new o the area wish to exercise their option at the time of their
address change.

Siblings of option students will be considered automatic options regardiess of capacity if
they a). Make application for the same school year as the option student first makes application
or, b). Make application for the first school year in which they are of school age.

Legal References:
Neb. Rev. Stat. 79-232 to 79-247
NDE Rule 19

Reviewed May 13, 2009
Amended June 10, 2009
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APPENDIX A: Sample Petition Form for Contested Cases

BEFORE THE STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION
STATE OF NEBRASKA

(Name) g CASE NO. (LEAVE BLANK)
(Address) % ’
3
Petitioner, )
vs. g PETITION
N (Name) ;
(Address) i
Respondent. g

Petitioner, in accordance with Title 92, Chapter 61, of the Nebraska Administrative Code,

states and alleges as follows:

1. (Set forth a concise statement of the grounds upon which the Board's authority or
jurisdiction depends.)

2. (Specifically state the legal rights, duties, or privileges of the petitioner that the
Board is required by law to determine.)

3. (Concisely set forth all material facts upon which the petition or appeal is based.)

4. (Attach as exhibits copies of any documents discussed above. If this is an appeal of

a decision of the Commissioner, attach a copy of his or her determination.)

WHEREFORE, Petitioner requests that the State Board of Education (state
remedy sought)
Dated this ___dayof ___ 19
(Signature)

(If attorney for petitioner, list address)

15
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APPENDIX A: Sample Petition Form for Contested Cases, Page 2

VERIFICATION
State of Nebraska )
) ss
County of )
I , being first duly sworn under oath, state that I have read the

contents of the foregoing petition and that to the best of my knowledge, information, and belief
such contents are true and there is reasonable cause for filing said petition.

Subscribed and sworn before me this day of .19, by

(Name of Petitioner)

(Seal)

Notary Public

16
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By Lisa Brichacek

WAHOO - The Saw
County Museumn in Wl
was abuzz with activity S
wgey momt

according to Saun:
ty Historical Society Pr
Gent Dorothy Medun

Thirty-three college stu-
dehts from North Dekota
jumped oF the bus at  am.
By the time they got back on
the bus at noon, the musewmn
complex had 2 niew look.

The siudents painte
roomms and haliways ins
of the museum, clezned
ters, took downm outdoor
Christmas decorations, took
down indoor Christmas dec-
orations, helped put togeth-
er quilt rafde books, trans-
ferred heavy items from the
basement fo outbuilds
swept the church and bok
ished the pews, sw
schoolhouse and polished
the desk, swept 2nd cleaned
inside the machine shed and
cleaned the depot.

The Pay It Forward Towr
is a nineday alternative
spring brezk trip sponsored
by the national nonprofit
group, Students Today Lead-
ers Forever, The organiza-
tion plans one large service
vroject each spring break.
This year, that big project
will be in HHew Orleans.

But collese students head-
ing to that destination don't
miss the opportunity to help
out zlong the way.

“We just do service pro-

s nice fo help pecple, and if's
so much fun,

4 more peo-
pleces.
portun

~ Stepnonis Graraiow

along the way wheie
p,” Bus Leader Josh

Jects by Bethlehem Lutheran
h.
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in Farw)

Tealice how much A ynu

.00 was the first of five
COmHuHhY service PX’OJ“C(
stops for the North
bus. Kvidt said they arrived
in toom on Friday evening
and. enjoyed the overnizht
‘hospitality shown to them

e doing this.”

Gafroh ag
2 great opportunity to
ent cultures and

G
braska before with the track

HELPFUL STROIE: Cﬁ“ﬂge student Mandy Gefron does some louch up viork f the
S5um Saturday morning. She was one of 33 North Delota studenls helping out at e m
2 nation-wide communily service project.

Saynders County bu-
m 25 part of

PO AR
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PO BoX 2

UG 1ig ag 26650277
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Schools see
ups, downs
in state aid

Sy DeManca Afiels
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2010/2031
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il
$18.507
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$862.744
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Prague: Questions still linger about reorganization process, enroliment numbers

Continued from Page 14
elementary and high school
levels next year.

“The board has taken the
position that we will be open
through the end of 2011,” she
stated.

When asked later in the
meeting again about the dis-
trict’s future, Board Member
Lorri Petrzelka confirmed
that.

“The board’s commitment
is 2011, that May graduation
class will be the last graduat-
ing class at Prague,” she
said.

Patrons and staff also had
concerns about attendance
numbers, even if the school
should be open.

Parent John Sousek said
his concern was that there
may not be enough students
at the high school level to
produce teams for sporis or

other activities.

Prague Superintendent
Ray Collins stated that was
already the case for some ac-
tivities at the high school.

According to several audi-
ence members, there has
been a lot of discussion in
the district about option en-
rollment. By the Nebraska
Department of BEducation
rules, a student can opt to go
to a school in a district other
than their place of resi-
dence.

Those applications for the
enrollment option program
must be submitted between
Sept. 1 and March 15. Appli-
cations to option out to an-
other district can be submit-
ted after Monday. However,
later submissions incur ad-
ditional paperwork, and
there are also penalties, in-
cluding a 90-day ineligibili-

fa53

OUT OF THE GUTTER: A student taking part in the Students Today
Leaders Forever community service tour cleans out a gutter on ihe
main museum roof. (Staff Phoios by Lisa Brichacek)

Tour: Students lend hand

ty, that can be imposed by
the Nebraska School Activi-
ties Association.

“What's going on, that’s
our concern,” Brown stated.

Brown and other parents
said not knowing which
other district Prague was
reorganizing with prior to
the March 15 deadline puf
even more uncertainty into
the equation.

Some patrons wanted
some certainty for next year
and got their student’s en-
rollment option applications
in prior to March 15.

Walioo Superintendent Bd
Rastovski confirmed Mon-
day evening that Wahoo had
received a few applications.

Late last week, East But-
ler Superintendent Jim
Kontz said his district had
received about 16 applica-
tions.

On  Tuesday morning.
Collins said he was still un-
sure how many families sub-
mitted option applications to
other school districts.

“That is one of my tasks
today (o go through the op-
tion paperwork and see who
is going and who is staying,”
he said.

He said he expects he has
gotten most of the paper-
work from the other dis-
tricts, but a few more could
trickle in if the applications
were submitted on Monday.
The districts receiving the
option student accept the ap-
plication and then forward it
onto the district the student
is leaving.

Collins said he has al-
ready gotten option paper-
work from Wahoo, East But-
ler and North Bend school
districts.

“I'm not surprised that we
had some students option,”
he added.

He said the NSAA’s eligi-
bility rule as well as the gen-
eral uncertainty of the dis-
trict’s future has lead some
families to make that deci-
sion.

Collins reported that stu-
dents at both the high school
and elementary school had
filed option out applications.

Until he could get an exact
count at each grade level, he
said he was unsure how it
would impact next year’s
classes.

“I'm pretty confident
there will be an elementary
school,” he said.

He didn’t rule out classes
being able to continue next
year at the high school, but
said that would be some-
thing that the board would

have to take a look at.

“There axe just a lot of fac-
tors that go into that,” he
stated.

Without any students
leaving, enrollment for
grades nine through 12
looked to be only 35 stu-
dents.

Collins said he would
have a better grasp of the
numbers now with option
enrollment by the time the
board met on Wednesday
evening.

He said should the board
have to make a decision
about contracting high
school students to another
district next year, there
would be additional ques-
tions to ask the school's at-
torney, such as how to best
work with high school staff
and their contracts.

Aid: Administrators take stock of new state aid numbers

Continued from Page 1A

Bolilken couldn’t pinpoint
one specific reason for the
decrease this year, but stat-
ed it was just a combination
of the more than 20 factors
the state bases the aid num-
bers on.

“We did know there would
be some decrease due to our
enrollment being down, but
it is only down a few stu-
dents,” Bohlken said. “Not
enough to be the entire fac-
tor for the decrease.”

The school will continue
to watch it’s bottom line in
the budget.

“We tightened the belt a
few years ago,” he said.
“Now we will just have to
keep the belt tight.”

Raymond Central School

Digtriot alen fnnlr 5 ciomifi.

was the only other area
school to see a loss in state
aid.

According to Yutan Su-
perintendent Kevin John-
son, the $138,208 decrease
from this year’s $2,190,254 is
no surprise.

“This is not considered a
surprise,” Johnson said.
“We had planned for a de-
crease, and it will not be a
big issue with our budget.”

Johnson stated that he
doesw’t anticipate the dis-
trict’s land valiation to drop
and that the loss will have
minor impacts.

Not all schools in the area
suffered decreases. Two area
schools more than doubled
the amount of state aid they
will receive.

Moad Puhlic Qahanies il

“Not only with the
amount increase but with
the fact that we even got
money this year,” Koontz
said. “We seldom get
money.”

East Butler’s state aid has
decreased the past three
years, he added.

Koontz stated that the
money would likely offset
the cost of a one percent in-
crease in teacher retirement
costs that the board ap-
proved this year.

“It’s kind of hard to see in
which area the money will
help right now,” he said.
“I'm just pleasantly sux-
prised to gain §30,000.”

_ Two other area schools
also saw increases this year.

Wahoo Public School dis-

doadad weet 1] tammen mom fammenn n o

prised,” said Prague Super-
intendent Ray Collins.

He stated that one of the
factors of why Prague’s state
aid is so high is because it is
a property poor district.

Collins will be working
with the school board on
how the increase affects the
school’s budget.

Even though a majority of
the area school districts ex-
perienced an increase this
year in state aid, a few of the
superintendents are already
making plans for expected
future cuts. :

This year’s state aid in-
cluded funding from the
American Recovery and
Reinvestment Act.

Those funds are not ex-
pected to be available as part
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Prague scheduling more meetings

By Lisa Brichacek
fisa.brichacel@wahoonewspager.com

PRAGUE - It will take at
least another two meetings
for the Prague Board of Edu-
cation to decide what the fu-
ture holds for the school dis-
trict.

The board was {rying to
schedule a meeting with the
school board at David City
this week and has a March
30 meeting set with the East
Butler Board of Education.

According to Prague Su-
perintendent Ray Collins,
both David City and East
Butler have sent a letter of
interest to Prague as a fol-
Jow-up to reorganization dis-
cussion.

After a meeting with legal
counsel last Wednesday, the
Prague board decided they
needed to sit down and talk
with these two districts.
Prague has been in earnest
discussion about reorganiz-
ing with another school dis-
trict since last fall. The
board has already made one
visit/tour to David City and
Bast Butler. Other schools
the board visited were Nortlh
Bend and Wahoo.

Collins said the neeting
with the school’s attorney

went well last week. The

main purpose for the meet-
ing was to get some ques-
tions answered about the re-
organization process.

“In the hour and 20
minute discussion, reorgani-
zation took more than an
hour,” he said.

. Questions and answers,
he said, dealt with timelines
and legal steps.

He said some of the advice
given was things that the
board has already been
doing. For example, the at-
torney recommended hav-
ing a checklist of priorities.

“We've already done
that,” Collins stated.

When the board visited
the other schools, they took
with them seven talking
points, including keeping an
attendance center in Prague
and having representation
on a reorganized school
board.

The attorney also offered
an option for a transition pe-
riod. The Prague board has
stated the intention to keep
the district open through the
end of the 2010/2011 school

year.

However, there are some
challenges that the district
is facing. Collins has an-
nounced his resignation as
he will be assuming the duty
of superintendent next year
at Wilbur-Claytonia Public
Schools.

Not only will Prague be
searching for a superinten-
dent for one year, the dis-
trict is also looking at lower
than expected enrollment at
the junior-senior  high
school.

March 15 was a deadline
for the state’s option enroll-
ment program. Some fami-
lies have decided to option

. out of the Prague district al-

ready next year.

After reviewing the appli-
cations sent to other dis-
tricts, Collins said student
enroliment in grades seven
through 12 is expected {o be
about 34. Previously, that
was the number for the high
school alone that would
walk through the doors on
the first day of classes. The
numbers at the high school
next year look to be about 19
students.

Collins said the board

Mottl stays active in agri culture

By DeManda Arkfeld
demanda. arkreld@wahnanewspaper com

BRAINARD - Involve-
ment is key for Fast Butler
Public School agriculture in-
structor DJ Mottl.

Mottl has been a member
of the Nebraska Agriculture
Educators Association
(NAEA) for 11 years, which
is how long he has been a
teacher. Last summer, Mottl
was elected to a new role in
the group.

post
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would need to make a deci-
sion about whether to hold
classes or contract students
to another school.

He added that legal coun-
sel also suggested the board
consider unification for next
year.

Unification of two dis-
tricts is different from reor-
ganization of two districts.
Collins said under this prac-
tice, the schools would have
one super-board to oversee
one budget and a common
levy. However, each school
would still operate on its
own.

He said the benefit to this
might be that the district
joining Prague in unifica-
tion could bring their super-
intendent to the table.

“It might be a possibility
in the transition to fill my
position,” said Collins, who
also serves as the dislrict’s
principal. “Then, Prague
might only need to find a
principal.”

No date has been an-
nounced for when a final de-
cision will be made about
which. district Prague will
woo for reorganization, or
possibly unification.

The downtown Wahoo banners

Not Tulip Weather

may have shown hope for spring

last Friday, but winter had other ideas. Area residents had one more
snowfalf to push from sidewalks. (Staff Photo by Lisa Brichacek)

Animals play havoc on plants

By DeManda Arkfeld
demanda.arkfeld@wahoonewspaper.com

WAHOO - A harsh winter
has forced many animals to
destroy area shrubs and
trees in order to.feed.

According to Extension
Bducator Sarah Browning,
many homeowners are try-
ing to repair winter damage
cause by wildlife such as
rabbits, voles and deer.

“This year, there is a lot
more winter injury,” Brown-

i amid SQumnurr wmran A Haa

the way around the trunk,
there is not much chance it
will live,” she said.

This is true for all vari-
eties of trees.

Browning doesn’t recom-
mend destroying the tree
right away.

“Some people might want
to wait to see if the tree Wﬂl
leaf out later this spring,”
she said. “It’s most likely it
will die, but people can be
conservative and wait to
know for sure

Browning said.

She added that is the same
for raspberry vines as well.

Even though the snow is
melting fast, Browning stat-
ed that there is a possibility
of more damage between
now and leaf out in the
spring.

To prevent further dam-
age, she suggests using a
piece of black drain tubing.

“That tubing can be slit
down the side and wrapped
avound the trunk,” Brown-
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STATE OF NEBRASKA
GREG L. MALINA )
P O BOX 58 ) o
PRAGUE, NE 68050 ) CASENO. {019
)
Petitioner ) PETITION TO
) APPEAL
Vs, )
SAUNDERS COUNTY SCHOOL ) PAL@ FILED Gy
DISTRICT NO. 78-0104, also known as, ) ;
PRAGUE PUBLIC SCHOOL DISTRICT ) JUN 11 2010
P O BOX 98 )
PRAGUE, NE 68050 ) NEBRASKA DEPARTMENT i
) OF EDUCATION !
Respondent. ) :

Petitioner, in accordance with Title 92, Chapter 61, of the Nebraska Administrative Code,
appeals the decision of Saunders County School District No. 78-0104 attached hereto, and states
and alleges as follows:

1. Pursuant to Neb. Rev. Stat. §79-239 (Reissue 2008), the State Board of Education
has jurisdiction over an Appeal of a rejection by a school district pursuant to the
enroilment option program laws of the State of Nebraska.

2. That the Petitioner requests that the Application for Student Transfer Nebraska
Enrollment Option Program for the 2010/2011 School Year be approved
permitting Emily Malina (8" Grade) and Joshua L. Malina (2™ Grade) to be
allowed to transfer to the North Bend Central Public School District [or the
2010/2011 school year.

3. That this Board shall make its determination pursuant to Neb. Rev. Stat. §79-239,
which sets forth the proceedings to be held.

4. That following are the material facts of this case:

a. That at the Option Enrollment deadline of March 15, 2010 the Prague Public
School District Board of Education’s position, as known to the public, was
that it would be operating for the 2010/2011 school year. This Petitioner had
considered whether to request a transfer prior to that time, however, because
of the understanding the Board had given publicly, the Petitioner determined
that he and his wife would allow their children to attend that school district for
one more year while school was being held in Prague, Nebraska.




[image: image28.jpg]b. There was no way for Petitioner to be aware that there would be no school
offered to their older child in Prague at the time that the Open Enrollment
deadline of March 15, 2010 passed.

c. That Petitioner is a member of the United States Armed Forces and is
deployed frequently. He leaves his wife behind to take care of the children.
She works in Schuyler, Nebraska and in the event that this appeal does not
overturn the determination of the Prague School Board, there will be a burden
placed on the family because of the disallowance for the requested transfer, as
Brainard, Nebraska lies 20 miles southwest of Prague (where their daughter
would attend) and Schuyler is 29.5 miles northwest of Prague. Their daughter
is needed to provide supervision for their son, therefore attendance at separate
schools does not provide for this necessity.

d. That because of the timing with the Prague Public School Board in
determining that it would merge with the East Butler School District and close
the Junior High — High School facility, the Petitioner believes he was
prejudiced and that his rights were negated in making a determination as to
where his child would attend school for the upcoming school year. He wishes
to keep both siblings in the same school district and thus, the request was
made to transfer both children to the North Bend Central Public Schools,
which is thirteen (13) miles north of the Prague School.

3 Attached hereto is a copy of the determination rejecting the request by the
Petitioner. Such rejection was signed by the Superintendent of Prague Public
Schools. That less than thirty (30) days has passed since the receipt of decision
by the Petitioner from Prague Public Schools.

WHEREFORE, Petitioner requests that the State Board of Education reverse the action of
the Prague Public School Board and approve the waiver of the deadline date, allowing the
Petitioner to submit the application to the North Bend Central School District for approval.

Dated this /() day of June, 2010

GREGE.. MAWtition% ‘
By%&w A e et
/ Mayfreen Fregfian-Caddy #20043
EIDSTROM, BROMM, LINDAHL,
& FREEMAN-CADDY
551 North Linden ¢ P.O. Box 277
Wahoo, NE 68066
Phone (402) 443-3225
Fax (402) 443-4005
Attorneys for Petitioner
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State of Nebraska )
)ss.
County of Saunders )

I, Greg Malina, being first duly sworn under oath, state that I have read the contents of
the foregoing petition and that tot the best of my knowledge, information, and belief such
contents are true and there is reasonable cause for filing said petitionz\;

(5 L

Greg Malina

Subscribed and sworn before me this [@ day of June, 2010, by Greg Malina.

GENERAL NOTARY - State of Nebrasia |
MAUREEN FREEMAN-CADDY
P My Comm. Exp. March 27, 2014
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District 104
BOARD OF EDUCATION ADMINISTRATION
P. 0. BOX 98
¢President MARLENE WADE PRAGUE, NE 68050 Superintendent/cPrincipal RAYMOND COLLINS
Vice (President  GARY VYHLIDAL
Secretary MIKE SCHAEFER PHONE (402) 663-4388
Treasurer LORRI PETRZELKA FAX (402) 663-4312
SMember DAN CODR
Member MICHELLE VANEK
May 13, 2010

Greg and April Malina,
Prague, NE 68050

Dear Mr. and Mrs. Malina

On April 15, 2010 1 received your Application for Student Transfer via the Nebraska Option Enroliment
program for Emity and Josh. Prague’s current policy governing option enroliment does not allow me as
Superintendent of Schools to waive the March 15" deadline except in cases meeting specific criteria. As
| reviewed our Policy it does appear as though your case meets these criteria. | took your request to the
Prague Board of Education at the regularly scheduled meeting on May 12, 2010 to see if our poiential
merger would be considered a circumstance in which the Board might waive the option deadline. The
Board did not waive the option deadline in this case but wanted to support the merger with the general
feeling that allowing students to leave the District prior to the effective date of the merger is destabilizing

to the success of the merger.

| believe you have two options. 1) You can file an appeal as stated in the FAQ area of the Nebraska
Department of Education website that discusses the enrollment option program. (I copied below)

What can we do if the Enroliment Option Application is denied?

If an application is denied by the option school district or by the resident school district,
the denying school district shall state in the notification the reason for the denial. The
parent or legal guardian may appeal a denial to the State Board of Education within thirty
days after the date the notification of the denial was received. A sample petition form for
this appeal can be found in Appendix A of the Department’s Rule 61
(http:/fwww. nde state ne. us/LEGAL/RULEGT. html).

2) File another request with the newly formed “Enlarged East Butler District” which will be
created if the State Committee for Reorganization approves the re-organization petition with
East Butler on May 14, 2010.

Sincerely,
/’-R‘,_\J\S/Q,LC—\_

Raymond D. Collins, Superintendent/Principal
Prague Public Schools 78-0104
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Enroliment Option Program Revised: 4/2009
301 Cenlennial Mall Soully, P.O. Box 94987 Date Due: March 15
Lincoln, NE 68509-4987; (402) 471-3323
APPLIGATION FOR STUDENT TRANSFER
NEBRASKA ENROLLMENT OPTION PROGRAM
2010/2011 SCHOOL YEAR

£ ISECTION?1:TO BE COMPLETED BY THE PARENT, LEGAL GUARDIAN, OR STUDENT {if an emancipated minor) requesting a trensfer o
altend 3 ol district other than the district of resldence. Beiween September 1 and March 15, this application must be sen!, (postmarked) or
deliverad to the Option School District. If after March 15, this application MUST be accompanied by a WRITTEN release (waiver) from an
authorized officiat of the Resldent District or Section 2 must be completed by the resident school district.

Sludent Name (Last, Firsl, M) Bithdete:  Month __ Y Day__17 Year 197
MALINA EMILY L sox. FB T MO
Parenl/Guardian Name (Lssl, First, M.} Malling Address Residence Address (Il different)
GREGORY L MAUINA 80 Boy 58 T’égllNN MOLOAY
City Zip God: elephone Number (home/work}
PLAGUE, L gos0 bb3-4933 | B9~ (345
Expected Grade Level at Time of Envolment: KO 10 20 30 40 5O 60 70 s® 30 100 11O 120
Does Sludenl Require Speciat Education Services?  (check one) Yes O No @B
If Yes, Does the Student Have an Individualized Educalion Program (IEP}? Yes S D no O
Ts the Applicant 3 Sibling of & Current Oplion Student? (check one) Yes () No Q
Has the Applican! Atlended Option Dislrict for the immediately Preceding 2 Years? Yes O No-@
Does Applican! qualify for free or reduced price lunches? Yes () No_ !
Signatyss of Parent: { Dale: — -
ks ‘(q-lé N1 N Build (L}+ lI3 ,O
Resident Dislrict Name pad Number: uilding Gurrently Allending:
Vigaoe, Yuslie Scheols 78 -1 0
Option Distrit! e and Number: , . - Building Preference:
NO(‘H nd Cemfret P\)Bl/ [ S(wals K708 95

Anpplication must be sent or delivered to the Option School District

SECTION 2 TO BE COMPLETED BY THE RESIDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT {only If this application Is submitted by the parent, legal
uardlan or student after the March 15 deadiine). a

The resident district waives deadiine dates: The resident district wilt not waive deadline dates: &'

Reason for Denial fregred):edne ok ecfbe A e 18
| T
Name and Tilie of Authorized Official: g el \\ (xv l [
Date: .~ . g T Signatire:- 3 j
SR -0 t Bz
7

SECTION 3: TD BE COMPLETED BY THE OPTION SCHOOL DISTRICT. Whether approved or denied, send photocoples to the
Appilcant, the Resldent District and to the Department of Education.

OPTION SCHGOL DISTRICT NAME: Date this Application Received:,
County County-District Number Phone Number
The Oplion School District: ~ Approves, {or} Disapproves this application.

Reason for Denial {required):

If district approves this application, date sluden! wili begin altending Option Disirict:  Month Day Year

Name and Tilte of Authorized Official:

Date Appiicalion Accepted/Rejected: Signalure:

CHANGE OF STATUS

To be completed by an authorized official of the Option District (or parent) when the Option student quits the option, withdraws the application
prior to altending or if the Option student's Resident District changes for any reason and the studen! continues attending the Option District
(originai resident). Send photocopies to the Applicant, the Resldent District and the Department of Education.

The Stalus of This Sludent is Changed for the Following Reason(s}:

Withdrawal of Ihe application prior Has completed the grades Attending High School ina
10 altending the presenl school year, offered in the Option Districl district which is affiliated with
the resident Disirict.
Canceliation of Enroliment Option Discontinualion of school allendance
during the present school year, (moved away, deceased, eic.).
Olher (Specify}
Dale Change of Status: Monlh Day Year

New Mailing Address:,

City: Zip Code: “Telephone Number {homeiwork):

New Resident Schooi Disirict Name:

Counly: Gounly District Number: Phone Number:

Name and Tiie of Oplion Disleict Officiat (or parent):

Date: Signature:

SEE INSTRUCTIONS ON NEXT PAGE Rovised 4fi09
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Enrolimenl Option Program Revised: 4/2009
301 Centennial Mell South, P.O. Box 94987 Date Due: March 15

Lincoln, NE 68508-4987; (402) 471-3323
APPLIGATION FOR STUDENT TRANSFER
NEBRASKA ENROLLMENT OPTION PROGRAM
2010/2011 SCHOOL YEAR

SECTION'1 TOIBE GOMPLETED BY THE PARENT, LEGAL GUARDIAN, OR STUDENT {if an emancipated minor} requesling a transfer to
aftend a school dislrict other than the districl of residence. Belween Sepiember 1 and March 15, this application mus! be senl, (postmarked) or
deflvered to the Optlon School District. I efter March 15, this application MUST be accompanied by a8 WRITTEN release {waiver) from an
suthorized official of the Resident District or Section 2 must be completed by the resident school dislrict.

Sludent Name {Lasl, Firsl, ML} Bidhdate:  Morth % Day_ 8 Year R0y

MAL”\'A GOS‘HUA L. sex: FOO W

Paren| uam!anName {Last, First, M. Mailing Add, ess Resldenge Address (if different)
Gily ﬁ Gﬂgéoﬂ‘\) L Zi Cﬁd 8 Tel l’\gl!ll kN(hMGLk-)DAU
ip Gode elgohong Number (homejwor
' NL% VE (80 50 TGS

R09-[3H5
Expecled Grade Level al Time of Envvoiment. KO 10 2@ 30 40 50 sQ 70 80 3O 100 110 120

Does Student Require Special Educalion Services?  (check ona) Yos @ nNo () Beein ™mell
f Yes, Does the Studenl Have an Individualized Educalion Pragram (1EP)? ves () No @B .?w rwqu
is the Applicant a Sibling of 8 Curren! Oplion Student? (check one} Yes No 4
Has the Applicant Allendad Oplion District for the Immedialely Preceding 2 Years? Yes O No !
Does Applicant qualify for free or reduced price lunches? Yes () No, Q
Signature of Parent: Date:
(oo fhes 4-12-10
sident Dislrict Na e nd Number, Bullding Currentiy Atlending:
- '3
o9 o e Sebeols 7% -0l oY
tion Dlsfrict Name and Number: 1 ,~ | Buliding Preferance:
Hor Eoad Condrod Pobiic Suecls _g7-0595

lication must be sent or detivered to the Option School District

SECTION 2: TO BE COMPLETED BY THE RESIDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT {only If this appilcation is submited by the parent, legal
uardlan or student after the March 15 deadline).

The residenl district waives deadline dates: The resident dislrict villl not waive deadline dates: X

s ‘*?‘iu i\i\/’v!é‘\“ {g I'Q_u\vv{) lecs 1
D {(7 {{ows §~~)>k.m, dedld

! : o
Reason for Denlal {required): S-\ oey el e

Name and Tille of Authorized Official:

Date:

S 2050

SECTION 3: TO BE COMPLETED BY THE OPTION SCHOOL DISTRICT. Whether approved or denied, send photocopies to the
Applicant, the Resldent District and to the Department of Education.

OPTION SCHOOL DISTRICT NAME: Date this Application Received:,
County County-Distdct Number Phone Number
The Oplion School District: ~ Approves, {or)  Disapproves this application.

Reason for Denial {required).

If district approves this applicalion, date student will begin attending Option Dislrict:  Month Day Year

Name and Title of Authorized Official:

Dale Applicalion Accepted/Rejected: Signalure:

CHANGE OF STATUS

To be completed by en authorized official of the Option District {or parent) when the Oplion sludent guits the option, withdraws the ap;
prior to attending or If the Option sludent's Resident District changes for any reason and the student continues atlending the Option District
(original resident). Send photocoptes to the Applicant, the Resldent District and the Department of Education,

The Slatus of This Sludent is Changed for the Foliowing Reason(s):

Withdrawal of the application prior Has compleled the grades Attending High Schoolina

1o altending the present school year. offered In the Opfion District. district which s affilialed with
the resident District.

Cencetlation of Enroliment Option . Discontinuation of school altendance

dwing the present school year, {moved away, deceased, elc.).

Olher (Specify)

Date Change of Stalus; Meonth Day Year

New Malling Address:

City: Zip Code: Telephone Number (home/work):

New Residenl School District Name:

County: Counly District Number: Phone Number:

Name and Titie of Oplion District Ofiiclat {or parent):

Date: Signature:

SEE INSTRUCTIONS ON NEXT PAGE Rowisod 419103
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Option Enroliment

The Prague Public School will only accept and act upon option petitions that are correctly
completed and are received within the stated time periods.

Standards of acceptance or rejection for receiving option students may be based on the
capacity of a class, program, or building.

Capacity shall be determined by setling a maximum number of option students that a
district will accept in any program, class, grade level, or school building, based upon available
staff, facilities, projected enroliment of resident students, projected number of students with which
the option district will contract based on existing contractual arrangements, and availability of
appropriate special education programs. The school board may by resojution declare a program,
a class, or a school unavailable to option students due to lack of capacity

Classes and programs at Prague Public School will be closed to option students when
the following number of students has been reached:

Kindergarten 18

Grades 1-6 25 per classroom
Grades 7-12 23 per class
SPED for Grades K-12 18

Option applications will be accepted from September 1 through March 15 for the ensuing
year. In order to provide fairess and equity, all applications reaching the Superintendent’s desk
will be noted with date and time received. The Board authorizes the Superintendent to act upon
applications in the order in which they were received pursuant {o this policy.

Applications to option into and out of District 104 will be accepted past the March 150
deadline ONLY when the situation allows for a waiver of option deadiine (automatic option
students), or when residents new to the area wish to exercise their option at the time of their

address change.

Siblings of option students will be considered automatic options regardiess of capacity if
they a). Make application for the same school year as the option student first makes application
or, b). Make application for the first school year in which they are of school age.

Legal References:
Neb. Rev. Stat. 79-232 to 79-247
NDE Rule 19

Reviewed May 13, 2009
Amended June 10, 2009
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APPENDIX A: Sample Petition Form for Contested Cases

BEFORE THE STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION
STATE OF NEBRASKA

(Name) ; CASE NO. (LEAVE BLANK)
(Address) %
Petitioner, §
vs. ; PETITION
- (Name) ))
(Address) %
Respondent. 3

Petitioner, in accordance with Title 92, Chapter 61, of the Nebraska Administrative Code,

states and alleges as follows:

18 {Set forth a concise statement of the grounds upon which the Board's authority or
jurisdiction depends.)

2. {Specifically state the legal rights, duties, or privileges of the petitioner that the
Board is required by law to determine.)

3. {Concisely set forth all material facts upon which the petition or appeal is based.)

4. (Attach as exhibits copies of any documents discussed above. If this is an appeal of

a decision of the Commissioner, attach a copy of his or her determination.)

WHEREFORE, Petitioner requests that the State Board of Education state

remedy sought)

Dated this day of (19

(Signature)
(If attorney for petitioner, list address)

15
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APPENDIX A: Sample Petition Form for Contested Cases, Page 2

VERIFICATION
State of Nebraska )
) ss
County of . )
I , being first duly sworn under oath, state that I have read the

contents of the foregoing petition and that to the best of my knowledge, information, and belief
such contents are true and there is reasonable cause for filing said petition.

Subscribed and sworn before me this day of L 19, by

(Name of Petitioner)

(Seal)

Notary Public

16
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Prague: Questions still linger about reorganization process, enrollment numbers

Continued from Page 1A
elementary and high school
levels next year.

“The board has taken the
position that we will be open
through the end of 2011,” she
stated.

‘When asked later in the
meeting again about the dis-
trict’s future, Board Member
Lorri Petrzelka confirmed
that.

“The board’s commitment
is 2011, that May graduation
class will be the last graduat-
ing class at Prague,” she
said.

Patrons and staff also had
concerns about attendance
numbers, even if the school
should be open.

Parent Johu Sousek said
his concern was that there
may not be enough studenis
at the high school level to
produce teams for sports or

other activities.

Prague Superintendent
Ray Collins stated that was
already the case for some ac-
tivities at tha high school.

According to several audi-
ence members, there has
been a lot of discussion in
the district about option en-
rollmeni. By the Nebraska
Department of Education
rules, a student can opt to go
to a school in a district other
than their place of resi-
dence.

Those applications for the
enrollment option program
must be submitted between
Sept. 1 and March 15, Appli-
cations to option out to an-
other district can be submit-
ted after Monday. However,
later submissions incur ad-
ditional paperwork, and
there are also penaltiss, in-
cluding a 90-day ineligibili-

QUT OF THE GUTTER: A student taking part in fhe Siudents Today
\Leaders Forever community service tour cleans out a gutter on the

main museum roof. (Staff Photos by Lisa Brichacek)

Tour: Students lend hand

ty, that can be imposed by
the Nebraska School Activi-
ties Association.

“What's going on, that’s
our concern,” Brown stated.

Brown and other parents
said not knowing which
other district Prague was
reorganizing with prior to
the March 15 deadline put
even more uncertainty into
the equation.

Some patrons wanted
some certainty for next year
and got their student’s en-
rollment option applications
in prior to March 15.

Wahoo Superintendent Ed
Rastovski confirmed Mon-
day evening that Wahoo had
received a few applications.

Late last week, East But-
ler Superintendent Jim
Kontz said his district had
received about 16 applica-
tions.

On Tuesday morning,
Collins said he was still un-
sure how many families sub-
mitted option applications to
other school districts.

“That is one of my tasks
today to go through the op-
tion paperwork and see who
is going and who is staying,”
he said.

He said he expects he has
gotten most of the paper-
work from the other dis-
tricts, but a few more could
trickle in if the applications
were submitted on Monday.
The districts receiving the
option student accept the ap-
plication and then forward it
onto the district the student
is leaving.

Collins said he has al-
ready gotten option paper-
work from Wahoo, East But-
ler and North Bend school
districts.

“I'm not surprised that we
had some students option,”
he added.

He said the NSAA’s eligi-
bility rule as well as the gen-
eral uncertainty of the dis-
trict’s future has lead some
families to make that deci-
sion.

Collins reported that stu-
dents at both the high school
and elementary school had
filed option out applications.

Until he could get an exact
count at each grade level, he
said he was unsure how it
would impact next year’s
classes.

“I'm pretty confident
there will be an elementary
school,” he said.

He didn’t rule out classes
being able to continue next
year at the high school, but
said that would be some-
thing that the board would

Aid: Administrators take stock of new state

Continued from Page 1A

Bohlken couldn’t pinpoint
one specific reason for the
decrease this vear, but stat-
ed it was just a combination
of the more than 20 factors
the state bases the aid num-
bers on.

“We did know there would
be some decrease due to our
enrollment being down, but
it is only down a few stu-
dents,” Bohlken said. “Not
epough to be the entire fac-
tor for the decrease.”

The school will continue
to watch it’s bottom line in
the budget.

“We tightened the belt a
few years ago,” he said.
“Now we will just have to
keep the belt tight.”

Raymond Ceniral School

Tiatrirt alen tnnk o cionifi.

was the only other area
school to see a loss in state
aid.

According to Yutan Su-
perintendent Kevin John-
son, the $138,208 decrease
from this year’s $2,190,254 is
N0 surprise.

“This is not considered a
surprise,” Johnson said.
“We had planned for a de-
crease, and it will not be a
big issue with our budget.”

Johnson stated that he
doesn’t anticipate the dis-
trict’s land valuation to drop
and that the loss will have
minor impacts.

Not all schools in the area
suffered decreases. Two area
schools more than doubled
the amount of state aid they
will receive.

Moad Pithlie Qohania wedld

“Not only with the
amount increase but with
the fact that we even got
money this year,” Koontz
said. “We seldom get
money.”

East Butler’s state aid has
decreased the past three
years, he added.

Koontz stated that the
money would likely offset
the cost of a one percent in-
crease in teacher retirement
costs that the board ap-
proved this year.

“It’s kind of hard to see in
which area the money will
help right now,” he said.
“I'm just pleasantly sur-
prised to gain $30,000.™
_Two other area schools
also saw increases this year.

‘Wahoo Public School dis

T eI S A L ek AL e L

have to take a look at.

“There are just a lot of fac-
tors that go into that,” he
stated.

Without any students
leaving, enrollment for
grades nine through 12
looked to be only 35 stu-
dents.

Collins said he would
have a better grasp of the
numbers now with option
enrollment by the time the
board met on Wednesday
evening.

He said should the board
have to make a decision
about contracting high
school students fo another
district next year, there
would be additional ques-
tions to ask the school’s at-
torney, such as how to best
work with high school staff
and their contracts.

aid numbers

prised,” said Prague Super-
intendent Ray Collins.

He stated that one of the
factors of why Prague’s state
aid is so high is because it is
a property poor district.

Collins will be working
with the school board on
how the increase affects the
school’s budget.

Even though a majority of
the area school disiricts ex-
perienced an increase this
vear in state aid, a few of the
superintendents are already
making plans for expected
future cuts. !

This year’s state aid in-
cluded funding from the
American Recovery and
Reinvestment Act.

Those funds are not ex-
pected to be available as part
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Prague scheduling more meetings

By Lisa Brichacek
lisa.brichacek@wahoonewspaper.com

PRAGUE - It will take at
least another two meetings
for the Prague Board of BEdu-
cation to decide what the fu-
ture holds for the school dis-
trict.

The board was trying to
schedule a meeting with the
school board at David City
this week and has a March
30 meeting set with the East
Butler Board of Education.

According to Prague Su-
perintendent Ray Collins,
both David City and East
Butler have sent a letter of
interest to Prague as a fol-
low-up to reorganization dis-
cussion.

After a meeting with legal
counsel last Wednesday, the
Prague board decided they
needed fo sit down and talk
with these two districts.
Prague has been in earnest
discussion about reorganiz-
ing with another school dis-
trict since last fall. The
board has already made one
visit/tour to David City and
East Butler. Other schools
the board visited were North
Bend and Wahoo.

Mottl stays active in agr

By DeManda Arkfeld
demanda.arkield@wahoonewspaper.com

BRAINARD - Involve-
ment is key for East Butler
Public School agriculture in-
structor DJ Mottl.

Mottl has been a member
of the Nebraska Agriculture
Educators Association
(NAEA) for 11 years, which
is how long he has been a
teacher. Last summer, Mottl
was elected to a new role in
the group.

Collins said the meeting
with the school's attorney
went well last week. The
main purpose for the meet-
ing was to get some ques-
tions answered about the re-
organization process.

“In the hour and 20
minute discussion, reorgani-
zation took more than an
hour,” he said.

, Questions and answers,
he said, dealt with timelines
and legal steps.

He said some of the advice
given was things that the
board has already been
doing. For example, the at-
torney recommended hav-
ing a checklist of priorities.

“We've already done
that,” Collins stated.

When the board visited
the other schools, they took
with them seven talking
points, including keeping an
attendance center in Prague
and having representation
on a reorganized school
board.

The attorney also offered
an option for a transition pe-
riod. The Prague board has
stated the intention to keep
the district open through the
end of the 2010/2011 school

year.

However, there are some
challenges that the district
is facing. Collins has an-
nounced his resignation as
he will be assuming the duty
of superintendent next year
at Wilbur-Claytonia Public
Schoois.

Not only will Prague be
searching for a superinten-
dent for one year, the dis-
trict is also looking at lower
than expected enrollment at
the junior-senior high
school.

March 15 was a deadline
for the state’s option enroll-
ment program. Some fami-
lies have decided to option

. out of the Prague district al-

ready next year.

After reviewing the appli-
cations sent to other dis-
tricts, Collins said student
enrollment in grades seven
through 12 is expected to be
about 34. Previously, that
was the number for the high
school alone that would
walk through the doors on
the first day of classes. The
numbers at the high school
next year look to be about 19
students.

Collins said the board
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would need to make a deci-
sion about whether to hold
classes or contract students
to another school.

He added that legal coun-
sel also suggested the board
consider unification for next
year.

Unification of two dis-
tricts is different from reor-
ganization of two districts.
Collins said under this prac-
tice, the schools would have
one super-board to oversee
one budget and a common
levy. However, each school
would still operate on its
own.

He said the benefit to this
might be that the district
joining Prague in unifica-
tion could bring their super-
intendent to the table.

“It might be a possibility
in the transition to fill my
position,” said Collins, who
also serves as the district’s
principal. “Then, Prague
might only need to find a
principal.”

No date has been an-
nounced for when a final de-
cision will be made about
which district Prague will
woo for reorganization, or
possibly unification.

Not Tulip Weather
The downtown Wahoo banners may have shown hope for spring

fast Friday, but winter had other ideas. Area residents had one more

snowfall to push from sidewalks. (Staff Photo by Lisa Brichacek)

Animals play havoc on plants

By DeManda Arkfeld
demanda.arkfeld@wahoonewspaper.com

WAHOO ~ A harsh winter
has forced many animals to
destroy area shrubs and
trees in order to feed.

According to Extension
BEducator Sarah Browning,
many homeowners are {ry-
ing to repair winter damage
cause by wildlife such as
rabbits, voles and deer.

“This year, there is a lot
more winter injury,” Brown-
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the way around the trunk,
there is not much chance it
will live,” she said.

This is true for all vari-
eties of trees.

Browning doesn’t recom-
mend destroying the free
right away.

“Some people might want
to wait to see if the tree will
leaf out later this spring,”
she said. “It’s most likely it
will die, but people can be
conservative and wait to
l\now for sure

Browning said.

She added that is the same
for raspberry vines as well.

Even though the snow is
melting fasf, Browning stat-
ed that there is a possibility
of more damage between
now and leaf out in the
spring.

To prevent further dam-
age, she suggests using a
piece of black drain tubing.

“That tubing can be slit
down the side and wrapped
around the trunk,” Brown-
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