TO:

Roger Breed, Ed.D.


Commissioner of Education

FROM:
Melody Hobson, Administrator



Office of Early Childhood
SUBJECT:
Even Start Continuation Grants
PROPOSED BOARD ACTION

Approve continuation awards for Even Start programs for the term of October 1, 2010 through September 30, 2011

BACKGROUND INFORMATION
Even Start is Title I, Part B of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act

Even Start is funded in four-year grant cycles. The sub-grantees listed for approval are each in their fourth year of the cycle. Each sub-grantee is required to submit an annual continuation proposal to determine if progress is sufficient to continue funding the program.  The funding available is defined by federal statute in which each year there is a decreasing federal share to be matched by an increasing local share to help build local capacity and sustainability.  

Even Start is, in essence, “glue” funding that supports local community/school partnerships to provide literacy support and instruction to eligible children and their parents/caregivers.  To be considered an Even Start enrolled family, a family must commit to one child, who is in the targeted age range, actively participate in early childhood education activities. At least one adult in the family must also be actively engaged in adult education.  Parents are also to engage in intensive parent education and parent/child interactive literacy activities.

The two sub-grantees are as follows:
Lincoln Public Schools
Serving approximately 35 families

Target Population:
 
Arabic immigrant families 

Child Age-Range:
 
Preschool children

Key Partners:

Southeast Community College





Lincoln City Parks and Recreation





Family Services





City Library

Federal Funding Request:
$146,067

Amount of Local Share:
$117,534

Crete Public Schools:
Serving approximately 35 families

Target Population:
Teen Parents and other Adults speaking a language other than English

Child Age-Range:

Infants/Toddlers in Teen Parents Program





Preschoolers in the Adult Program

Key Partners:

Saline County Head Start, Blue Valley Community Action





Blue River Child Development Center





Public Health Solutions





Crete Library

Federal Funding Request:
$143,000

Amount of Local Share:
$57,000 

Estimated Cost
$289,067 in Federal funds
Supporting Documentation Included:  Office of Early Childhood:  Even Start Family Literacy Program Continuation Proposals/Grants 

For additional information on this item:  Call Melody Hobson (402) 471-0263 or e-mail melody.hobson@nebraska.gov
Nebraska State Board of Education 

September 2010 Board Meeting – State Board Support Materials

Office of Early Childhood:  Even Start Family Literacy Program Continuation Proposals/Grants

Funding period:  October 1, 2010 through September 30, 2011
Sub-grantees

Lincoln Public Schools
Serving approximately 35 families

Target Population:
 Arabic immigrant families 

Child Age-Range:
 Preschool children

Key Partners:

Southeast Community College




Lincoln City Parks and Recreation




Family Services




City Library

Grant amount:

$146,067

Amount of Local Share:
$117,534

Crete Public Schools:
Serving approximately 35 families

Target Population:
Teen Parents and other Adults speaking a language other than English

Child Age-Range:
Infants/Toddlers in Teen Parents Program




Preschoolers in the Adult Program

Key Partners:

Saline County Head Start, Blue Valley Community Action




Blue River Child Development Center




Public Health Solutions




Crete Library

Grant amount:

$143,000

Amount of Local Share:
$57,000 
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