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STATE OF NEBRASKA
Claudine E. Farmer Case No. 10-21
P.O. Box 226
Bancroft, NE 68004

Petitioner, ANSWER

Ve

Roger Breed, Ed.D.
Commissioner of Education
P.O. Box 94933

Lincoln, NE 68509

Respondent.
COMES NOW the Respondent, Roger Breed, and for his answer to the Petition of the
Petitioner, admits, denies, and alleges as follows:
1. Admits paragraphs 1, 2, and 3 in the Petition;
2: Denies paragraph 5 in the Petition, and alleges that the Petitioner does not meet the
requirements of Title 92, Nebraska Administrative Code, Chapter 21, Sections

003.13A, 003.03, 005.01J, and 007.01H;

3 Alleges that the Petitioner filed applications for Nebraska certificates on February 10
and May 3, 2010; and

4. Alleges that on June 24, 2010, the Commissioner of Education denied the Petitioner’s
applications for Nebraska certificates. A copy of the letter is attached and marked as
exhibit “A” and is incorporated herein by this reference.

WHEREFORE, the Respondent requests that the State Board of Education appoint a hearing

officer to hold a hearing on this matter, make a recommendation to the Board, and the Board take

such action as may be warranted by the evidence at such% %/
G%{ge(D. Breed, Ed.D.

Commissioner

AN 2y, ;
, AUG lfzmn i
{

i

NEBRASKA DEPARTMENT
OF EDUCATION
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I hereby certify that a copy of the above Answ;/wlailed to the parties of record through

regular United States mail, postage prepaid, this : i day of August 2010.

e

Brian L. Halstead, #18077
Attorney for Respondent
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Roger D. Breed, Ed.D., Comnissioner
Scott Swisher, Ed.D., Deputy Commissioner
301 Centennial Mall South w P.O. Box 94987 & Lincoln, Nebraska 68509-4987
Telephone (Voice/TDD): 402-471-2295 w  Fax: 402-471-0117 w www.education.ne.gov

4 D MAIL
June 24, 2010

Ms. Claudine Farmer
P.O. Box 226
Bancroft, NE 68004

Re: Denial of Applications for Nebraska Certificates
Dear Ms. Farmer:

On May 7, 2010, Kevin Peters, Director of the Teacher Certification Office, sent you a letter notifying
you of an Intent to Deny your February 10, 2010, application filed for a Nebraska certificate. On May Ja
second application was filed by you. On June 3 this office received a letter from you requesting my
review of your applications, along with numerous letters of recommendation.

It is my responsibility to consider your fitness for issuance of a Nebraska certificate pursuant (o Neb. Rev.
Stat. Section 79-808 and Title 92, Nebraska Adminisirarive Code, Chapter 21, In reviewing the
information, 1 have made the following determinations: 1) On November 17, 2009, you were sentenced
(0 a $500 fine after being found guilty of Attempt of a Domestic Assault, a Class 1 Misdemeanor. in the
Cuming County Court, Nebraska; 2) The conviction stemmed from an altercation between you and your
boyfriend which resulted in his 10-year old son being injured by you; and 3) This conviction is prohibited
under Section 003.13A of 92 NAC 21.

[ have also found that you have the following criminal proceedings which you failed to disclose: 4) On
August 1, 2007, you pled No Contest in the Wisconsin Circuit Court, Sauk County, to the charge of
Disorderly Conduct; 5) On November 15, 2006, you pled No Contest in the Wisconsin Circuit Court,
Sauk County, 1o the charge of Disorderly Conduct: 6) On March 27, 1996, you were found Guilty by the
District Court of Woodbury County, lowa, of Eluding; 7) On March 21, 1996, you were found Guilty by
the District Court of Woodbury County, lowa, of Criminal Mischief, Third Degree; 8) Section 003.03 of
92 NAC 21 provides that failure to submit accuratc information in support ol an application for
certification or renewal shall be cause for denial; and 9) Section 005.01J of 92 NAC 21 states that
applicants be of good moral character.

I am denying your applications for Nebraska certificates based upon the aforementioned information.
Section 009.03 of 92 NAC 21 provides that you may appeal my denial of your applications to the State
Board of Education within twenty (20) calendar days of receipt of this letter. A copy of Title 92,
Nebraska Administrative Code, Chapter 61, is included.

. B
v fﬁ) Breed, Bd.D.
Commissioner of Education
XGi Kevin Peters, Ed.D.
Umonhon Nation Public Schools, Bancrofi-Rosalic Community School
State Board of Education
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ess) )
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(City’ State, and Zip Code) )
) .
Petitioner, ) : r e ———
) O/ ! )]
Roger D. Breed, Ed.D. ) f FILED ﬁ/ of
Commissioner of Education )
P. 0. Box 94933 ) JUL 238 2010
Lincoln, NE 68509-4933, ) NEBRASKA DEPARTMENT i
) OF EDUCATION ;
Respondent. ) |

Pursuant to Title 92, Chapter 61, of the Nebraska Administrative Code, Petitioner
alleges and states the following for a petition and appeal against Respondent, Roger D.
Breed, Commissioner of Education (“Commissioner”).

1. This Petition constitutes an appeal of the decision of the Commissioner to
deny the issuance of a Nebraska certificate to Petitioner.

2. The State Board of Education has authority and jurisdiction to grant the relief
requested by Petitioner by reason of Section 009.03 of Title 92, Chapter 21, of the
Nebraska Administrative Code and by reason of the Nebraska Administrative Procedures
Act, Neb. Rev. Stat. §§ 84-901, et seq.

3. Petitioner applied for a Nebraska certificate on or about 10=I0

(Date)
Kevin Peters, Ed.D., Director of the Nebraska Teacher Certification Office, sent a letter to
Petitioner stating that the application would be denied unless Petitioner made a written

request for review within twenty (20) days. Petitioner made a timely written request for

review.
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denying Petitioner’s application for a Nebraska certificate, a copy of which is attached to
this Petition as Exhibit “A” and is incorporated by this reference.
5. Petitioner alleges that the facts and circumstances surrounding the

application will support the issuance of a Nebraska certificate to Petitioner because:

Rlease. s.ee oedele <Q‘ deconenteaticn

(You may attach additional documentation to explain why you believe you are entitled to a
certificate).

WHEREFORE, Petitioner respectfully requests a hearing and that the State Board

of Education enter an Order directing the Commissioner to issue a Nebraska certificate to

Petitioner.
Dated this day of C»\;L)L('\»\ 5 2010
\% (\z,u g/t S;Z/&«MD
Petitioner \\B
VERIFICATION
STATE OF NEBRASKA )
COUNTY OF Cuhin (60 = )

- AN e .
I, ¢ QQ\}L(S\\U\Q_ \/CLV wey” | Petitioner, being first duly sworn under oath, state that |

have read the contents of the Petition and that to the best of my knowledge, information,

and belief such contents are true. m&w

Petmon\\

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 2 ! day Of/))rL)J\,u

(e
, Petitioner.

C Lowarcking. ﬁ ALy Notary Public

2

20_g,>by -

<3

GENERAL NOTARY - State of Nebraska
PAMELA S. PETERSEN

m_f;,ﬁ My Comm. Exp. Feb. 23, 2013
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Dr. Roger Breed, Ed.D
Commissioner of Education
301 Centennial Mall South
P.0O. Box 94987

Lincoln, NE 68509-4987

Re: Denial of Applications
Dear Dr. Breed:

Please accept this letter as an appeal to contest the denial of my applications for Nebraska
Certificates.

I have included a letter from the Attorney, Thayne Glenn, who represented me in the case
of Attempted Assault. I did not cause injury to Grayden Hallowell and can prove that.
That is why those charges were dropped. I intended to challenge both charges, but upon
my attorney’s advice, I took the plea bargain. A decision I regret to this day.

As for my failure to disclose previous criminal proceedings; I truly apologize, I
overlooked them due to the timeframe and the fact that the Attempted Assault charge
seemed to weigh heavy on my mind at the time. The charges from 1996 were from acts I
had displayed while very young and suffering from the sudden and traumatic death of my
daughter’s father. I was 19 years old (16 years ago), and failed to even know those two
charges were on my record. The 2 disorderly conducts occurred during the tough time of
separation, learning of my husband’s infidelity, and eventually our divorce.

Does this justify any of my action? Absolutely not, I am far from a perfect person;
however, I have experienced the great many joys that come from working in Education,
more than the average. I have also suffered at the poor choices I have occasionally made
in my life. In turn I have learned a great many lessons. Please allow me a chance to prove
that.

I would expect that I am granted a fair contest in appealing the prior decision to deny my
Nebraska Certificates.

Sincerely, :
augﬁ(é ) U‘/"\)ﬂ\\‘wf

P.O. Box 226
Bancroft, NE 68004 _
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106 S. TALLMAN STREET, STE. #11

WALTHILL, NEBRASKA THAYNE GLENN
—_— ATTORNEY AT LAW
MAILING ADDRESS —
P.O. Box 1661 ®* BELLEVUE, NE 68005 THAYNEGLENN@COX.NET

(402) 846-5025 * FAX (402) 846-5583

Dr. Roger Breed July 13,2010
Commissioner

Nebraska Department of Education

Dr. Breed,

I am writing to you at the request of my client, Claudine Farmer, to clarify the criminal
proceeding that she concluded in Cumming County Court. Ms. Farmer was originally charged
with Domestic Assault and Assault in the Third Degree as a result of an incident with her former
paramour.

Ms, Farmer strenuously maintained that the she was not guilty of either charge as plead
and specifically had committed no act which could even be vaguely construed as assault on a
minor child, which was the underlying basis of the alleged Assault in the Third Degree. Ms.
Farmer was ready to have the matter proceed to trial in order that she could completely rebut all
allegations contained in the Assault in the Third Degree charge and the mutual nature of the
Domestic Assault charge.

The Cumming County Attorney’s Office entered into an Agreement with Ms. Farmer
whereby she admitted to a single amended charge of Attempted Domestic Assault. At no time
did Ms. Farmer admit to, or was found to have committed any act which could be considered
inappropriate with a minor child.

The Cumming County Court found the matter insignificant enough that no term of either
incarceration or even probation was ordered, merely a small fine. This is an unusual action
which clearly indicates to me that the attitude of the Court was that the matter was minor and
required no further Court action or monitoring, as Ms. Farmer was not an ongoing threat.

T

Attorney-at-Law
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