TO:

Roger Breed Ed.D.


Commissioner of Education

FROM:
Donlynn Rice, Administrator – Curriculum, Instruction, + Innovation
SUBJECT:
Extend Contract for services of a Reading First Director
PROPOSED BOARD ACTION

Culminating Report on the Reading First Grant
BACKGROUND INFORMATION

The goal of the Reading First Federal Grant was to increase reading achievement in grades K-3 through scientifically based reading research.  Nebraska’s original application for Reading First was submitted on April 14, 2003.   Throughout the six years of this program Nebraska's received over $15,000,000 in funds from the USDE to implement comprehensive reading instruction for children in kindergarten through grade three.  A total of 30 Reading First Schools received intensive support through a series of subgrants which included such things as in-depth professional development, on-site visits, and reading coaches.   In addition over 9,000 teachers and administrators from non Reading First schools received training through annual 2+3 day Summer Institutes and Program Specific Training Institutes, provided by Reading First staff. 
Nebraska is in the final year of a six-year program.  Funding for this year will end as of September 30, 2010 and the funding has not been renewed by the US Dept of Education.  Lynette Block, ESU 6 consultant, has been the director for the entire grant period and has an extensive background in scientifically based reading research.  In this report she will focus on the activities described above and the positive gains made in student achievement as a Result of Reading First.
Estimated Cost: none – Federal Funds, - these dollars include salary, benefits, and travel
Supporting Documentation Included:  None 
For additional information on this item:  Call Donlynn Rice (402) 471-3240 or e-mail donlynn.rice@nebraska.gov
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