TO:

Roger Breed, Ed.D.
Commissioner of Education

FROM:
Pat Roschewski, Director of Statewide Assessment
SUBJECT:
Nebraska State Accountability Framework
PROPOSED BOARD ACTION

Approve the Beliefs, Values, and Purposes of a Nebraska State Accountability Framework.
BACKGROUND INFORMATION
For the last several months a subcommittee of the State Board of Education has been meeting to outline a set of beliefs, values, and purposes of a state accountability model and to design the technical details of such a model.  The subcommittee has reached consensus on Part One of the process:  Beliefs, Values, and Purposes.  The subcommittee has also agreed upon a timeline for next steps.
Once the State Board of Education has approved the beliefs, values and purposes of the proposed accountability framework, then the subcommittee can continue the work on Part II, The Technical Design and Implementation of the model.  A statewide discussion about state accountability model will take place, and advice from technical advisors will be sought. 

According to the timeline, the intent of the board subcommittee is to formally adopt Part II of the Accountability Framework – the Design and Implementation – in September of 2011 and to apply the first accountability decisions in October of 2011.  Between now and fall, the subcommittee will carefully examine the data and the impact of accountability implementation across the state to assure that the technical implementation matches the beliefs, values, and purposes of the State Board of Education adopted in November of 2010.
Supporting Documentation Included:  None
For additional information on this item:  Call Pat Roschewski 402-471-2495, pat.roschewski@nebraska.gov 
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The State Accountability Framework outlines a set of beliefs and values to be used
in the building and implementation of a state accountability model. Although the
implementation details are only proposed at this time, they will be will be refined
as each new NeSA test is added, data are used to validate proposed decisions, and
additional advice is received from technical advisors. The policy basis for the
accountability model will be reviewed annually to assure the policy basis is
appropriate and that implementation meets the policy expectations.

Part One: Beliefs, Values, Purposes

The Nebraska State Board of Education believes that the primary purposes of the Nebraska
State Accountability Model are to publicly report student performance on state standards in all
Nebraska school buildings and districts and to provide state assistance to those schools and
districts in most need of improvement. The State Board of Education values academic
achievement as the highest priority indicator in the state accountability model and believes that
each school and district should be held accountable for both annual achievement and the
growth of the achievement of all students over time.

[l =
Further, the State Board intends that the Nebraska State Accountability Mode! will do the
following:

a) lIdentify the “highest performing” and the “lowest performing” schools and districts.

b) Identify the schools that have, over time, maintained high performance and schools
that have improved student performance.

c) Identify the schools most in need of additional state support.

d} Report the groups of students in schools and districts that should receive attention
in a district’s continuous improvement process.

e) Meet federal requirements for growth and accountability.
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Performance Indicators:

NeSA TEST SCORES
a) NeSA-Reading — full weight
b) NeSA-Mathematics — full weight
c) NeSA-Writing — half weight
d) NeSA-Science — half weight

PARTICIPATION -- 95% in each subject

GROWTH (Elementary and Middle School) -- Differences in average scale scores over
time.

GRADUATION RATE (High School} - Goal: 90%

Accountability Decisions

¢ When data are available each year, a cut score process will be completed. This
process will determine which schools are identified as honor schools and priority
schools.

e Priority and Honor districts will be calculated from individual student
achievement, participation, growth and graduation data within the districts.

Consequences and Assistance

With the support and assistance from the state and from the NDE, districts are
responsible for the state accountability consequences of their schools.

HONOR STATUS SCHOOLS AND DISTRICTS:
a. Public recognition

b. Honor Roll
c. Opportunities to share professional development across the state
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a) The priority school and its district will be required to specify the steps, action to
be taken and the timeline for expected improvement. These action plans must
be approved by the State Board of Education.

b) The specific steps and action plan of a priority school and district are to be
followed as a requirement to maintain accreditation.

¢) The Commissioner of Education is required to establish an intervention team
that will be assigned to each priority district or school. The intervention team will
consist of team members from the NDE, the educational service units, and other
individuals who specialize in the area where schools and districts need additional
support.

d) The superintendent and the board president of the priority school district shall
report progress to the State Board of Education every year that the school is
classified as a priority school or district.

e) If aschool has been designated as a priority school for 3 of the 5 prior years the
State Board shall determine the next steps that should be taken, including but
not limited to assigning an onsite leadership team, sanctions, probation, or
removing accreditation and/or funding.
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Timeline

NeSA-Reading Scores

Adoption of the Nebraska State Accountability
Framework

Communication of the Accountability Model

NeSA-Reading Test Administration
NeSA Writing Test Administration
NeSA Mathematics Test Administration

State Accountability calculations using reading and
writing scores, baseline mathematics achievement,
participation in three subjects, and growth in
reading scores.

Year One: Identification of Honor and Priority
schools and districts.

State Board Review of State Accountability Process

NeSA-Reading Test Administration
NeSA-Writing Test Administration
NeSA-Mathematics Test Administration

State Accountability calculations using reading,
writing, and mathematics scores, baseline science
scores and graduation rates: participation in all
four subjects, growth in reading, mathematics and
graduation rates.

Year Two: Identification of Honor and Priority
schools and districts.
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Winter-Spring 2013

Summer 2013

October 2013

November 2013

State Board of Education Review of Accountability
Process

NeSA-Reading Test Administration
NeSA-Writing Test Administration
NeSA-Mathematics Test Administration
NeSA-Science Test Administration

State Accountability calculations using reading,
mathematics, science, and writing scores and
graduation rates: participation in all four subjects,
growth in reading, mathematics, and graduation
rates.

Year Three: Identification of Honor and Priority
schools and districts.

State Board of Education Review of Accountability
Process
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