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...Because partnerships between business and education are critical to future success

Project Overview: Project SHINE integrates Nebraska businesses representing energy, biofuels, food
processing, and manufacturing with secondary and college science, technology, engineering, and
mathematics (STEM) educators and their students. This project features educator professional
development activities with business mentors, year-long school-business relationships, an electronic
library of problem-based learning resource materials, and gender-specific student STEM camps. This
project is funded by a grant from the National Science Foundation.

Project Intent:

e Get businesses and schools jointly engaged in the application of learning

e Provide educators with individual business mentors

e Support educators with a practical answer to the student’s question, “Why do | need to know
this?”

* Expose students to the specific STEM skills required to be successful in many business
environments

Program Obijectives Include:

e Educator Professional s Student Engagement e Business Mentors
Development o Weeklong gender specific o Host educator externships
o Create Problem-based camps o Participate in classroom
learning activities o Interactive learning activities
o Resource sharing with activities o Host student tours
educators o Application of real world o Provide input in curriculum
o Hands-on activities case studies

o Business externships

For more information: Project Director Dan Davidchik at (402) 562-1408 or by e-mail at ddavidchik@cccneb.edu
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September 17, 2010

Dear Educator,

I would like you to consider applying for what I'm certain will be an exciting
partnership with business. In this partnership, you will participate in professional
development that can impact both your classroom and individual growth.

In 2009, Central Community College received a three-year National Science
Foundation grant award for Project SHINE — Shaping High-quality Integrated
Nebraska Education. The goal of Project SHINE is to engage secondary and
college faculty in collaborative relationships with business and industry leading to
experiential, problem-based learning, ultimately increasing student participation and
success entering high demand technical careers.

Project SHINE educators will participate in the project from June 1, 2011, to May
31, 2012, and should plan on the following time commitment during the summer of
2011:

e Onsite group workshop activities from Monday, June 6, 2010, to Friday,
June 10, 2011, and Monday, June 13, 2010, to Thursday, June 16, 2011

o Four days for an additional business externship and curriculum
development session near your school location. The dates will fall between
the end of the onsite workshop and the middle of July for these activities
and will be determined later this spring.

e One day transition workshop on August 1, 2011

This letter accompanies the Project SHINE Educator Overview and Application.
Please take the time to review this document.

| look forward to hearing from you regarding your application. You can reach me at

(402)562-1408 or at ddavidchik@cccneb.edu.

Sincerely,

Daniel D. Davidchik
Project SHINE Director
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