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STATE OF NEBRASKA
Roger D. Breed, Ed.D. )
Commissioner of Education ) N.P.P.C. Case No. 09-07
301 Centennial Mall South - 6th Floor ) Case No. 09036
P.O. Box 94933 )
Lincoln, NE 68509-4933, )
)
Petitioner, )
)
VS. )
) Findings Of Fact, Conclusions
) Of Law And Recommendation
Mary Rittenburg ) Of the Commission
P.O. Box 407 ) oy~ "
Valparaiso, NE 68065, ) Ol FILED é[()
) ' ED
Respondent. ) APR 12 2010
NEBRASKA DEPARTMENT
I. STATEMENT OF THE CASE Of ON

This case commenced with the filing of a Petition on November 6, 2009, by Roger D.
Breed, Commissioner of Education, Department of Education, State of Nebraska, hereinafter
referred to as “Petitioner.” The Petition was filed against Mary Rittenburg, hereinafter referred
to as “Respondent.” The Petition alleges certain acts of conduct by the Respondent in violation
of Neb. Rev. Stat. Section 79-866(2) (Reissue 2003); Title 92, Nebraska Administrative Code,
Chapter 27, Section 004.02E (effective date: November 12, 2003).

On November 12, 2009, the Petition, Notice of Right to Submit an Answer, and a copy of
Title 95, Nebraska Administrative Code, Chapter 1 (effective date: October 30, 1993), was
served upon Respondent by certified mail, return receipt requested.

The Respondent has failed to file an Answer to the Petition. On December 4, 2009, the
Petitioner filed a Motion for Default Judgment. Also on December 4, 2009, Kathi Vontz, Clerk
of the Commission filed a Request for Support Information. On December 15, 2009, Petitioner,
through his General Counsel filed the requested Support Information with the Commission.

On or about December 23, 2009, Kathi Vontz, Clerk of the Commission, filed a Notice of
Hearing which was sent to the Respondent, postage prepaid, and delivered by hand to the
Petitioner’s general counsel. The Notice of Hearing advised that a public hearing on the Petition
would be held on March 27, 2010, commencing at approximately 9:05 a.m., in the State Board
Hearing Room, 6th Floor, Nebraska State Office Building, 301 Centennial Mall South, Lincoln,
Nebraska. The Notice further advised that the hearing would be held before a designated hearing



[image: image3.jpg]committee of the Commission, with Samuel Van Pelt serving as legal counsel to advise the Chair
in the performance of his duties.

The Petition and Default Motion, came on for hearing at the above time and place before
a Hearing Panel of the Comumission consisting of Commission Members: Susan J. Anglemyer,
Robert Beck, Sharon Bohling, Jon Habben, Raymond Keller, Jodi Kupper, Joanne Lehman,
Brian Maher, and Lynn Strack. Commissioners Meyers and Shelton recused themselves.
Commissioner Maher served as Chairperson. The proceedings were reported by Wendy Cutting
of General Reporting Services, Lincoln, Nebraska. The Petitioner appeared by Brian L.
Halstead, General Counsel. Neither the Respondent nor anyone representing the Respondent
appeared. Exhibits were received in evidence and the Petitioner’s General Counsel made his
closing argument.

Thereupon, the Commission adjourned and deliberated based on the record before it, and
makes the following Findings of Fact, Conclusions of Law, and Recommendation to the State
Board of Education.

II. FINDINGS OF FACT

1. The Petitioner, Roger D. Breed, is the Commissioner of Education for the State of
Nebraska; Respondent holds Nebraska standard teaching certificate number XXX-XX-4311,
endorsed as School Guidance Counsclor K-12 and Language Arts 7-12, with an expiration date
of August 31, 2014.

2. The Respondent was employed as a guidance counselor by the Raymond Central
Public Schools until her resignation was accepted by the Raymond Board of Education effective
June 4, 2009.

3. Onor between April 1, 2006, and March 10, 2009, the Respondent was employed by
the Valparaiso Library and used a debit card to purchase persona items for herself.

4. On or about June 29, 2009, the Respondent was charged in the Saunders County
District Court with Theft by Deception over $,1500, from the Village of Valparaiso, a Class 111
Felony.

5. On or about July 9, 2009, the Respondent’s case was dismissed, pursuant to a plea
agreement, wherein the Respondent agreed to make full restitution, pay court costs, and not
violate any misdemeanor or felony laws with 18 months.

[II. CONCLUSIONS OF LAW

1. The Commission has jurisdiction in this case and all proceedings have been in
accordance with applicable Constitutional, Statutory, and Regulatory Requirements.

2. The Petitioner has proven by a preponderance of the evidence that the Respondent
committed an immoral act and an act of moral turpitude in violation of Neb. Rev. Stat. Section



[image: image4.jpg]79-866(2) (Reissue 2003); and Title 92, Nebraska Administrative Code, Chapter 27, Section
004.04E (effective date: November 12, 2003) which states, “the educator: Shall not commit any
act of moral turpitude or any felony under the laws of the United States or any state or territory,
and shall not have a misdemeanor conviction involving abuse, neglect, or sexual misconduct as
defined in Sections 003.12 through 003.14 of 92 NAC 21.”

IV. RECOMMENDATION

Therefore, the Commission respectfully recommends to the State Board of Education that
the Respondent’s Nebraska standard teaching certificate number XXX-XX-4311, endorsed as
School Guidance Counselor K-12 and Language Arts 7-12, with an expiration date of August 31,
2014 be revoked for a period of five years from and after final action herein by the State Board
of Education

) . 7
Dated this__ -3 day of ,4A,«~//,2010.

F, A

~Brian Maher, Chairperson
Hearing Committee
Nebraska Professional Practices Commission
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I hereby certify that a true and correct copy of the foregoing Findings of Fact,
Conclusions of Law, and Recommendation for Case No. 09-07 was served upon Respondent,
Mary Rittenburg, by certified U.S. Mail, postage prepaid, and hand delivered to Brian Halstead,

attorney for the Petitioner, on this /&% day o y , Zo/0 , at the following
addresses. [

Mary Rittenburg Brian L. Halstead

Respondent Attorney for Petitioner

P.O. Box 407 301 Centennial Mall South

Valparaiso, NE 68065 Lincoln, NE 68509

% e

Kathi Vontz
Clerk of the Commission
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BEFORE THE NEBRASKA PROFESSIONAL PRACTICE COMMISSION

STATE OF NEBRASKA ORIGINAL

Case No. 09036
PPC Case No. 09-07

Roger D. Breed, Ed.D.

Commissioner of Education

301 Centennial Mall South

P.O. Box 94933

Lincoln, NE 68509-4933 TRANSCRIPT
VOLUME I of I

(Pages 1 through 13)
EXHIBITS 1-3

Petitioner,
vSs.
Mary Rittenburg
P.O. Box 407
Valparaiso, NE 68065

Respondent.

Nebraska State Office Building
301 Centennial Mall South
Department of Education Board Room
Sixth Floor
Lincoln, NE
Convened, pursuant to notice, at 9:08 a.m., on
March 27, 2010,
BEFORE:
THE HONORABLE SAMUEL VAN PELT, Hearing Officer.
COMMISSION MEMBERS PRESENT:
JODI KUPPER, Chairperson; BRIAN MAHER, Presiding;
SUSAN ANGLEMEYER; ROBERT BECK; SHARON BOHLING; JON HABBEN;
RAYMOND KELLER; JOANNE LEHMAN; and LYNN STRACK.
OTHERS PRESENT:

KATHI VONTZ, Clerk of the Commission

GENERAL REPORTING SERVICE (402) 477-8425
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APPEARANCES

For the Commissioner:

Brian L. Halstead, #18077

Assistant Commissioner/
General Counsel

Department of Education

301 Centennial Mall South

Sixth Floor

Lincoln, NE 68509
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INDEX

EXHIBITS: Marked Offered Ruled On Found
1 Pleadings (105 pages) 5 6 6 Appendix
2 Title 92, Nebraska ] 6 6 Appendix

Administrative Code,
Chapter 27 (16 pages)

3 Title 895, Nebraska 5 6 6 Appendix
Administrative Code,
Chapter 1 (20 pages)

Appearances 2
Reporter's Certificate 4
Closing Argument by Mr. Halstead 7
Motion iz
Decision 13
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REPORTER'S CERTIFICATE:
State of Nebraska )
¥ Es.

County of Lancaster

I, WENDY C. CUTTING, reporter for GENERAL
REPORTING SERVICE, certify that I reported the proceedings
in this matter; that the transcript of testimony is a true
and accurate and complete extension of the recording made of
those proceedings; that the transcript consists of:

Volume I, pages 1 through 13, and Exhibits 1
through 3; and further that the disposition of the
exhibits is referenced in the index hereto.

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand

N

)
at Lincoln, Nebraska, this %{ day of April, 2010.

&/Z/k/( 4/~w k (\L/\Z(/ CaZ

Reporte/ ’/
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PROCEEDINGS:

(Exhibits 1 through 3 were marked for
identification.)

CHAIRPERSON MAHER: Ladies and gentlemen, I am
Brian Maher, chairperson of this hearing panel of the
Nebraska Professional Practices Commission. I convene this
hearing at 9:08 a.m. for the purpose of receiving evidence
in a petition filed by Roger D. Breed, Commissioner of
Education, Petitioner, against Mary Rittenburg, Respondent,
Case No. 09-07.

The other members of the hearing committee are
Susan J. Anglemeyer, Robert Beck, Sharon Bohling, Jon
Habben, Raymond Keller, Jodi Kupper, Joanne Lehman, and Lynn
Strack. Marie Meyers and Karen Shelton have recused
theirselves from this hearing.

The Commission's attorney is Samuel Van Pelt. His
purpose 1is to advise the hearing panel chairperson, and the
Commission on the performance of our duties under the
Commission’'s rule and regulations.

The court reporter is Wendy Cutting. Her purpose
is to record the testimony of the witnesses and mark the
exhibits.

The Clerk of the Commission is Kathi Vontz. Her
purpose is administrative.

This case arises from a request by the State Board
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of Education that the Commission hear this matter pursuant
to Sections 79-859 through 79-871 of the Nebraska statutes
and the rules and regulations thereunder.

At this time I ask the attorneys to enter their
appearance.

MR. HALSTEAD: Brian Halstead, 301 Centennial Mall
South, Sixth Floor, Lincoln, Nebraska 68509, on behalf of
the Commissioner of Education.

CHAIRPERSON MAHER: Let the record show that the
respondent is not present, nor is there anyone else present
on behalf of the respondent.

At this time, if there are no objections, T will
enter into the record the pleadings which are marked as
Exhibit 1; the standards of ethics and competency, which is
92 Nebraska Administrative Code, Chapter 27, and is marked
as Exhibit 2; and the Regulations Concerning Teacher and
Administrator Professional Practices Hearings, which is 95
Nebraska Administrative Code, Chapter 1, and is marked as
Exhibit 3. Are there any objections?

MR. HALSTEAD: I have no objections.

CHAIRPERSON BECK: Exhibits 1, 2, 3 are received.

(Exhibits 1 through 3 were received in evidence.
See Index.)

At this time the hearing committee's attorney will

conduct the hearing.
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THE HEARING OFFICER: Mr. Halstead, do you have
any opening statement?

MR. HALSTEAD: 1I'd waive an opening statement,
Your Honor.

THE HEARING OFFICER: Do you have any additional
exhibits in addition to 1, 2, and 3 that you wish to offer?

MR. HALSTEAD: I do not.

THE HEARING OFFICER: You may go ahead and make
a -- well, do you have any other type of evidence?

MR. HALSTEAD: ©No, I do not. I'd just make a
closing statement.

THE HEARING OFFICER: You may go ahead and make
your closing remarks.

MR. HALSTEAD: Thank you. Ladies and gentlemen of
the Commission, as you can see from Exhibit No. 1, the
evidence in this case, Ms. Rittenburg was the librarian for
the Raymond Central Schools. She also was the librarian for
the Village of Valparaiso. And over an extended period of
time, she stole money from the Village of Valparaiso by
using their debit card for the library to make personal
purchases for which she was charged originally with a Class
ITI felony. $7,000 is a lot of money. She got a good deal
from the Saunders County Attorney. They dismissed the
charges with the understanding she'd make full restitution

in the matter. Her employment with the Raymond City --
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Raymond Central Public Schools, she resigned that position
when they became aware of her theft offenses from the
Village of Valparaiso.

Obviously, we believe that her conduct does not
comport to the standards of professional conduct for
educators. Theft is an act of moral turpitude. $7,000 is a
lot of money. Somewhat disappointing is what appears to be
her attitude in this. Although she was very remorseful in
her writings to the Village of Valparaiso, her attitude
towards the Raymond Central Public Schools or in this
proceeding was, well, the criminal charges were dismissed,
so therefore, I should be presumed innocent, without
acknowledging any responsibility for her conduct.

The fact that this would have been a felony
offense, we think warrants the revocation of her
certificate. We certainly think five years may be the
appropriate amount of time for her certificate to be
revoked. And with that, I'd answer any questions you might
have about the case.

THE HEARING OFFICER: Any questions of Mr.
Halstead on my left?

COMMISSIONER KUPPER: I have one. You said five
years, and yet, I'm trying to remember, we have one person
returning requesting to come back, and I think his was

revoked for four years. Is five the average that generally




[image: image14.jpg]10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

occurs or --—

MR. HALSTEAD: The Commissioner has taken the
position that felony offenses, at a minimum, should warrant
a five-year revocation. That's obviously for this
Commission and the State Board to decide. The gentleman
who's applying for reinstatement is doing so -- his was, in
fact, revoked for four years. His involved a violation of
the student/teacher relationship and his involved some
unique factors that we may actually bring up in his case
when he comes up for reinstatement to differentiate, but his
was not a theft offense or a felony conviction. It didn't
involve any criminal conduct per se.

COMMISSIONER KUPPER: And to what extent does the
fact that she wasn't formally found guilty --

MR. HALSTEAD: Well, let me ask you this. If I
steal $7,000 from you, does it make any difference whether
the county attorney prosecutes me or not?

COMMISSIONER KUPPER: No, it's just the legal
aspect --—

MR. HALSTEAD: Is it the same underlying offense?
In the sense of, she's gotten a great deal from the Saunders
County Attorney. I recognize that. I tell you, there's a
lot of people who'd like to have that kind of deal from the
prosecuting attorney. That's great. That's the decisions

prosecuting attorneys get to make on criminal matters in
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that regard. So, again, that's something you can factor
into it. She will not have, at this point, any criminal
conviction, provided she makes all the restitution. I have
no indications that any criminal charges have been filed
against her since that time.

THE HEARING OFFICER: Any other questions?

Yes.

COMMISSIONER HABBEN: I guess you sort of answered
my question. Apparently, the restitution -- it appeared to
me it has been made, but there has not been a decision
formally to drop the charges or the restitution has not been
completed or do you know where that status is at?

MR. HALSTEAD: My understanding from the county
attorney was they dismissed the charges with her promise to
make the restitution of the $7,000-and-some-odd that was
identified being owed to the Village of Valparaiso and that
they wouldn't refile charges so long as she made that
restitution within the 18 months. The 18 months isn't up
yet, so I can't tell you the exact status of the payment or
repayment of Lhe money. All I can tell you is I'm not aware
of any criminal charges being refiled against her by the
Saunders County Attorney, so I can only presume she is still
complying or has fully complied. But I don't know the
status of her restitution towards the Village of Valparaiso.

COMMISSIONER HABBEN: And I understand, like so
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many issues we deal with in education, the fact that maybe a
first-time offender is able to cut a deal that saves them
criminal prosecution or puts them into pre-trial diversion
or whatever it might be, while that might occur, our
obligation is separate from how the legal system chooses to
handle the circumstance.

MR. HALSTEAD: I would agree with you. The
criminal justice system has its processes and makes its own
independent determinations. This body is charged with the
responsibility for the professional standards under Rule 27,
and who should be a member of this profession. So, they are
two separate distinct functions.

THE HEARING OFFICER: Any other questions of Mr.
Halstead?

(No response.)

If not, the chair will proceed to close this
hearing.

CHAIRPERSON MAHER: The hearing committee will now
adjourn and will consider the evidence. The hearing
committee's decision will be reduced to writing. A copy of
the hearing committee's findings, conclusions, and decision
will be furnished to the parties. If the decision includes
a recommendation to suspend or revoke the respondent's
certificate, the findings, conclusions, and recommendation

will be presented to the State Board of Education.
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I now declare this meeting adjourned at 9:17 a.m.

(Whereupon, the hearing was adijourned at 9:17 a.m.
to be reconvened after executive session and deliberation of
the evidence.)

(Back on the record 1:03 p.m.)

CHAIRPERSON KUPPER: Is there a motion regarding
the Commission's recommendation on Case No. 09-072

COMMISSIONER KELLER: Yes, there is. I move that
the Nebraska Professional Practices Commission adopts the
findings of fact and conclusions of law and recommend to the
State Board of Education that the certificate of Mary
Rittenburg be revoked for a period of five years.

CHAIRPERSON KUPPER: Is there a second?

COMMISSIONER BOHLING: I second.

CHAIRPERSON KUPPER: It has been moved and
seconded to accept the findings of fact and conclusions of
law and the recommendation. Is there discussion?

{(No response.)

CHAIRPERSON KUPPER: Will the clerk please call
the roll?

THE CLERK: Anglemeyer?

COMMISSIONER ANGLEMEYER: Yes.

THE €LERK: Begk:

COMMISSIONER BECK: Yes.

THE CLERK: Bohling.
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COMMISSIONER BOHLING:

THE CLERK: Habben.

COMMISSIONER HABBEN:

THE CLERK: Keller.

COMMISSIOENR KELLER:

THE CLERK: Kupper.

COMMISSIONER KUPPER:

THE CLERK: Lehman.

COMMISSIONER LEHMAN:

THE CLERK: Maher.

COMMISSIONER MAHER:

THE CLERK: Strack.

COMMISSIONER STRACK:

CHAIRPERSON KUPPER:

(Whereupon, at 1:04 p.m. on March 27, 2010,

proceedings were concluded.)

Yes.

Yes:

Yes.

Yes.

Yes.

Yes.

Yes .

The motion passes.

the

13
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STATE OF NEBRASKA

Roger D. Breed, Ed.D.
Commissioner of Education

301 Centennial Mall South — 6" Floor
P.O. Box 94933

Lincoln, NE 68509-4933

NPPC Case No. 09-07
Case No. 09036

Petitioner,
Vs. NOTICE OF HEARING
Mary Rittenburg
P.O. Box 407
Valparaiso, NE 68065,

e S NN AN AN AN AN

Respondent.

Petitioner and Respondent are hereby notified that a hearing on the Petition filed by
Roger D. Breed, on November 6, 2009, will be held in the Hearing Room, 6™ Floor, Nebraska
State Office Building, 301 Centennial Mall South, Lincoln, Nebraska, on the 27" day of March
2010, commencing at 9:05 a.m.

Commission members of the Nebraska Professional Practices Commission will hear and
consider the case.

Samuel Van Pelt, Route 1, Box 169, Hickman, Nebraska 68372 has been appointed legal

counsel to advise the chairperson in the performance of the chairperson’s duties.
7 .

Dated L0 02d48 A2, 200

Brian Maher, Chairperson, Hearing Panel
NEBRASKA PROFESSIONAL PRACTICES COMMISSION

~ 3
TV e ST
By Kathi Vontz, Clerk of thg}iommission

NEBRASKA PROFESSIONAL PRACTICES COMMISSION
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eby certify that a true and correct copy of the above Notice dated.. f[ Lo /%y

20se Number 09-07, was mailed to Mary Rittenburg, Respondent, by U.S. Mail
popaid, and delivered by-hand to Brian Halstead, Attorney for the Petitioner, on this
Aol day of /L"ZJKZ%WL/{(/CZOIO? at the following addresses.

Manburg Brian Halstead

Rest Attorney for Petitioner
P.Oi07 301 Centennial Mall South
Valp, NE 68065 Lincoln, NE 68509

) v . P
TG /5
il M A

Kathi Vontz

Clerk of the Commissi

Nx

<

<
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STATE OF NEBRASKA
Roger D. Breed, Ed.D. ) Case No. 09036
Commissioner of Education ) PPC Case No. 09-07
301 Centennial Mall South - 6th Floor )
P. O. Box 94933 )
Lincoln, NE 68509-4933, )
Petitioner, )
vs. ) SUPPORT INFORMATION
)
Mary Rittenburg ) FILED
P.O. Box 407 )
Valparaiso, NE 68065, ) '~
Respondent. ) -
COMES NOW the Petitioner, by and through the undersigned a torﬂaﬁ&?&?&%ﬁ%oN

pursuant to the Commission's Request for Support Information, submits the following
information requested as provided in Title 95, Nebraska Administrative Code, Chapter 1, Section

003.05:

1. Title 92, Nebraska Administrative Code, Chapter 28, a copy of which is
attached and marked as Exhibit "A", and by this reference is incorporated herein;

2. Title 92, Nebraska Administrative Code, Chapter 29, a copy of which is
attached and marked as Exhibit "B", and by this reference is incorporated herein;

3. An Affidavit of Kevin Peters, Director for the Teacher Education/Certification
Division of the Nebraska Department of Education, a copy of which is attached
and marked as Exhibit "C", and by this reference is incorporated herein;

4. The Report of Investigation in Case No. 09036, a copy of which is attached
and marked as Exhibit "D", and by this reference is incorporated herein; and

5. A letter from the Respondent to the Commissioner of Education dated
November 5, 2009, a copy of which is attached and marked as Exhibit “E”, and

by this reference is incorporated herein.

WHEREFORE, the Petitioner prays that the Commission make a recommendation to the

State Board of Education that is in accordance wit

7 74
<— 7\
Brian . Halstead #1807

Attorney for Petitioner
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The undersigned certifies that a copy of the above motion and exhibits was mailed to the

parties of record, by U. S. mail, sufficient postage prepaid, on this 15" day of December 2009.

_Brian T Halstcad #18077
General Counsel
P. 0. Box 94933
Lincoln, NE 68509
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OF EDUCATION

RULE 28

REGULATIONS AND STANDARDS FOR
INVESTIGATIONS AND NONPUBLIC
PROFESSIONAL PRACTICES HEARINGS

TITLE 92, NEBRASKA ADMINISTRATIVE CODE,
CHAPTER 28

EFFECTIVE DATE
DECEMBER 25, 1989

State of Nebraska

Department of Education

301 Centennial Mall South
Lincoln, Nebraska 68509
Douglas D. Christensen, Ph.D.
Commissioner
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OF EDUCATION

RULE 29

REGULATIONS AND STANDARDS FOR
PROFESSIONAL PRACTICES CASE
DETERMINATIONS BY THE STATE BOARD

TITLE 92, NEBRASKA ADMINISTRATIVE CODE,
CHAPTER 29

EFFECTIVE DATE
DECEMBER 25, 1989

State of Nebraska

Department of Education

301 Centennial Mall South
Lincoln, Nebraska 68509
Douglas D. Christensen, Ph.D.
Commissioner
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STATE OF NEBRASKA
Roger D. Breed, Ed.D. ) Case No. 09036
Commissioner of Education ) PPC Case No. 09-07
301 Centennial Mall South - 6th Floor )
P. O. Box 94933 )
Lincoln, NE 68509-4933 )
)
Petitioner, )
)
vs. ) AFFIDAVIT
)
Mary Rittenburg )
P.O. Box 407 )
Valparaiso, NE 68065, )
)
Respondent. )
STATE OF NEBRASKA )
) SS
COUNTY OF LANCASTER )

Kevin Peters, Ed.D., being first duly sworn, deposes and says:

1. I am the Director of the Teacher Certification Division of the Nebraska
Department of Education.

2. The Petitioner is Roger D. Breed, Commissioner of Education, 301 Centennial
Mall South - 6th Floor, P. O. Box 94933, Lincoln, NE 68509-4933, telephone:
(402) 471-5020.

3. The duties as Director include being the custodian of records regarding
individuals who currently hold valid certificates issued by the Department
pursuant to Title 92, Nebraska Administrative Code, Chapter 21.

4. The records indicate that the Respondent, Mary Rittenburg, holds a public
Nebraska standard teaching certificate number 2007000031, endorsed as School
Guidance Counselor K-12 and Language Arts 7-12, with an expiration date of
August 31, 2014.

5. The acts, events, or conditions appearing on the records under my custody are
made at or near the time of such acts, events, or conditions, in the course of
regularly conducted activity, and that it is the regular course of activity for the
Department to make such record.
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-
Dated this /5 day of December 2009.

ol 7

Kevm Peters, Ed.D.

Subscribed and sworn to before me this [6 day of December 2009.

ﬁ’ GENERAL NOTARY - State of Nebraska ,
i NIKOLE SANDER 1 " f
esdslemn My Comm, ip, June 25, 2011 ML@ % W[\(\U'LL)

k }Notary Public/

37
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STATE OF NEBRASKA
Nikole Sander ) Case No. 09036
301 Centennial Mall South )
Lincoln, NE 68509-4987 )
)
Complainant, )
)
vs. ) REPORT OF INVESTIGATION
)
Mary Rittenburg )
P.O. Box 407 )
Valparaiso, NE 68065 )
)
Respondent. )

In accordance with Title 92, Nebraska Administrative Code, Chapter 28, the attached
Report of Investigation into case number 09036 is submitted to the Commissioner of Education

on this 6" day of November 2009. This Report was submitted to the Respondent on the 20" day

of October 2009, and no exceptions were filed. 0/ M
Certiﬁcyn Weﬁz{t@r“
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Respondent.
In accordance with Title 92, Nebraska Administrative Code, Chapter 28, the attached

Report of Investigation into case number 09036 is submitted to the Respondent on the 20™ day of
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JURISDICTION
On July 13, 2009, Nikole Sander filed a Complaint with the Commissioner of Education
against Mary Rittenburg, the Respondent. A copy of the Complaint was served upon the
Respondent on July 22, 2009. Copies of the Complaint and return receipt are collectively

attached and marked as exhibit "E-1".

The Teacher Certification Office Records revealed that the Respondent holds a public

Nebraska standard teaching certificate, number -4311, endorsed as School
Guidance Counselor K-12 and Language Arts 7-12, with an expiration date of August 31,
2014,

SUMMARY OF COMPLAINT

The Complainant alleged that the Respondent was charged in the Saunders County
District Court with Theft-deception over $1,500, a Class III Felony.

POSITION OF RESPONDENT

The Respondent submitted a written response to the complaint stating she should be
presumed innocent because the charges against her were dismissed on July 6, 2009. A
copy of this response is attached and marked as exhibit “E-2”.

FINDINGS

The investigator obtained a copy of the Saunders County Sheriff’s Department reports
involving the Respondent. A summary of the reports follows:

On January 12, 2009, Captain Morris took a report of fraud involving the
village of Valparaiso in Saunders County. It was discovered while
checking the books at the village library, that a large amount of money
was being spent at Wal-Mart in Lincoln, NE with a debit card. Capt.
Morris was advised by Floyd Maresh, Valparaiso Village Clerk, that the
Respondent had been using the debit card for purchasing personal items
for her own use. Mr. Maresh stated at budget time, the Respondent was
asking for more than the allotted amount. Mr. Maresh checked the books
and noticed several debit card purchases at Wal-Mart in Lincoln, and the
Respondent was asked to provide receipts, which she was unable to do.
The Respondent admitted to using the debit card several times for her own
personal use.

Mr. Maresh provided bank records from January 10, 2008, through
November 17, 2008, showing charges of $7,049.89. Mr. Maresh advised
that the Respondent resigned when she was confronted. The Respondent
submitted a resignation letter t6 the Valparaiso Library Board and stated
there was no excuse for what was done. The Respondent also indicated
she would pay back the money within 12-18 months.
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On February 11, 2009, Capt. Morris met with the Respondent and advised
her she was not under arrest but recad her the Miranda rights. The
Respondent advised she was employed by the library for the past ten
years. According to the Respondent, there was a checkbook that required
two signatures for items being purchased. As time passed there were
some items that were available through the internet. In order to make
these purchases a credit or debit was card required, so the library got a
debit card. The Respondent stated the thefts started when she would shop
for the library but would also place personal items on the card. This led to
her using the card for personal items only. The Respondent advised she
planned on paying it back. The Respondent would not commit to the
amount spent and then indicated it could have been half the amount
claimed by the library board. The Respondent stated sometimes she
purchased items for the library with her own funds. The Respondent
indicated she spoke with several members of the library board about
paying the money back and it would not be reported to the law
enforcement.

A citation for Embezzlement and Theft-Unlawful Taking was issued to the Respondent
with a court date set for April 7, 2009. The Respondent provided a written statement and
was released. A copy of the written statement is attached and marked as exhibit “E-3".

The investigator obtained a copy of the Saunders County District Court record in the
matter. Copies of pertinent documents are collectively attached and marked as exhibit
“E-4”. On or about March 19, 2009, the Respondent was charged in the Saunders County
Court with Theft by Deception over $1,500, a Class IIT Felony. On or about June 11,
2009, the Respondent’s criminal case was transferred to the Saunders County District
Court, and the Respondent was scheduled to be arraigned on or about July 6, 2009. It
was alleged that on or between April 1, 2006, and March 10, 2009, the Respondent used a
debit card of the Valparaiso Library where she was employed to purchase personal items
for herself. On June 29, 2009, an Information was filed in the Saunders County District
Court. On July 9, 2009, a Motion to Dismiss was filed by the Plaintiff asking the Court
to dismiss the case upon payment of costs by the Respondent. On July 9, 2009, the
Respondent’s case was dismissed at her costs.

The investigator contacted Valparaiso Village Clerk Floyd Maresh on September 24,
2009. Mr. Maresh faxed two documents to the investigator, copies of which are
collectively attached and marked as exhibit “E-5”. Both documents were dated January
5, 2009, and were signed by the Respondent. The first document was a letter of apology
to the Valparaiso Village Board and Valparaiso Library Board. The Respondent agreed
to repay the money and wanted all of it to be repaid within 12-18 months. The second
letter to the same entities was a letter of resignation as library director of the Valparaiso
Public Library. The Respondent also stated she enjoyed wmkmg there for the past ten
years and would continue to support its'endeavors.
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The investigator contacted Raymond Central Superintendent Paul Hull on September 24,
2009, via e-mail. Mr. Hull responded he has known the Respondent since July of 2008.
Mr. Hull stated the Respondent related well with students and staff, was involved in
organizations and committees, and was very social with other adults. Mr. Hull stated the
Respondent needed improvement in organization, decision making when ordering
materials, meeting deadlines, and managing time.

Mr. Hull wrote two of his greatest disappointments with the Respondent were: 1) that she
did not come forth and share information with him about the theft though given many
opportunities and didn’t seem concerned that the acts could have an impact on her
employment status; and 2) that in his impression the Respondent showed no remorse for
her actions. Mr. Hull wrote, “I got the impression according to her, that it wasn’t that big
of an issue”.

Mr. Hull stated that in addition to her counseling duties the Respondent was also the
sponsor of the yearbook. Mr. Hull stated during her sponsorship the district had to fund
over $3,000 additional money to the yearbook account. Mr. Hull stated there is a concern
about the $3,000 shortage of money, but he has not yet completed an audit of that
account.

Mr. Hull stated the date of the Respondent’s resignation was April 9, 2009, and the Board
of Education approved her resignation on April 20, 2009, on a unanimous 6-0 vote. The
Respondent’s last day of employment was on June 4, 2009, and she received her final
paycheck on August 20, 2009. A copy of the Respondent’s resignation letter and a copy
of the board minutes are collectively attached and marked as exhibit “E-6”.

The Respondent submitted a letter to the Department dated September 16, 2009, in
response to the complaint filed against her. A summary of the letter in exhibit “E-2”
follows:

The Respondent submitted that all charges against her were dismissed as
of July 6, 2009, by the District Court in Saunders County. “As far as I
know, all persons in this country are innocent until proven guilty, and
since 1 am not being found guilty, the assumption here is that I am
innocent.” The Respondent stated she hasn’t done anything to jeopardize
the well-being or education of any students and maintained her
professionalism throughout the situation.

The Respondent stated she was called into the superintendent’s office on
April 9, 2009, and was given the choice to either resign or “he would seek
contract retraction”. The Respondent stated she had no time to think about
it; could not contact anyone for advice; and was required to give Mr. Hull
an immediate answer. The Respondent stated she signed the letter of
resignation. The Respondent stated after the charges were dismissed she
attempted to get her job back but could not because she had “willingly”
signed the letter of resignation.

e

*~
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The Respondent stated, “I had to pay for court costs, cven though the
charges were dismissed, and repay the village library for any items
purchased that I couldn’t come up with a receipt for. I'have apologized to
the library board for the entire incident”. The Respondent stated she has
suffered monetarily and her family has suffered. The Respondent
continued, “I should have kept better track of receipts and should have
been more careful with the bookkeeping. It is my fault and I have paid my
dues”.

The Respondent stated she has been working since she was 12 years of
age and has spent more than 20 years employed in education. The
Respondent stated, “I ask that you allow me to continue doing what I love,
and not bring disciplinary action against my fteaching certificate. If
disciplinary action is required, I ask that you consider the time that has
already passed as part of it. I have been out of the school since June 4,
2009. So, as of October 4, I will have been being “punished” for 4
months”.

The Respondent e-mailed the investigator on September 28, 2009, and advised Susan
Kirchmann represented her in the legal matter, but is not representing her in the current
case against her with the Department. The Respondent added, “I think my letter states
my case”. A copy of the e-mail is included in exhibit “E-2”.

The investigator sent an e-mail on September 28, 2009, to Scott Tingelhoff, Saunders
County Attorney. Deputy County Attorney C. Jo Petersen answered the investigator
through e-mail on October 8, 2009, Attorney Petersen advised a plea agreement was
reached between the County Attorney’s Office and the Respondent, and the Respondent
was required to make full restitution of $7,050, pay court costs, and is required not to
violate any misdemeanor or felony laws within an eighteen month period in exchange for
the dismissal without prejudice. Attorney Petersen stated the “without prejudice” would
allow the county attorney to re-file the charges should the Respondent have a law
violation.

In a later e-mail, Attorney Petersen advised the plea agreement was not in writing, but
was accepted verbally. Petersen stated this was brought about after Deputy County
Attorney Gilg, the prosecutor in the case, sent an agreement in letter to the Respondent’s
attorney. The investigator asked for a copy of the letter from Attorney Gilg to the
Respondent. A copy of this e-mail exchange is attached and marked as exhibit “E-7". A
copy of the letter was not received by the investigator.

STANDARDS OF PROFESSIONAL CONDUCT AND ETHICS

The following statute and standard would appear applicable: Neb. Rev. Stat. Section 79-
866(2) (Reissue 2003) which, in part, states, “The board may, for just cause, revoke or
suspend any teacher’s or administrator’s certificate.  Violation of the standards
established pursuant to this section, commission of an immoral act, or conviction of a
felony under the laws of ‘this state shall constitute just cause for the revocation or
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suspension of a teacher’s or administrator’s certificate by the board”; and Title 92,
Nebraska Administrative Code, Chapter 27, Section 004.04E (same effective date) which
states, “the educator: Shall not commit any act of moral turpitude or any felony under the
laws of the United States or any state or territory, and shall not have a misdemeanor
conviction involving abuse, neglect, or sexual misconduct as defined in Sections 003.12
through 003.14 of 92 NAC 21”.

DETERMINATION OF LEGAL SUFFICIENCY

On or about June 11, 2009, the Respondent was charged with Theft by Deception over
$1,500, a Class Il Felony. The Respondent wrote a letter of apology to the library board
on January 5, 2009, offering to make amends, but never admitting to the thefts. The
Respondent wrote a letter of confession on February 11, 2009, stating she used the
“Valparaiso Library debit card to make personal purchases” and that it got out of hand.
The Respondent stated she purchased items worth $140 for the library including some
infrared heaters using her own money in an attempt to repay the library, but there is no
indication when this occurred, and when, and if the heaters and paper supplies were
needed or used by the library. In the response letter to the Department, the Respondent
expressed little remorse and inferred that it was just sloppy bookkeeping and she should
have kept better records. The investigation by law enforcement does not support this.
The Respondent stated the charges against her were dismissed and therefore she should
be considered innocent. The investigation revealed the charges were dismissed without
prejudice because of a plea agreement reached between the Respondent and the County
Attorney’s Office that included full restitution to the Valparaiso Library Board, Court
costs, and probationary terms. Therefore, there is legally sufficient evidence to indicate a
violation of the statute and standard with regard to this allegation.

RECOMMENDATION

The aforementioned statute and standard provide that an educator shall not commit
“immoral acts” or “acts of moral turpitude”. In Hruby vs. Kalina, 228 Neb. 713 (1988),
the Nebraska Supreme Court held that theft is a crime of moral turpitude. Although the
Respondent emphasizes that she has no conviction, her own statements admit that she
stole funds from the Valparaiso Library. There is legally sufficient evidence to indicate
that the Respondent committed immoral acts and acts of moral turpitude. The
Certification Investigator would recommend the Commissioner of Education file a
Petition with the Nebraska Professional Practices Commission.

EXHIBITS
E-1.  Copies of the Complaint and return receipt.
E-2. A copy of the Respondent’s response to the complaint.
E-3. A copy of the signed statement given to law enforcement.

E-4,  Copies of the District Court record.
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E-5.

CONFIDENTIAL

Copies of the letter of apology and letter of resignation to the Valparaiso Village
Board and the Valparaiso Library Board.

Copies of the Respondent’s letter of resignation and board minutes.

Copies of e-mails between the investigator and Attorney Petersen.

45"



[image: image35.jpg]BEFORE THE COMMISSIONER OF EDUCATION
STATE OF NEBRASKA
Nikole Sander Case No. 09036
301 Centennial Mall South
I.incoln, NE 68509-4987

Complainant,

vS. COMPLAINT
Mary Rittenburg
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Respondent.
In accordance with Title 92, Chapter 28, of the Nebraska Administrative Code, the
Complainant states as follows:

1. The Complainant is Nikole Sander. Her address is 301 Centennial Mall South,
Lincoln, NE 68509-4987;

2. The Respondent is Mary Rittenburg. Her address is 643 Spruce Street, NE 68065;

3. The Department received a letter from the Raymond Central Public Schools alleging
the Respondent, in her capacity as librarian of the Village of Valparaiso, committed theft
through the misuse of a debit card. A copy of the letter from the Raymond Central Public

Schools is attached; and

4. Witness(es): Paul Hull, Superintendent, Raymond Central Public Schools, 1800 W.
Agnew Road, Raymond, NE 68428; (402) 785-2615.

WHEREFORE, Complainant requests that the Commissioner of Education investigate

this Complaint and take such action as is warranted, including the filing of a petition.

J\\W Q\O SQ\M(M

1ko e Sander

Dated this 13™ day of July 2009.




[image: image36.jpg]Complaint
Case No. 09036

Page 2
VERIFICATION
State of Nebraska )
) ss
County of Lancaster )

1, Nikole Sander, being first duly sworn under oath, state that ] have read the contents of
the Complaint and that to the best of my knowledge, information, and belief such contents are
true and there is reasonable cause for filing said document.

QU it
Wikole Sander

Subscribed and sworn before me this _( %jv day of July 2009 by Nikole Sander.

(Seal)

GENERAL NOTARY - State of Nebraska Notary Public
BRIAN L. HALSTEAD

AR My Camm. Exp. Nov., 27, 2010
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Raymond Central Public Schoofs
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BOARD OF EDUCATION

Kay Maresh — President

Jennifer Lorenzen — Vice President
David Grimes — Secretary

Mark Christensen — Treasurer
Timothy White

Bradley Peterson

SUPERINTENDENT

Paul W. Hull

1800 W. Agnew Road
Raymond, Nebraska 68428
Telephone (402) 785-2615
Fax (402) 785-2097

Email: phull@reentral.org

April 9, 2009

Dr. Roger Breed

Commissioner of Education
Nebraska Department of Education
301 Centennial Mal] South
Lincoln, NE 68509-4987

RE:  Mary Rittenburg
Dear Dr. Breed:

Pursuant to Chapter 27, and the advice of our attorney, Rex R. Schulize, T am reporting a
possible violation of Chapter 27 by Mary Rittenburg. Mrs. Rittenburg is employed as a teacher
by our school district.

The possible violation concerns alleged actions by Mrs. Rittenburg relate to inappropriate
actions of Mrs Rittenburg involving theft from the Village of Valparaiso, Nebraska in her
capacity as librarian of that municipality, and mis-use of a debit card of the same organization.
Mrs. Rittenburg has admitted to me that she has committed such theft and mis-use of the debit
card. My investigation has established that the theft and mis-use of the debit card involved sums
in excess of $1,000.00. Due to the nature of Mrs, Rittenburg’s alleged conduct, T am requesting
that you expedite your normal processing of this report,

If you have any questions or need anything further, please feel free to contact me. Unless
['am informed otherwise by your office, we will consider our legal obligation to report this
incident to have been fulfilled.

S}'n rely,

Paul Hull, Superintendent
Raymond Ceniral Public Schools

cc. . Rex R. Schultze
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SUPERINTENDENT BOARD OF EDUCATION

Paul W, Hull Kay Maresh — President
1800 W. Agnew Road Jennifer Lorenzen — Vice President
Raymond, Nebraska 68428 : David Grimes — Secretary
Telephone (402) 785-2615 Mark Christensen — Treasurer
Fax (402) 785-2097 Timothy White
Email: phuli@reentral.org Bradley Peterson

April 8, 2009

It was brought to my attention the week of January 5, 2009 that the Valparaiso Librarian,
(Mary Rittenburg), an employee as teacher/guidance counselor of the Raymond Central
Public Schools was under suspicion of theft of public funds. This information was given
to me by one of the council members of the Valparaiso Village Board and a member of
the Library Board. A couple of weeks following, information was given to me by the
same council member that Mary Rittenburg was under investigation by the Saunders
County Sheriff’s Dept., for possible misuse of an issued Debit Card (property of the
Village of Valparaiso).

On or about February 20, 2009, I contacted the Saunders County Sheriff, Kevin
Stukenholtz, he confirmed that Mary Rittenburg had been under investigation for theft.
He also stated that she had been issued a citation to appear in court and had signed an
admission to the theft charge.

During the week of March 9, 2009, I contacted Scott Tingelhoff, Attorney for Saunders
County. He confirmed that Mary Rittenburg had been investigated and cited for theft
with a court date set for April 14, 2009 at 9:30 am at the Saunders County Courthouse,

On March 20, 2009, I spoke with Mary Rittenburg in my office. She admitted to the theft
of public funds as a result of using the Debit Card issued by the Village of Valparaiso for
personal use.

On April 2, 2009, I spoke with the Village Clerk of Valparaiso. He allowed me to view
the document Mary Rittenburg signed and submitted to the Valparaiso Library Board and
City Council admitting her behavior of theft and giving her resignation as librarian. It
was stated that Mary was under investigation for theft in the amount (range) of between
$7,000 and $17,000 from 2002 or 2003 to the present.

This is the information I've gathered to this point concerning the theft investigation of
/]\gg Rittenburg,

Paul W. Hull, Supt.
Raymond Central
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Multi-Court Case Calendar

Although every effort has been made to ensure that accuracy of this information,
there may be circumstances preventing the timely entry of information into the
system. If your search does not show any results, it does not necessarily mean that

you do not have a court date.

District Courts in the Following Counties are Not Included at This Time:

Adams, Arthur, Banner, Blaine, Buffalo, Dixon, Douglas, Garden,
Grant, Hall, Hitchcock, Keya Paha, Lancaster, Logan,
McPherson, Phelps, Rock, and Webster

Juvenile Case Calendars are not included in this application at this time

New Search

County Court
District Court
County:

Saunders :ji Saunders ;j

Search by Date gmm/dd/yyyy)

Search by Last Name

1 Rittenburg

Search For:

Name Date of Court Time Rm  Hearing
Birth Date # Type

Caption Case ID

State v. Mary L

Rittenburg CRO90000118

Rittenburg,Mary,L, 06/19/1964  04/14/2009 9:30AM 01  Theft
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Dear Jeff Schneider:

T am writing this in response to my case #09036 regarding a complaint against me by Paul Hull, Supt. of
Raymond Central Schools.

First of all, all charges against me have been dismissed as of July 6, 2009, by the District Court in
Saunders County. As far as I know, all persons in this country are innocent until proven guilty, and since
1 am not being found guilty, the assumption here is that I am innocent. Iunderstand the code of conduct
expected of those in the education profession. Iunderstand its purpose, and I also understand its
necessity. However, I have not done anything to jeopardize the well-being or education of any students.

I maintained my professionalism throughout this entire situation. When [ was asked by students about the
situation (and I was), I was honest, and attempted to make a teachable moment out of the conversation.

Prior to the finding by the court, in fact in April, I was called into Supt. Hull's office and told that I had 2
choices. This was the Thursday before Easter, so we would not have school again until the following
Tuesday. Mr. Hull told me that my two choices were to resign, or he would seek contract retraction (I
think that was the word he used) against me. This was after the charges against me were reported in the
local newspaper. He told me that I had no time to think about it, or to consult my attorney. The decision
had to be made then (at 3:10 in the afternoon) or there would be no option. I was not allowed to even call
my husband to ask for advice. The signature on the letter had to be immediate. Frankly, I felt that this
was a more unprofessional gesture than anything I had done. He assured me that he had been in contact
with the school attorney, but I was not allowed to consulf with mine. | am certain that both Mr, Hull and
the school attorney knew that I had no precedence to look back on in this situation, that I would be scared
and naive about what to do. In fact, I am certain that they counted on it. [ feel that Mr. Hull filed the
complaint to once again, “cover his butt” and to make sure I would not be able to get back on at the
school once the charges were dismissed. Several parents and district patrons contacted Mr. Hull to ask
him to give me my job back. He would not even consider it. I believe I now know why he did not want to
give me the opportunity to come back to the school.

I can tell you honestly that I have never had any sort of run in with the law in my entire life. 2 speeding
tickets, that is all. I am 45 years old, and have never experienced anything like this ever, So, I didn’t
know what to do, I'was afraid of never being able to teach again, so I signed the letter of resignation.
Afier the charges were dismissed, I wanted to get my job back, but since I had signed the letter
“willingly,” as Mr. Hull put it, I could not. Incidentally, a friend of Mr. Hull’s now has my job, even
though she was fired from her last one and doesn’t have a degree in counseling.

Mr. Kolin Haecker, school principal, was in the Supt. office when this transpired. Mr. Hull informed me
at the time of this meeting, that he had to do this to, “save his own butt down the road.” That is a dircct
quote, except he didn’t use the word “butt.”

He also told me, with Mr. Haecker in the office, that everything that had transpired in that office that day
would stay between those who were in the office. Then, I get the letter from you, and find that Mr. Hull
is doing everything in his power to make sure that I don’t work anywhere. He has attempted to keep me
from getting unemployment, from cashing in my teacher retirement account, and more. I don’t know
what he has against me, but he has been very ruthless in his attempt to make sure that I can’t earn a living.

I have lost much from all of this. Even though the charges were dismissed, I am not teaching (and was
not even allowed the opportunity to try to get my job back), I was no longer allowed to be my daughter’s
Girl Scout leader, and was even asked to not sing in my church praise team. Iam currently living without
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though the charges were dismissed, and repay the village library for any items purchased that I couldn’t
come up with a receipt for, [have apologized to the library board for the entire incident. I have done all
of that. Ihave paid in more ways than just monetary ones. My kids and family have suffered, and Thave
suffered. ButIdon’t blame anyone but myself. I should have kept better track of receipts and should
have been more careful with the bookkeeping. 1t is my fault, and I have paid my dues. All Iwant to do is
work. I will be happy with subbing, if I can just get this cleared up. All I want to do is be a working
member of society.

I worked at Raymond Central for 14 years, and there was never a complaint. In addition, I worked at
Schuyler Central for 6 years prior to that without any complaints. I have been in cducation for over 20
years, and have never even had anything written in my employee file as any sort of negative about me or
my performance as a teacher/counselor.

Valparaiso is a small community. Rumors about this situation have circled everywhere, Those who
really know me have stood behind me. The court documents show that charges were dismissed, and that I
paid in full for anything that was in question.

Since I was 12 years old, I have been working. Most of the time, I work 2 or 3 jobs at once. I'have been
in education for more than 20 years. I ask that you allow me to continue doing what I love, and not bring
disciplinary action against my teaching certificate. If disciplinary action is required, I ask that you
consider the time that has already passed as part of it. I have been out of the school since June 4, 2009.
So, as of October 4, I will have been being “punished” for 4 months.

My lawyer is Susan Kirchmann. She can be reached at (402) 475-0570 to answer any questions. I can be
reached at (402) 304-5689 to answer any questions as well.

Thank you for your time and consideration. It is my deepest hope that you will allow me to continue to
teach, even in just the area of subbing.

Sincerely,

Mary L. Rittenburg

H3
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From: Mary Rittenburg {miritten@gmail.com}
Sent: Saturday, September 26, 2009 2:25 PM
To: Schneider, Jeff

Subject: Re: case #09036

Attachments: letter to dept. of ed.doc

I sincerely apologize for not being available when you called this week. [ started a new job, and haven't been
able to get back in touch with you until after hours. I appreciate your calling to set up a time with you.

In light of my recent employment, I am not sure when I will be able to meet. Ihave kind of uncertain hours
right now. Istart at 8 a.m., and am not often off until 6 p.m. This could change in the near future, but I don't

know when yet.

1 still would like to meet, but in case that is not possible, [ have attached my letter to this email. I will sce what
this next week brings, and sec if | can get a time to meet with you.

Thank you again for continuing to contact me. [ appreciate all of your efforts.

Mary Rittenburg
On Thu, Sep 17, 2009 at 12:43 PM, Schaeider, Jeff <Jeff. Schneider@nebraska.gov> wrote:

I'm familiar with Val but since you would prefer my office we can meet here. [l call you in the next couple of weeks
and sct up a convenient time for you. Thanks.

efff Sebreiier
NDE Tnvestigaton
Office 402-471-0731

Fax 402-471-6631

My new e-mail address is: Jeff.Schneider@nebraska.goy

_—
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OFFICE 402-443-1008
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SUBJECT: o ]

FAX 4872-443.8199

Imake the following statements of my own free will, with no force or threatg used against me, and ng promises
have been made to induce me to make this statement.

NAME: _Maﬁmﬂd}_@gb LK, HOME PHONE: Cell 402 -804 - 5489
ADDRESS: =543 Cpnjce O

BUSINESS PHONE: 407 - 735 - 24, 8¢

____________________________ _ - BUSINESSNAME: Ragmond (Copde |
cry: VVelparaiso ~ BUSINESS ADDRESS: # 94 oy
STATE: NE____ v 4806 S
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CFFICER: _ _ . - LOCATION: e
SUBJECT:_ o i DATE OF OFFENSE: e

I make the following statements of my own free will, with no force or threats used against me, and no promises
have been made to induce me to make this statement,

Neme: HOME PHONE: e -
ADDRESS: R BUSINESSPHONE:
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OFFICERS: MORRIS

IN THE COUNTY COURT OF SAUNDERS COUNTY, NEBRASKA

CASE NO. CR- OA1- 113

THE STATE OF NEBRASKA, )
Plaintiff, ; COMPLAINT
vs. % I. Theft by Deception
MARY L. RITTENBURG, % -
Defendant. %

DATE OF BIRTH: 6 / 19 / 1964 e
DRIVER'S LIC. NO: G02130818 T
ADDRESS: 643 Spruce Street, Valparaiso, NE 68065

C.JO PETERSEN, Deputy County Attorney, being first duly sworn, makes complaint
in the name of the State of Nebraska, plaintiff, as follows:

I.

In Saunders County, Nebraska, on or between the 15t day of April, 2006 and the
10th day of March, 2009, MARY L. RITTENBURG, then and there being, did obtain the
property of another, to wit: Valparaiso Library by deception, to wit: intentionally
creating or reinforeing a false impression; preventing another from acquiring
information which would have affected his or her judgment of a transaction; failing to
correct a false impression which he or she previously created or reinforced, or which he
or she knew to be influencing another to whom he stood in a fiduciary or confidential
relationship with a value of over $1,500.

Sec. 28-513_ o

Class III Felony

- eese

16 . PAGENO..
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STATE OF NEBRASKA )
) ss.
COUNTY OF SAUNDERS )

C. Jo Petersen, being duly sworn according to law, says that the allegations stated in
her foregoing Complaint are true as she verily believes.

N

C. Jo Peteféen, #17973

Subscribed in my presence and sworn to before me this {9 _day of March, 2009.

TV Janiel m

Coungy Judge / Maéi'strate

TO APPEAR: April 14, 2009
9:30 A.M.

PAGE NO. A

D

5
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[image: image50.jpg]IN THE COUNTY COURT OF SAUNDERS COUNTY, NEBRASKA
ST V. MARY L RITTENBURG Printed on 4/14/2009 at 10:10

DOB: 6/19/1964 Room (6C01
Case ID: CR 08 118 Page 1
Citation: A 1852490 pate of Hearing 4/14/2009

CEARGES(AMENDMENTS/PLEAS/FINDINGS/FINES/PRESBNTENCE/JAIL/DISMISSALS)

CHARGE STATUTE DESCRIPTION CLASS TYPE

01 28-512 Theft-deception over $1,500 3 FEL

APPEARANCES AND ADVISEMENT

Judge Marvin Miller
Defendant MARY L RITTENBURG
Prosecutor Andrew Lange

Defendant advised of the nature of the above charges, all possible penalties, effect
of conviction on non-citizens, and each of the following rights: Privilege Against
self-incrimination; Right to Confront Accusers; Right to Preliminary Hearing; Right
to Counsel; Right to Appeal Conviction.

pefendant to file poverty affidavit.

BOND INFORMATION
Bond set at $1,000.00 PR.

ADDITIONAL ENTRTIES OF RECORD
Defendant was advised of the right to have the complaint read. The
complaint was read or the reading was effectively waived by the
defendant. The defendant acknowledged understanding the nature of the
charges and the possible penalties, including the enhancement of
future convictions, if applicable.

FUTURE COURT APPEARANCES
case continued to _4/27/2009 at _1:30 PM

in County Courtroom 01 for Prelim Hearing
Hon. WV % 4/14/2009
Marvin Miller Date Bailiff

Tape Nos. CD

I

FILED BY

Clerk of the Saunders County Court
. 04/14/2009

PARE NO, 3




[image: image51.jpg]IN THE COUNTY COURT OF SAUNDERS COUNTY, NEBRASKA
ST V. MARY L RITTENBURG Printed on 4/14/2009 at 10:10

pPOB: 6/19/1964 Room 06CO1
Case ID: CR 09 118 Page 1

MARY L RITTENBURG is ordered to appear in

Saunders County Court Courtroom

at 01:30 PM on April 27, 2009 for:
Prelim Hearing

Failing to appear in the court as directed may result in a warrant
being issued for your arrest and an additional charge of Failure to
Appear, which is punishable as follows:

Not more than 5 years imprisonment and/or a $10,000.00 fine if the
original offense is a Felony.

Not more than 6 months imprisonment and/or a $1,000.00 fine if the
original offense is a Misdemeanor or a City Ordinance violation
calling for more than a 90-day jail sentence.

Not more than 3 months imprisonment and/or a $500.00 fine if
charged because of failure to appear or otherwise comply with the

command of a citation.

In other cases you may be subject to a fine and/or imprisonment
for Contempt of Court.

Date: April 14, 2009 BY THE COURT d’u““’ l/ %

Defendant signature %@%

s (NI

PAGE NO. _i_. .
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[image: image52.jpg]IN THE COUNTY COURT OF SAUNDERS COUNTY, NEBRASKA

THE STATE OF NEBRASKA, ) oty
Plaintiff ) Case No. 6q-1%
)
) ORDER
)
V\Qm E%\M\\@um, )
Defendant! )

On the basis of the financial affidavit submitted by the defendant, the application
for order appointing counsel is:

\/ Denied.

Approved and is appointed to
represent said defendant in all proceedings relating to the above
matter unless otherwise relieved by the Court.

Approved as set forth above, the Court finds that defendant is

able to pay a portion of'the cost of attorney’s fees. Defendant shall
pay to Saunders County as reitmbursement for
attorney’s fees. Such payments shall be paid to the Saunders
County Court. Such payment is due no later than

!,
!

BY THE COURT:

County Judge
Fifth Judicial District
pe: County Attorney
VDefendant
Appointed Attorney

AN

63
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STATE OF NEBRASKA CASE NUMBER

FORM NO. 13:16/83 rev.

,~"9.901 R.R.S. 1943 ) (/R@C( l f?

Appearance Bond

IN THE COUNTY COURT OF SM dexes COUNTY, NEBRASKA
| B 3744
Sh% OAC f\géﬁﬁf\éfkﬂ Blaintiit
Mg L Ditebuea, Appearance-Bond
) 4 Defendant . ' . i

\ : ba
{ acknowledge that I've been charged with the offense of \rc\t(’t = CJ!Z.CP,I(.T{’\D'\X N ‘)ﬁ’ ( 5@ -

ang in conslderation, of my release from custody agree to appear In the County Court of sald Ceunty on

, at _J_.%_D’EZ M. and thereafter as directed by the Court, to answer the charges
agalnst me. In the event that the offerise charged Is a felony, and | am bound over to the District Court upon
preliminary hearing, | further agree to appear in the District Court of said County forthwith or as so ordered,
which court shall then have jurisdiction. | further agree to appear In the District Court thereafter as directed by
the Court. Further conditions of this bond are:

| understand that failure to appear as required by the Court may cause a warrant for my arrest to be Issued, and
that further penaitiés may be Imposed. upon me, including forfeiture of thls bond or bail, for willful fallure to

7. appear or for violation of any condition of this agreement upon which | am refeased. To guarantee my appear-

ance, | do hereby acknowledge myself to be indebted to the State of Nebraskainthesumof$_ . which

sum Is hereby secured as follows: ’

POPERSONAL RECOGNIZANCE In the sum of s 1po0%

1 CASH: In lieu of surety or sureties, the defendant deposlts cash bond to secure his appearance and condi-
tions made thereininthesumof $______ .

0 10% BOND: Bond setintheamountof$_____ . 10% of saldamountor$_____ (notless
than $25) deposited herewith in cash. 80% of which shall be returned to the defendant upon appearance as
required above and 10% of which shall be retained by the Clerk for bond costs.

1 CORPORATE SURETY: Inthesumof$__________. Attached hereto.
1 SURETY: The undersigned (surety) (suretles) do hereby acknowledge themselves to be bound as (surety)
(sureties) of the defendant on the above appearance bond inthesumof$_____ withall condlitions

thereto.

DATE: 4 4. (;zooq DEFENDANT'S SIGNATUREﬁMM:

omrssress i Spruce Sk bl nm e apt-spdT

DATE: L\\M \ 04 SURETY:

DATE: 4., [4. :Looq _wmess /b(’ Dt = M

e [N

K@G. LWA “I (JUSTIFICATION OF SURETIES ON REVERS

PAGE NO.

4) "7/



[image: image54.jpg]Justification of Sureties
(Sec, 25-2223 R.R.S., 1943)

IN THE COUNTY COURT OF COUNTY, NEBRASKA

Plaintiff
vs.

Detendant

and surety, or suretles on this appeal
recognizance after being first duly sworn, deposes and says that { am a resident of the State of
Nebraska and have real estate.property sltuated in this county and state, TO WIT: ({L.egal Descrip-
tion)

commonly known as (address)
worth at least doubie the amount of this bond, beyond the amount of all liens and encumbrances
thereon In addition to any exemptions allowed by law.

DATE: SURETY:

DATE: - SURETY:

Subscribed In my presence and sworn to before me this date.

DATE: BY. THE COURT: (SEAY)

ASSIGNMENT

| hereby assign the proceeds of this bondto:

DATE: 8Y:

ADDRESS:

b5
/ -



[image: image55.jpg]IN THE COUNTY COURT OF SAUNDERS COUNTY, NEBRASKA

STATE OF NEBRASKA, ) CASENO. CR09-118
Plaintiff, %
vS. )  MOTION TO CONTINUE
MARY L. RITTENBURG, %
Defendant. g

Comes now Deborah R. Gilg, Deputy Saunders County Attorney, and moves the
Court to enter an Order continuing the Preliminary Hearing set for April 27, 2009,
against the above named Defendant, for the reason that the arresting officer will be
unavailable on said date.

DATED: April 20, 2009

Deborah R. Gilg @395

HERRIIERY

OAGE MO __. w

(z)é’




[image: image56.jpg]CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE
I hereby certify that a true and correct copy of the foregoing Motion and Order to
Contintue was mailed by United States mail, postage prepaid, on this AO""day of April,
2009, to the following:

Mary Rittenburg
643 Spruce Street
Valparaiso, NE 68065

Deborah R. G{g#15395
Deputy Saunders County Attorney

PAGE MO, _f{._




[image: image57.jpg]IN THE COUNTY COURT OF SAUNDERS COUNTY, NEBRASKA
STATE OF NEBRASKA, CASE NO. CR09-118

Plaintiff,
vs.

)
)
)
)
MARY L. RITTENBURG, )
)
)

Defendant.

IT IS SO ORDERED that the Preliminary hearing in the above captioned case is

continued to Y )4% /’“[A ___, 2009, at 1136 o'clock Lom.

/g @M ot Q:///an,u{.

O Magx@)te
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IN THE COUNTY COURT OF SAUNDERS‘ COUNTY, NEBRASKA
STATE OF NEBRASKA, CASE NO. CR09-118
Plaintiff,
Vs, MOTION TC CONTINUE

MARY L. RITTENBURG,

)

)

)

)

)

»]

)
Defendant. )

Comes now Deborah R. Gilg, Deputy Saunders County Attorney, and ‘moves the

- Court to enter an Order continuing the Preliminary Hearing set for April 27, 2009,

against the above named Defendant, for the reason that the arresting officer will be

unavailable on said date.

U.S. Postal Servicem
CERTIFIED MAIL:« RECEIPT

(Domestic Mail Only; No Insurance Coverage Provided)

DATED: April 20, 2009

Deborah R. Gilg @395

Postage
Ceditied Feo

Return Raceipt Foe
{Endorsement Required)

Restrictod Delivery Foe
{Endorsemant Required)

Total Fostage & Fees

(RN
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IN THE COUNTY COURT OF SAUNDERS COUNTY, NEBRASKA

STATE OF NEBRASKA, ) CASE NO. CR 09-118
Plaintiff, g
vs. ; MOTION TO CONTINUE
MARY RITTENBURG, ;
Defendant. ;

COMES NOW Mary Rittenburg, Defendant herein, by and through her attorney, Susan L.
Kirchmann, and hereby moves this court for an order continuing the preliminary hearing
scheduled for Thursday, May 14, 2007 at 1:30 p.m. for the reasons in the attached and
incorporated affidavit.

WHEREFORE, Defendant respectfully prays that this court continue the preliminary
hearing to Thursday, June 11, 2009 at 1:30 p.m. or such other time as is convenient to the court

and the parties.

Dated this 13" day of May, 2009.

MARY RITTENBURG, Defendant

san L. Kirchmann, #22434
33 8. 13™ St., Ste. 1706
Lincoln, NE 68508
402-475-0570

402-475-0574 Fax

Attorney for Defendant

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE
The undersigned hereby certifies that a true and correct copy of the foregoing was duly
served via facsimile this 13" day of May, 2009, upon the Sau
Chestnut, Ste, 1, Wahoo, Nebraska, 68066, 402-443-4527,

11—

70
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CWED>MAY 13 2008 16!

IN THE COUNTY COURT OF SAUNDERS COUNTY, NEBRASKA

STATE OF NEBRASKA, ) CASE NO. CR 09-118
)
Plaintiff, )
) AFFIDAVIT IN SUPPORT OF
vs. ) MOTION TO CONTINUE
)
MARY RITTENBURG, )
)
Defendant, )
STATE OF NEBRASKA )
)ss.
COUNTY OF LANCASTER )

SUSAN L. KIRCHMANN, being first duly sworn upon oath, states and-avers as follows:

@

I
i
I I am counsel for Mary Rittenburg, defendant in this matter. | |

2 1 was retained as counsel for Ms. Rittenburg on May 12, 2009. |
i

3. I'have not had sufficient time to prepare for the preliminary hearing which is véurrétﬁly_ .

scheduled for Thursday, May 14, 2007 at 1:30 p.m.

4. Thave spoken to the Saunders County Attorney’s Office, who has informed me that they
have no objection to a continuing this matter.

5. Tam unable to provide adequate representation to Ms. Rittenburg if this matter is not

continued,

FURTHER AFFIANT SAYETH NOT.

san L. Kirchmann
Subscribed and swom to before me this 13" day of May, 2009.

TERAL NOTARY STl of Nebraska M = \H‘O('%"m\)"‘

“ .
- KRISTY L. THOBER-ROHR Notary Ppplic
-% mcmmmw.mz @;]

3
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FROM Law Offlcos 14024783301 (HED>MAY 13 2009 16!

IN THE COUNTY COURT OF SAUNDERS COUNTY, NEBRASKA

STATE OF NEBRASKA, ) CASE NO. CR 09-118
)
i Plaintiff, )
] ) )
: vs. ) ORDER CONTINUING
) PRELIMINARY HEARING
MARY RITTENBURG, )
)
Defendant. )

THIS MATTER came before the court on the |4 ‘\Z~ day of May, 2009, upon the
Defendant’s motion to continue. Being fully advised in the premises, the court finds the motion
should be and hereby is sustained.

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that the preliminary hearing scheduled for Thursday, May
14, 2007 at 1:30 p.m. shall be continued to Thursday, June 11, 2009 at 1:30 p.m., at which

time all partics and their counsel shall appear.

Dated this /4 4}, day of May, 2009.

BY THE COURT:

FIED Y CLERR OF
QUNTY COURT _

Prepared & Submitted By:
Susan L. Kirchmann, #22434
233 S. 13" 8t,, Ste. 1706
Lincoln, NE 68508
402-475-0570
402-475-0574 Fax

Attorney for Defendant
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[image: image62.jpg]IN THE COUNTY COURT OF SAUNDERS COUNTY, NEBRASKA

TH:E STATE OF NEBRASKA, )
Plaintif, )  CaseNo. C-ROA-1IR
vs. )
) WAIVER OF PRELIMINARY
) HEARING
mew\, A ﬂ,t&uwu )
ndant. )
1,_Mare L. Riten éﬂ;u/‘q , defendant herein do hereby waive

preliminary hearing in the above captioned case.

T acknowledge and affirm this action is made freely and voluntarily and not as a
result of any promises or coercion. Further, I affirm I understand fully the consequences
of waiving preliminary hearing and acknowledge this case will be bound over to the
District Court of this County for trial on the merits.

/—1

efgndant

\\ g il

Attorney or witness

COUNTY GE

e




[image: image63.jpg]IN THE COUNTY COURT OF SAUNDERS COUNTY, NEBRASKA

8T V. MARY L RITTENBURG Printed on 6/11/2009 at 1:35
DOB: 6/19/1964 Room 06C01
Cage ID: CR 09 118 Page 1
Citation: A 1852490 Date of Hearing 6/11/2009

CHARGES (AMENDMENTS/PLEAS /FINDINGS/FINES/PRESENTENCE/JATL/DISMISSALS)
CHARGE STATUTE DESCRIPTION CLASS  TYPE

01 28-512 Theft-deception over $1,500 3 FEL
Waived-Bound Over

APPEARANCES AND ADVISEMENT

Judge Marvin Miller
Defendant MARY L RITTENBURG
Defense Counsel Kirchmann, Susan, L,
Prosecutor Andrew Lange

Defendant previously advised of the nature of the above charges, all possible
penalties and rights.

ARRAIGNMENT
Defendant advised of and waived rights.
Defendant knowingly, understandingly, intelligently and voluntarily waived the right
of preliminary hearing.
Defendant knowingly, intelligently and voluntarily waived the right to a preliminary
hearing on the count(s) shown above. The defendant is bound over to the District court
on such count(sg).

BOND INFORMATION
Bond 3749 for $1,000.00 PR filed on 4/15/200%9
Balance Held

BOND ORDERED: Continued
FUTURE COURT APPEARANCES

Cage continued to _7/06/2009 at _9:00 AM
in Dbistriet Courtroom 01 for Arraignment

Hon. W?&/Z{M\, ,/ % 6/11/2009

Marvin Miller Date Bailiff

Tape Nos. CD

AR

FILED BY

Clerk of the Saunders County Court
06/11/2009

PAGEND, B




[image: image64.jpg]IN THE COUNTY COQURT VOF SAUNDERS COUNTY, NEBRASKA

8T V. MARY L RITTENBURG Printed on 6/11/2009 at 1:35
DOB: 6/19/1964 Room 06C01
Case ID: CR 09 118 Page 1

MARY L RITTENBURG is ordered to appear in

Saunders Co Dist Ctrm 1

at 09:00 AM on July 6, 2009 for:
Arraignment

railing to appear in the court as directed may result in a warrant
being issued for your arrest and an additional charge of Failure to
Appear, which is punishable as follows:

Not more than 5 years imprisonment and/or a $10,000.00 fine if the
original offense is a Felony.

Not more than 6 months imprisonment and/or a $1,000.00 fine if the
original offense is a Misdemeanor or a City Ordinance violation
calling for more than a 90-day jail sentence.

Not more than 3 months imprisonment and/or a $500.00 fine if
charged because of failure to appear or otherwise comply with the

command of a citation.

In other cases you may be subject to a fine and/or imprisonment
for Contempt of Court.

pate: June 11, 2009 BY THE COURT WV 77?‘%"/

Defendant sxgnature%//[%j\z/l

et |||

PAGE MO _LQ__,;




[image: image65.jpg]IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF SAUNDERS COUNTY, NEBRASKA

THE STATE OF NEBRASKA, ) CASE NO. CR-09-59
Plaintiff, % INFORMATION
~ ©
VS, ; 1. Theft by Deception f? ;:
MARY L. RITTENBURG, § e
Defendant. g

€8 Hd 62

iy
i)

BRIt

DATE OF BIRTH: 6 / 19 / 1964
DRIVER'S LIC. NO: G02130818
ADDRESS: 643 Spruce Street, Valparaiso, NE 68065
C. JO PETERSEN, Deputy County Attorney, informs the District Court as follows:
I
In Saunders County, Nebraska, on or between the 15t day of April, 2006 and the
10t day of March, 2009, MARY L. RITTENBURG, then and there being, did obtain the
property of another, to wit: Valparaiso Library by deception, to wit: intentionally
creating or reinforcing a false impression; preventing another from acquiring
information which would have affected his or her judgment of a transaction; failing to
correct a false impression which he or she previously created or reinforced, or which he
or she knew to be influencing another to whom he stood in a fiduciary or confidential

relationship with a value of over $1,500.

Sec. 28-511

Class 11 Felony

C%/ﬁ::—v

[T

I

000023732006

i

T



[image: image66.jpg]STATE OF NEBRASKA )
) ss.
COUNTY OF SAUNDERS )

C. Jo Petersen, being duly sworn according to law, says that the allegations stated in

her foregoing Information are true as she verily beheves &:"w

C. Jo P(ezsen #17973

Jund

Subscribed in my presence and sworn to before me this A day of duty, 2009.

Wit ey, mefw

Clerk ofjthe District Colut'

WITNESSES FOR THE STATE OF NEBRASKA:
J. Morris

F. Marsh

J. Rezac

S. Blackman

77



[image: image67.jpg]IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF SAUNDERS COUNTY, NEBRASKA
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[image: image68.jpg]IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF SAUNDERS COUNTY, NEBRASKA

THE STATE OF NEBRASKA, CASE NO. CR09-59

Plaintiff,
MOTION TO DISMISS
vs.

MARY I.. RITTENBURG,

Defendant.
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Comes now Deborah R. Gilg, Deputy Saunders County Attorney, and moves the

Court for dismissal of the above captioned case without prejudice at Defendant’s costs.
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STATE OF NEBRASKA, CASE NO. CR09-59
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IT IS SO ORDERED that the above captioned case is dismissed at Defendant’s costs.
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January 5, 2009

First and foremost T want o apologize to all of you. T have no excuses, nothing
that T can say that will make anything better. I only ask your forgiveness. For
whatever any of you may be feeling about me at this time, it can't be anything
worse than I am feeling about myself. I had intended to write a lengthy letter of
explanation, but it would all sound ridiculous anyway.

I will say that I have enjoyed working af the library for the past 10 years. T have
enjoyed working with the boards and doing some great things with the library. I
think, in spite of everything, that I have done some good things here, I have put a
great deal of Yime and effort in To updating the library.

If you let me know ASAP what it is you want me to pay back, I will begin
immediately. T get paid on the 20" of each month, so will make my payments to
Floyd by the 23" of each month, I would like to get this taken care of as soon as
possible, It is my hope to have it all done within 12-18 months. T hope that is
agreeable with you.

o

ary Rittenburg
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January 5, 2009

Please accept this letter as my resignation as library director of the Valparaigo
Public Library. I have enjoyed working at and with the library for the past 10
years, and will continue to support its endeavors.

Thank ypti,

Mary\L. Rittenburg
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SUPERINTENDENT . BOARD OF EDUCATION

Paul W. Hull ’ Kay Maresh — Frisident
1800 W. Agnew Road Jennifer Lovenzen — Vice President
Raymond, Nebrasks 68428 : David Grimes - Secrelary
Telephone (402) 7852613 ¢ Mark Christensen — Treasurer
Fax (402) 785-2097 . Timothy White
Email: phull@rcentral.org Bradley Peterson

April 9, 2009

Mr. Paul Hull, Superintendent
and the Board of Education
Raymond Central Public Schools
Raymond, Nebraska 68428

RE:  Resignafion
Dear Mr. Hull and Members of the Board:

I hereby voluntarily, uncondjtionally and irrevocably resign from my employment with
the Raymond Central Public Schools effective at the end of the 2008-2009 school year.

m

N{ary Z)}ﬁlenb&)g
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RAYMOND CENTRAL PUBLIC SCHOOLS - BOARD OF EDUCATION
MONDAY, APRIL 20, 2009

RAYMOND CENTRAL JUNIOR-SENIOR HIGH SCHOOL ~ MUSTANG ROOM
SCHOOL DISTRICT 55-0161

(These minutes are unofficial until approved at the next regular meeting of the Board of
Education.)

Present: Kay Maresh, David Grimes, Jennifer Lorenzen, Mark Christensen, Tim White,
Brad Peterson, and Student Board Member, Shelby Carter. Also attending were Paul W,
Hall, Superintendent, Kolin Haecker, Secondary Principal, Dan Ingwersen, Ceresco
Elementary Principal, and Shelly Dostal, Valparaiso Elementary Principal.

President Maresh called the meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. in the Mustang Room
at the Junior-Senior High School and the Pledge of Allegiance was said.

Opening Meeting Laws
President Maresh reminded the audience of the Open Mecting Laws posted on the
cast wall of the Mustang Room.

Consent Agenda Motion

Motion by Christensen, second by Maresh to approve the regular meeting minutes
of March 16, 2009, minutes of Board Retreat April 4, 2009, April financial
statement/report, and April monthly bills as presented. RCV 6-0. Motion carried.

Correspondence
A thank-you note was read from John Komenda.

Public Forum — There were no speakers.

Discussion Items:
Administrative Reports

Principal Ingwersen reported the deadline for turning CRA’s is May 8" and that
Mr. Rose will be tabulating the data. The Game Day was a success again at Ceresco with
nearly 70 children in attendance. The last Game Day is planned for May 5. The Earth
Day Clean-Up in Ceresco is tentatively set for Thursday, April 23, 2009. The Nature
Club will be having one more meeting and plans are being made for the year end event,
The regularly scheduled SAP meeting was moved to accommodate the SIP meeting.
Ceresco Elementary students recorded 22,991 minutes of reading during March. He
thanked Judy Crockett for her work on this project. The final round of DIBELS has been
recorded and some improvements were made. Principal Ingwersen thanked the teachers
for their efforts.

Principal Dostal reported that students in grades 3-6 will be administered the
Stanford Achievement Tests and the Otis-Lennon School Ability Test during April 20-24.
The NeSA-R (Nebraska State Accountability-Reading) Pilot Test will be given to
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[image: image74.jpg]students in grades 3-8 and 11 between April 13"-May [*. The students will take the test
on-line in two sessions on consecutive days for about 60 minutes each day. Results from
the test will not be reported this year; the NeSA-R will be fully implemented throughout
the state in spring 2010 and results reported next year. Mr. Jim Marsh, Ms. Georgia
Johnson, and Mr. Steve Rose are facilitating the technology components for this on-line
test. Teachers will finish CRA (Criterion Referenced Tests) for the STARS reporting
system by the first part of May in the areas of language arts, math, science, and social
studies.

K-6 teachers used the Core Reading Evaluation Consumer’s Guide to evaluate
two core reading programs, Scott Foresman (Reading Street) and McMillan-McGraw Hill
(Treasures) this past month. The teaching staff will meet on April 16 to try to reach
consensus. We would like to get materials ordered so that In-service Training for
teachers can take place at the end of May.

Principal Dostal presented the reading books for the Board to review and a
discussion was held on the proposed McMillan-McGraw Hill (Treasures) series
textbooks. The consensus of the Board was that the K-6 Reading series (Treasures) be
accepted. The total cost of the K-6 textbooks will be presented for the Board’s approval
at the May meeting.

Teachers have spent time comparing the current and new State Reading
Standards. On April 14" teachers will begin revising Language Arts Curriculum based
on the new state standards. We will be using the process of “curriculum on the wall” to
guide the discussion and revision. Follow-up sessions will be held on April 23 and in
May. The revised language arts curricutum will be submitted for Board approval during
the summer.

The spring dance on April 3 was a huge success. Thank you to all volunteers for
helping to make the event so special! Students continue to attend a variety of BEYOND
classes. Knitting and Spanish classes are the major draws right now.

Visitation Day for 19 prospective kindergarteners will be Friday, April 24", The
Valparaiso Attendance Site has a projected enrollment for fall of 2009 at 183 students
with nine and a half classrooms anticipated. Current enroliment is 192 students with 10
classrooms.

Congratulations to the band and chorus students and teachers Jennie Danner and
Becky Jamison for a successful contest at the Malcolm Music Contest on March 20. The
Elementary Music Program for grades 4-6 is scheduled for May 11 at 7:00 P.M. Track
and Field Days are scheduled for the afternoons of April 29% and 30" at the Hi gh School
Track. Please come and join us if you are able. The 6 grade students will be visiting 7"
grade for a day on either April 28% or 29", End of year field trip plans are underway.
The PTO is providing funds to help make field trips possible. The 6™ grade will be
taking an overnight trip to the Henry Doorly Zoo on May 14™-15" Staff members will
be participating in the TeamMates Walk at Work on April 17" as a fundraiser for the
Saunders County TeamMates program.

Principal Haecker reported that we have just over one month before graduation at
Raymond Central. This is always a busy time of year for students and staff. As track
gets going for both high school and junior high, our organizations are finishing up the
year with their state conferences and competitions. Our students have been doing a great
job in their activities. We have forty students who have qualified for Globals in DI, six



[image: image75.jpg]students who have qualified for nationals in FBLA, and four students who have qualified
for nationals for Skills USA.

On March 30", the Community Blood Bank was here at Raymond Central for the
second time this year. The students and staff took the time to donate. For their efforts we
earned the school $600 for the Scholarship Program here at Raymond Central. Thanks to
all who donated.

We have added a new student to Raymond Central. We would like to welcome
Shelby Rust from Texas, who is a freshman.

A big congratulations to the Raymond Central Speech team placing 2nd at the
State Speech Meet in March. They did an outstanding job and need to be proud of their
accomplishment.

Mrs. Dostal and I are coordinating with our ESU #2 to discuss the new Language
Arts standards and what changes we are going to need to make to our curriculum. We
used April 14" workday to look at our curriculum as a staff. We will need other days to
complete all that needs to be done. The next day will be April 23" a Thursday work
time, from 4:00-8:00 P.M.

The Achievement tests will be given on April 15™ in the afternoon and on April
16" in the morning for grades 7"-11™. On April 21% and 22™ we will be piloting the
State Reading test for grades 71-8" and 11", Each day will take up to one hour to
complete the test.

The “Mustang Pride” winners are selected by our teaching staff based on attitude,
academics, activities, and attendance. The winners for the month of March are: 7th -
Zach Setije, 8" — Nicholas Christensen, 9" _ Nathan Brenner, 10" — Amanda
Brandenburgh, 11% - Chelsea Rolofson, and 12" — Jordan Kadlecek & Jerilyn Sykes

The March “Mustang Spirit” award winners: Sydney Heithoff, Joe Peterson,
Hallie Clark, Josh Kothe, Sam Isaacson, Amanda Wright, Makayla Fine, Amanda
Martinez, and Austin Dickes.

Superintendent’s Report

Superintendent Hull reported on the NASBO meeting he attended in Kearney on
April 15-16, 2009, He reported that he has not heard any additional information on the
status of stimulus funds at this time. The Administrative team has met with the staff
developers from ESU #2 to plan for professional development topics for the 2009-10
school year. Superintendent Hull reported that he has a number of inquires about the
Junior High English position and Activities Director/Alternative Education positions.
Superintendent Hull and Mr. Haecker will be reviewing applications and setting up
interviews for next week.

Superintendent Hull reported that we have two buses with maintenance concerns.
A decision will need to be made as to repair or sell the buses. Bus bids will be presented
later in the meeting.

Student Board Member Report

Shelby Carter, Student Board Member, reported that Cason Christensen has
signed to play football for Doane College. A track meet will be held Tuesday, April 21
at Centennial and baseball has had several games. FBLA had their state contests during
the first week of April. Jodan Kadlecek, Kristin Hoadley, Melissa Davis, Amanda
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summer. The FFA Chapter had their state contests during the first weel of April. Reed
Strizek and Nikki Heyen received their state degrees and Hannah Brey, Caitlain Ohoutka,
and James Burklund received medals for speaking. SkillsUSA had their state contest the
end of March and had several students receive first places and qualify for nationals.
Those students were Darrin Pecka, Everett Isaacson, Jared Brenner, and Brian Cadek and
other member winners of 2™ and 3" places. The Powerdrive team has received two first
places, one second place, and one fourth place at their electric car competitions.

The Spanish Club is planning to have an end of school year activity. Band and
Choir are having their district contests this week at Fairbury. The DI Team went to state
on April 4™ and six teams are going to Globals in Tennessee in May. Congratulations to
the art club members for their numerous art recognitions. The Art Club went on an
outing to “Paint yourself Silly” on March 24", The spring play was held this past
weekend.

Board Member Reports
There were no Board member reports.

Activities Participation List
The activities participation list will be presented at the May meeting.

Commencement Arrangements for Saturday, May 16, 2009

All Board members will be presenting diplomas at graduation on Saturday, May
16,2009, at 2:00 P.M. The Board members will report to the Mustang Room at 1:45
P.M. The list of scholarships received by the seniors will not be read at graduation but
will be listed in the graduation program.

2009-10 Budget Planning

Superintendent Hull presented the Board with a list of the staff’s equipment
requests. The Board asked the administrators to review the list and present their
sclections to the Board for their approval at a later meeting.

Update on Proposed Well Site

Superintendent Hull and Phil Carlson reported that three additional wells have
been located on the school property. NRD will have some papets to be signed and then
samples will need to be taken for the Health Department before an engineer can be hired
to connect the wells.

Roofing Project Bid

Chris Wall, Site Manager from the Garland Company, presented bids to
Superintendent Hull to open for the Junior-Senior High roof repair project on Friday,
April 17,2009. The Board will be asked to approve the recommended bid later in the
meeting
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Superintendent Hull and Phil Carlson reported on the summer project bids for the
restroom/locker room renovation project. Contractors have been at the school to take
measurements and looked at the site to be remodeled. The bids will be presented later
during the meeting as an action item.

Bus Bids

Superintendent Hull reported that Phil Carlson has one bid from Cornhusker
International and another one from Thomas Freightliner. We currently have two buses
with maintenance issues. A decision will need to be made whether to repair or sell the

buses. The Transportation Committee will meet on Monday, April 27, 2009, at 4:00 P.M.

in the Superintendent’s Office to consider options and make a recommendation to the
Board of Education at the May meeting.

Calendar Proposal for 2009-10 School Year
Superintendent Hull presented the 2009-10 school calendar. The Board approved
the presented 2009-10 calendar.

Set Date for Policy Committee Meeting

The Policy Committee set the date of Wednesday, April 29" for the next policy
meeting at 7:00 P.M. in the Superintendent’s Office to review Section 7000 — New
Construction, 8000 — Board Policies, and 9000 By-Laws.

2009-10 Insurance Bidding

A discussion was held on whether to bid our 2009-10 Property and Casualty
Insurance Coverage with INSPRO. The Board consensus was not to bid the 2009-10
insurance coverage period of September [, 2009, to September 1, 2010.

NASB 2009 NE School Law Seminar

The Board received information on the NASB 2009 NE School Law Seminar on
June 12, 2009, in Kearney. The Board was asked to notify the Superintendent’s Office if
they plan to attend.

Action Items:
2™ Reading of Revised Board Policy — Section 4000 ~ Personnel and Section 5000 —
Students

Motion by Maresh, second by Grimes to approve the and reading of revised Board

Policy Section 4000 — Personnel and Section 5000 — Students. RCV 6-0. Motion carried.

1* Reading of Revised Board Policy — Section 6000 — Instruction
Motion by Christensen, second by Lorenzen to approve the 1* reading of revised
Board Policy Section 6000 ~ Instruction. RCV 6-0. Motion carried.

%9
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There were seven bids presented for the roofing project.

Motion by Christensen, second by Peterson to approve the roofing bid from
McKinnis Roofing and Sheet Metal, Inc. of Blair, Nebraska to repair roof areas 11 and 15
at the Junior-Senior High School at a cost of $130,449.00. RCV 6-0. Motion carried.

Approval of Bids for Summer Projects at Junior-Senior School
Restroom/Locker Renovations

Tile bids for the project were received from Ernie’s in Ceresco, Carpet Land, and
Brian Brandenburg.

Motion by Maresh, second by Grimes to approve the bid for the tile from Carpet
Land for Senior High restrooms and locker room renovations at a cost of $39,920.94.
RCV 6-0. Motion carried.

Bids for the project were received from Pat Donahue Plumbing and Norman
Plumbing for the Senior High.

Motion by Christensen, second by Maresh to approve the bid from Norman
Plumbing for the Senior High restrooms and locker room renovations at a cost of
$21,185.00. RCV 6-0. Motion cartied.

Replacement of Ceiling Tiles and Grids

The approval of the bids for the replacement of ceiling tiles and grids for the
Junior-Senior hallways, 2 FCS classrooms and Art Room was tabled to the May Board of
Education meeting to continue seeking additional bids for this project.

Painting of the Hallways

The approval of the bids for painting the hallways at the Junior-Senior High
School was tabled to the May Board of Education meeting to continue seeking additional
bids for this project.

Approval of Bus Bids

The approval of the bus bids was tabled to the May meeting so the Transportation
Committee could review and gather additional information. They will make a
recommendation at the May meeting.

Approval of Out-of-State Travel for RCPS Students

Motion by Maresh, second by Lorenzen to approve the out-of-state travel for
RCPS students as listed: Destination Imagination Finals in Knoxville, Tennessee — May
18 to May 24, 2009; FBLA Nationals in Anaheim, California ~ June 23 to 29, 2009; FFA
Nationals in Indianapolis, Indiana — October 20 to 24, 2009; and Powerdrive Electric Car
Finals in Pacific Junction, lowa — May 2, 2009. RCV 6-0. Motion carried.

Approval of Staff Resignations

Motion by Grimes, second by Lorenzen to approve the resignation letter from
Danae Peterson as 7% and 8% grade English instructor and Mock Trial Coach effective on
May 20, 2009. RCV 6-0. Motion carried. :
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‘carried.

Approval of Non-Rencwal of Certificated Contract for Staff Member

Motion by Maresh, second by Lorenzen to approve the non-renewal of a
certificated contract for Casey Prindle, kindergarten teacher at Valparaiso Elementary
School, effective on May 20, 2009. RCV 6-0. Motion carried.

Approval of Surplus Items
There were no surplus items.

Approval of Next Regular Meeting of Board of Education

Motion by Maresh, second by Grimes to have the next regular Board of Education
meeting on Monday, May 18, 2009, at the Junior-Senior High School at 7:00 P.M. in the
Mustang Room. RCV 6-0. Motion carried.

Adjournment
Motion by Maresh, second by Lorenzen to adjourn the meeting at 8:55 P.M.
RCV 6-0. Motion carried.

The next regular meeting of the Raymond Central Public Schools Board of
Education will be Monday, May 18, 2009, at 7:00 P.M. in the Mustang Room at the
Junior-Senior High School. An agenda may be reviewed in the Office of the
Superintendent.

49 April BOE Minutes
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From: Schneider, Jeff

Sent: Friday, October 16, 2009 8:16 AM
To: 'C. Jo Petersen'

Subject: RE: State v. Mary Rittenburg

C. Jo, I've been gone all week on investigations and haven't had a chance to see if you received the following e-mail
asking for a copy of Ms, Gilg's letter. My fax # is listed below if I could have a copy. Please respond so I know if you
received this request. Thanks. js

Thanks for your assistance. Would it be possible to get a copy of the letter Ms. Gilg sent to Ms. Kirchmann? js

From: C. Jo Petersen [mailto:cjspete@windstream.net]
Sent: Thursday, October 08, 2009 12:48 PM

To: Schneider, Jeff

Subject: RE: State v. Mary Rittenburg

The plea agreement is not in writing - it was made pursuant to a letter sent by Ms. Gilg to the defense attorney, which was
then accepled verbally, There is no language regarding admission of guilt in that document (other than the agreement to
make restitution for the crime).

---- "Schneider wrote:

> Would it be possible to have a copy of the plea agreement faxed to our office? Also, some plea agreements contain
wording that expresses either that the Respondent admits guilt or that if the matter would go to trial the Respondent would
be found guilty. Did the agreement Ms. Rittenburg sign include any phrasing of this nature? Thanks for your assisiance.
My fax # is included. Js

>

>

> Jeff Schneider

> NDE Investigator

> Office 402-471-0731

> Fax 402-471-6631

>

> My new c-mail address is: Jeff.Schneider@nebraska.gov

>

V V.V V

> From: C. Jo Petersen [mailto:cjspete@windstream.net]
> Sent: Thursday, October 08, 2009 12:37 PM

> To: Schneider, Jeff

> Subject: State v. Mary Rittenburg

>
> Mr. Schneider:
> Mr. Tingelhoff forwarded your email to me for a response. Ms. Rittenburg's plea agreement was as follows: She

was required to make full restitution (in the amount we had at that time ($7,050) which was received from the victim for
the time frame involved) and pay court costs, in exchange for a dismissal without prejudice. She is required to not violate
any misdemeanor or felony laws within an eighteen month period in exchange for that dismissal, as the "without
prejudice” would allow this office to refile the charges should she have such a law violation. 1 hope this answers your
questions. Please contact our office further if you have any questions.

.1‘
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Roger Breed

Office of the Commissioner
PO Box 94933

Lincoln, NE 68509
Attention: General Counsel

Mr. Breed:

T am in receipt as of today of your letter and your packet of information regarding the
investigation into my case #09036. This letter will address that packet of information.

[ am of the feeling right now that no matter what I say or do, I can’t change the outcome of your
decision. 1accept that. As I write this, [ am very angry. But, I feel that [ have to say my peace
before this all gets decided.

First of all, [ find it unfair that 1 am being judged on how “remorseful” I showed myself to be or
not to be. 1 didn’t realize that showing remorse was a particular in this investigation. I didn’t
know there was a “remorse scale” that I was being judged on.

That being said, 1 will explain my apparent lack of remorse. I gave my apologies both personally
and in writing to the library and village board of Valparaiso. They were the people 1 had the
conflict with. They were the people I dealt with. 1had many conversations with one of the
library board members (Sheila Isaacson) at her home. Did anyone talk to her about this? Was
she interviewed at all? 1 also spent some time having discussions with Floyd Maresh, whom 1
know was spoken to. Both of these people that I dealt with assured me that this entire matter
would be kept confidential, because no one wanted it to affect my job at the school. I was
assured that from the very beginning. 1 was also assured that it would not go to the police. So,
no, I didn’t go to the superintendent of Raymond Central and tell him all about it. As far as I
knew, it was between me, the Valparaiso Village Board, and the library board. It wasn’t until the
police called me that I discovered it had gone any farther.

1 am not trying to excuse what I did. Tam not trying to do anything of the kind. And remorseful?
You can’t imagine how much. You can’t imagine how much my actions have hurt the people I
love the most. You can’t imagine what [ have put my family through. You have no idea how I
have struggled with no job since June, or how my family has struggled as a result. You are not in
this situation, and you can’t know anything about my remorse. 1 did apologize to the library and
village boards many times. Apparently Mr. Hull didn’t notice my sobbing in his office when we
talked about it. But obviously that gave him the impression that 1 felt it wasn’t “really that big of
an issue.” 1 know he took advantage by not allowing me to consult anyone about resigning. He
definitely knew what he was doing there. As far as his other “accusations”? 1 was never written
up for any of the negative things he said about me—let’s see...”needed improvement in
organization, decision making when ordering materials, meeting deadlines, and managing time.”
In fact, I don’t know how he would know these things. He never once observed me, or sat and
talked with me. Our only contact was through a few emails prior to this inicident. In addition, he
can investigate me all he wants. The yearbook was over $6,000 in the hole when 1 acquired it.
The fact that I brought it closer to the black should show a positive thing about me; but he will
never look for that. It is NOT a moneymaking entity, and the current sponsor is struggling as
well. She does not want to be sponsor any more because he expects it to stay in the black when it
is not a viable proposition.




[image: image82.jpg]1 wonder if anyone spoke to Mr. Haecker, my principal. He sat in on the meeting that | had with
Mr. Hull. He can tell you more accurately about my “remorse.” For one thing, 1 felt much more
comfortable with Mr. Haecker. It has been no secret that T am not now, nor have | ever been, a
big fan of Paul Hull. 1was on the hiring committee who did not recommend him for the job.
He’s not really a fan of mine, either. But Mr. Haecker and 1 talked often, and he knows much
more about me than Mr. Hull would ever know.

{ understand that you will most likely take my teaching certificate away. And I hate that. But
please be sure that you aren’t doing it because you don’t think that 1 am sorry enough. [ have
given 20 years of my life to public education. 1 have gone above and beyond what was expecied
of me in every instance. Ask the parents in the districts I worked in. Many of the parents at
Raymond Central tried to get me back into the school. They wete going to start a petition, but 1
asked them not to. My service as an educator is to the students and parents. | served them well.
I served them honestly, and 1 served them to the best of my ability. In spite of what you do with
my certificate, I will still work with some of the students outside of the school. Many of them
still ask me questions about colleges and scholarships, and ways to go with their occupational
plans. [ will never turn my back on those kids. Right now they are being served by a woman
who does not have a degree in counseling, who doesn’t have good rapport with the kids, who was
given the option of “resign or fired” at her last two jobs and who is actually doing a disservice to
many of them. But, in the eyes of the Department of Education, she is better than I am. So be it.

[ believe that whatever the ouicome of what your committee decides, 1 will be taking & break
from the world of education. It’s something that 1 need to leave. And it’s not just me. Many
educators | know are bailing on the education world. 1 have come to discover what a thankless
job working for a public school is. My nights of staying up until 2 or 3 in the morning grading
papers, hours of helping students get scholarship or into the right schools, continual sessions with
studenis who just needed someone to talk to, o the days of couritless phone calls trying to help
students get what they needed is over. My 20 years is not as valuable as the one mistake [ made.
All I’ve done for students apparently does not outweigh what 1 did wrong. So be it. 1 have done
great things for many kids and families, and that is the only reward I need. | will continue to
work with kids and for kids and families. It just won’t be in the public schools.

Again, 'm sure I don’t sound sorry enough. But my apologies have been made to those I have
wronged. 1don’t owe that (o anyone else, despite what M. Schuoeider and Mr. Hull believe. 1
could not be more sorry for the way 1huort the people 1 wronged. And I have taken care of that. i
have apologized to them, and I have paid my restitution. Iam frying to move on with my life, but
for some reason, 1 am not being allowed to.

Thank you for you time and your consideration in this case. 1 await the committee’s decision and
action.

Y
Mary L. Rittedburg
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STATE OF NEBRASKA

Roger D. Breed, Ed.D.

Commissioner of Education

301 Centennial Mall South - 6th Floor
Lincoln, NE 68509-4933

N.P.P.C. Case No. 09-07
Case No. 09036

)
)
)
)
)
Petitioner, )
)
VvS. ) Request for Support
) Information
Mary Rittenburg )
P.O. Box 407 )
Valparaiso, NE 68065, )
)
)
)
Respondent. )

PURSUANT to 93 NAC 003.05 of the Rules and Regulations of the Commission,
the Commission requests the Petitioner to file support information regarding the
allegations in the Petition.

Dated f%ﬂ%éb /7[, 2009

Brian Maher, Chairperson, Hearing Panel
NEBRASKA PROFESSIONAL PRACTICES COMMISSION

ol Bt

By Kathi Vontz, Clerk the Commission
NEBRASKA PROFESSIONAL PRACTICES COMMISSION
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I hereby certify that a true and correct copy of the above Notice datedﬂ@ N4 R
2009, for Case No. 09-07 was mailed to Mary Rittenburg, Respondent by U.§. Mail, postage
prepaid, and hand delivered to Brian Halstead on this “ day of R

2009, at the following addresses.

Mary Rittenburg Brian L. Halstead
Respondent Attorney for Petitioner
P.O. Box 407 301 Centennial Mall South
Valparaiso, NE 68065 Lincoln, NE 68509

.

Kathi Vontz, Cler] the Commission
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STATE OF NEBRASKA
Roger Breed, Ed.D. ) Case No. 09036
Commissioner of Education ) PPC Case No09-67
301 Centennial Mall South - 6th Floor ) FILED
P. O. Box 94933 )
Lincoln, NE 68509-4933 )
)
Petitioner, ) NE PROFES
) PRACTICES coﬂ?n'fs“s’iow
VS, ) MOTION FOR
) DEFAULT JUDGMENT
Mary Rittenburg )
P.O. Box 407 )
Valparaiso, NE 68065 )
)
Respondent. )

COMES NOW the Petitioner, by and through the undersigned attorney of record, and
moves the Commission for an order of judgment in default as provided in Title 95, Nebraska
Administrative Code, Chapter 1, Section 003.05. That in support of said Motion, the Petitioner
would offer the following:

1. That the Petition and Notice of Right to Submit an Answer were filed with the
Commission on November 6, 2009;

2. That said Petition, Notice, and a copy of Title 95, Nebraska Administrative Code,
Chapter 1 (effective date: October 30, 1993), were served upon the Respondent on
November 12, 2009, by certified mail, return receipt requested, a copy of which is
attached and marked as Exhibit A, and by this reference is incorporated herein;

3. That Title 95, Nebraska Administrative Code, Chapter 1, Section 003.05 provides that
the Respondent shall be considered in default if the Respondent fails to file an answer
within 21 days after service of the Petition and Notice of Right to Submit an Answer.

WHEREFORE, the Petitioner prays that the Commission enter an order finding the

Respondent in default, and make such decision and/or recommendation to the State Board of

Education that is in accordance with the law.

T



[image: image86.jpg]The undersigned certifies that a copy of the above motion and exhibit was mailed to the

parties of record, by U.S. mail, sufficient postage prepaid, on the 4" day of December 2009.

Brian L. Halstead #13077
Attorney for Petitioner
Nebraska Department of Education
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General Counsel's Office
Nebraskyg Department of Education
. 0. Box 94933
Lincoln, EM‘E 68509-4933
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® Complete items 1, 2, and 3. Also complete

item 4 if Restricted Delivery Is desired. [ Agent
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or on the front if space permits. ﬂ/ ar M £, /7 LS
D. Is delik erya 7 O Yes

1. Article Addressed to:

Ms. Mary Rittenburg NOV 1 2 2009
PO Box 407 % 2
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[ Registered Return Recelpt for Merchandise
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2. Article Number

(Transfor from service label) 700k 3450 0001 5352 1822

PS Form 3811, February 2004 Domestic Return Receipt 102595-02-M-15
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STATE OF NEBRASKA

Roger D. Breed, Ed.D. ) Case No. 09036
Commissioner of Education ) PPC CasgNo—09-07 FiLED
301 Centennial Mall South - 6th Floor ) . fi
P. O. Box 94933 ) :
Lincoln, NE 68509-4933 ) 6
)
Petitioner, ) NE PROFESSIONAL
) PRACTICES COMMISSION
vs. ) PETITION
) —
Mary Rittenburg )
P.O. Box 407 )
Valparaiso, NE 68065 )
)
Respondent. )

Petitioner, in accordance with Section 79-859 through 79-871 of the Revised Statutes of

Nebraska, Title 95, Chapter 01, of the Nebraska Administrative Code, and Title 92, Chapters 27

and 28 of the Nebraska Administrative Code, states and alleges as follows:

1. The Petitioner is Roger D. Breed, Commissioner of Education, 301 Centennial Mall
South, P.O. Box 94933, Lincoln, NE 68509;

2. The Respondent is Mary Rittenburg, P.O. Box 407, Valparaiso, NE 68065;

3. The Respondent holds a public Nebraska standard teaching certificate, number XXX-
XX-4311, endorsed as School Guidance Counselor K-12 and Language Arts 7-12, with
an expiration date of August 31, 2014;

4. The Respondent was employed as a guidance counselor by the Raymond Central
Public Schools until her resignation was accepted by the Raymond Board of Education
effective June 4, 2009;

5. On or between April 1, 2006, and March 10, 2009, the Respondent was employed by
the Valparaiso Library and used a debit card to purchase personal items for herself}

6. On or about June 29, 2009, the Respondent was charged in the Saunders County
District Court with Theft by Deception over $1,500, from the Village of Valparaiso, a
Class III Felony;

7. On or about July 9, 2009, the Respondent’s case was dismissed, pursuant to a plea
agreement, wherein the Respondent agreed to make full restitution, pay court costs, and
not violate any misdemeanor or felony laws within 18 months; and

1
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[image: image90.jpg]8. Based upon the factual allegations contained in paragraphs 5, 6, and 7 of the Petition,
the Respondent violated the following statute and standard: Neb. Rev. Stat. Section 79-
866(2) (Reissue 2003) which, in part, states, “The board may, for just cause, revoke or
suspend any teacher’s or administrator’s certificate.  Violation of the standards
established pursuant to this section, commission of an immoral act, or conviction of a
felony under the laws of this state shall constitute just cause for the revocation or
suspension of a teacher’s or administrator’s certificate by the board”; and Title 92,
Nebraska Administrative Code, Chapter 27, Section 004.04E (effective date: November
12, 2003) which states, “the educator: Shall not commit any act of moral turpitude or any
felony under the laws of the United States or any state or territory, and shall not have a
misdemeanor conviction involving abuse, neglect, or sexual misconduct as defined in
Sections 003.12 through 003.14 of 92 NAC 21”.

WHEREFORE, the Petitioner requests that the Professional Practices Commission hold
hearings and make recommendations to the State Board of Education as is warranted, regarding
the certificate(s) of the Respondent.

Dated this _(p;!_& day of November 2009.

%a%/

D Breed, Ed.D.
Commissioner of Education

VERIFICATION
STATE OF NEBRASKA )
) ss.
COUNTY OF LANCASTER )

I, Roger D. Breed, being first duly sworn under oath, state that I have read the contents of
the Petition and that to the best of my knowledge, information, and belief such contents are true.

%A/zw/

Petitioner

Subscribed and sworn to before me this Cl«d&_day of November 2009 by Roger D. Breed,
Commissioner of Education, as Petitioner.

GENERAL NOTARY - State of N
ebras|
BRIAN L. HALSTEAD i
7 My Comm. Exp. Noy, 27,2010

Notary Public
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I hereby certify that a copy of the above Petition, and a copy of Title 95, Nebraska
Administrative Code, Chapter 1, was mailed to the following person, postage prepaid, by
certified mail, return receipt requested, this % day of November 2009:

Mary Rittenburg

P.O. Box 407

Valparaiso, NE 68065
Article Number 70063450000153521822

General Counsel
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STATE OF NEBRASKA

Case No. 09036
PPC Case No. 09-07

Roger D. Breed, Ed.D.

Commissioner of Education

301 Centennial Mall South - 6th Floor
P. O. Box 94933

Lincoln, NE 68509-4933,

Petitioner,

IONAL
PROFESSMMISSION

NE
.. ACTICES CO

NOTICE O
TO SUBMIT ANSWER

vs.
Mary Rittenburg

P.O. Box 407
Valparaiso, NE 68065,

)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
Respondent. )
Notice is hereby given that Respondent has a right to submit an Answer within 21 days

after the receipt of this Notice by filing an Answer with the Nebraska Professional Practices

Commission, P. O. Box 94941, Lincoln, NE 68509«

Brian L. Halscad #18077
General Counsel
Nebraska Department of Education

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I hereby certify that a copy of the above Notice was mailed to the following person,
é{l
postage prepaid, by certified mail, return receipt requested, this day of November 2009:

Mary Rittenburg

P.O. Box 407

Valparaiso, NE 68065

Article Number 70063450000153521822

rian L. Haléfead #18077
General Counsel
Nebraska Department of Education
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[image: image93.jpg]NEBRASKA DEPARTMENT
OF EDUCATION

RULE 27

REGULATIONS AND STANDARDS FOR
PROFESSIONAL PRACTICES CRITERIA

TITLE 92, NEBRASKA ADMINISTRATIVE CODE
CHAPTER 27

EFFECTIVE DATE
November 12, 2003
(REVISED)

State of Nebraska

Department of Education

301 Centennial Mall South
Lincoln, Nebraska 68509
Douglas D. Christensen, Ph.D.
Commissioner
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TITLE 95, NEBRASKA ADMINISTRATIVE CODE,

CHAPTER 1
-
REGULATIONS CONCERNING
TEACHER AND ADMINISTRATOR
PROFESSIONAL PRACTICES HEARINGS
'. -
: Effective Date

October 30, 1993
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