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TO: State Board of Education
FROM: Scott Summers, Legal Counsel IEW
Commissioner’s Appointed Staff Pe to conduct a rule-making hearing on

Tuesday, April 18, 2010, commencing at 10:00 a.m. (Central Time) on revisions
to Title 92, Nebraska Administrative Code, Chapter 10 (Rule 10), Regulations
and Procedures for the Accreditation of Schools

DATE: April 13, 2010

RE: Summary of Hearing on Proposed Revisions to 92 NAC 10

On March 2, 2010, the State Board of Education authorized the Commissioner to
set a hearing date and location as well as designate a staff person to conduct
videoconference rule-making hearings on the adoption of proposed revisions to 92
NAC 10. By a memorandum dated March 5, 2010, the Commissioner appointed
me to conduct a rule-making hearing on April 13, 2010, commencing at 10:00 a.m.
(CT). After the proper legal notice was published, the hearing was held at the
Nebraska Department of Education, State Board Meeting Room, 301 Centennial
Mall South, 6t floor, Lincoln, NE. Pursuant to State Board of Education Policy
B9, what follows is a written summary of the hearing testimony.

An audio and video recording of the hearing is available if any members of the
Board wish to hear the tape.

Scott Summers, Legal Counsel III and the hearing official, called the hearing to order, read
into the record the name of the newspaper in which legal notice of the hearing was published
and the date the notice appeared, and outlined the procedures for the hearing.

Mr. Summers introduced NDE staff member, Freida Lange, Administrator, Accreditation
and School Improvement.

Ms. Lange introduced and explained the proposed revisions to the referenced chapter. Ms.
Lange testified that the two revisions proposed in Rule are intended to remove sunset dates in
Sections 007.04B and 007.05D, permitting school systems to continue to place certificated staff
in the media specialist and school guidance counselor positions as long as the assigned
personnel are enrolled in the appropriate endorsement program and acquire at least six credit
hours each year toward the endorsement. Ms. Lange’s written testimony is attached.
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Dr. Becky Pasco, Coordinator of Library Science Education, UNO, testified in support of
removing the sunset dates from Rule 10. The three schools that offer library endorsements,
Chadron, UNK and UNO, hope to continue to accept good candidates for their programs.

Mary Reiman, Director of Library Media Services, Lincoln Public Schools, testified in
support for the proposed revisions to Rule 10. Ms. Reiman indicated that LPS has 60 media
specialist positions and in the last five years she has had to hire 22 new employees because of
retirements, etc. With the removal of the sunset dates, it will allow LPS, and other school
districts in Nebraska, to continue to hire the best candidates.

Jeremy Murphy, Associate Director for Education Issues, Nebraska Catholic
Conference. Mr. Murphy provided written testimony (see attached). Mr. Murphy’s comments
pertain to Section 013.05.

No other written or oral testimony was received.

Attachments
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April 13, 2010

Presented by: Freida Lange, Administrator of Accreditation and School Improvement

The focus of today’s hearing is on two sections of Rule 10 (Regulations and Procedures for the
Accreditation of Nebraska Schools). The first section, 07.04B, is specific to the position of
library media specialist and aliows school systems to place certificated teachers without the
appropriate endorsement in this position if that staff member acquires six credit hours each
year toward the appropriate endorsement. Section 07.05D is specific to the position of school
guidance counselor and, as in the previous referenced section, allows a school system to place
a certificated teacher without the appropriate endorsement in the position of school guidance
counselor if that staff member is acquiring at least six credit hours each year toward the
appropriate endorsement. The current Rule 10 contains language that will cause these
provisions to sunset September 1, 2010.

Input from multiple sources, including previous Rule 10 hearing testimony, State Accreditation
Committee review, individual e-mails and letters, and data collected through the Nebraska Staff
and Student Reporting System (NSSRS) indicates school systems across the state are using these
provisions effectively. In order to allow this practice to continue, the proposed revisions to Rule
10 will remove the sunset dates and permit school systems to continue to place certified staff in
these positions as long as the assigned personnel are enrolled in the appropriate endorsement
program and acquire at least six credit hours each year toward the endorsement.

We have appreciated the interest and advice from educators, patrons, and the State
Accreditation Committee in addressing the library media specialist and school guidance
counselor endorsement concerns. Thank you for attending this hearing. We welcome your
testimony.
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President 4/8/10

Most Rev. Fabian W. Bruskewitz
Bishop of Lincoln

Most Rev. William J. Dendinger
Bishop of Grand Island

TO: Hearing Officer
Members, State Board of Education
Commissioner of Education

RE: 92 NAC 10, hearing draft of March 2, 2010

On behalf of the Diocesan Superintendents of Schools for the Catholic Archdiocese of
Omaha and the Catholic Dioceses of Grand Island and Lincoln, we submit the following
request and recommendation for revision in the Rule 10 hearing draft.

L §0013.05 Modification of provisions of the Rule (Pg. 30).

insert “School Systems™; in the last line, strike “district™ and insert “system”. Alternative:
copy and insert modification language from 0013.05 into 0013.01 after changing “public
school districts™ to “School systems™.

Rationale: Consistency/Clarity. The section as written discriminates unfairly against
nonpublic schools, denying them the opportunity to obtain a modification in the rule itself
to fit their specific unique circumstances, population sparsity, or demographics. Our rural
schools in particular have a lot in common with small rural school districts in
communities like Elgin in the challenges they face. See cross-referenced section
009.01A, referring to “school system™ and not just “school district”. What is the
justification for enabling school systems to submit waiver requests per 0013.01 (subject
to renewal), but to enable only public school districts to submit requests for modification
under 0013.057 Section 13 seems inconsistent in suggesting that all schools should have
flexibility with these requirements in the waiver process but not the modification process.
We would ask for an explanation of why this discrepancy exists in the rule.

Thank you.
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