TO:

Roger D. Breed, Ed.D.


Commissioner of Education

FROM:
Bob Beecham, Senior Administrator, Education Support Services

SUBJECT:   Development support for the State of the Schools Report
PROPOSED BOARD ACTION

Grant the Commissioner the authority to Contract with Aspect for development, updating and support of the 2009 -10 State of the Schools Report


BACKGROUND INFORMATION

The State of the Schools Report is required by state statute for reporting of accountability results and by No Child Left Behind as Nebraska’s “State Report card”.   The SOSR is a comprehensive source of information for all stakeholders interested in Nebraska education.  When first published in 2000-2001 the SOSR website contained only cursory data on student performance, demographics and teachers.  In contrast, the 2007-2008 SOSR contained expanded data, seven years of history and a new facility for printing local report cards and for comparing individual school districts and buildings.  
For the third year in a row, the 2009-2010 SOSR will largely be sourced from the Nebraska Student and Staff Record System (NSSRS).  Using the NSSRS data allows NDE to publish more detailed and more accurate data.   The 2009-2010 SOSR will be the first year for reporting the NeSA (Nebraska State Assessment) data for Reading.  It will be the last year for reporting STARS Math data.  This contract contains the following components:

  State of the Schools Report Site:  No Child Left Behind requires state to notify school districts of their Annual Yearly Progress (AYP) before the beginning of the following school year.  Under the STARS, student performance data is not due to NDE until June 30 of each year.  This means that NDE has about 30 days to edit, analyze, calculate and publish AYP for each school district and building.  Beginning in June of 2009, NDE has made AYP decisions available to districts on this site.  The AYP status is updated as districts submit their performance data.  Once all data including school characteristics, student and teacher data is submitted and updated this site becomes the SOSR public access site.    
Data Reporting System Site:  Originally intended as a public d facing site to provide detailed student and teacher data, this site has been altered to provide limited public access and secured district access.  Due to concerns with the Family Education Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA), NDE will keep the DRS as limited access site until FERPA rules become clearer.  This contract will provide the same update and maintenance activities as are provided for the SOSR.
Career and Technical Education Programs of Study Site:  This site is part of the larger State of the Schools Report and contains district level information on student enrolled in CTE programs.  This contract will provide update and maintenance support.
Career Education Program of Study Assets Site:  the purpose of this site is to maintain dynamic database for key Nebraska Career Education (NCE) assets.  This site will also allow registered users to submit lessons and assessments and provide feedback on lesson.  Another feature of this site will be to provide updates, announcements and links to resources regarding the POS revision process related to any registered user.  Users of this site will include the general public, secondary educators, p postsecondary educators and others.  
Project Management:  The NDE requires the contractor to participate in weekly status meetings and in project planning meetings.  This component also covers internal contractor management meetings.

Annual Maintenance:  The NDE does not have adequate staff resources to main the current year and over 21 historical SOSR sites.  Each of the annual contacts the Board has approved in the past includes web site maintenance. This portion of the contract also includes the production of several as hoc reports that are required by NDE.  

Estimated Cost
$671,020.00
For additional information on this item:  Call Bob Beecham (402) (471-4740) or e‑mail bob.beecham@nebraska.gov, Pat Roschewski, (402) 471-2495 or email pat.roschewski@nebraska.gov 
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