TO:

Roger Breed, Ed.D.


Commissioner of Education

FROM:
Marilyn Peterson, Administrator



Data Systems and Federal Programs

SUBJECT:
English Language Development Assessment

PROPOSED BOARD ACTION

Authorize the Commissioner to purchase the English Language Development Assessment (ELDA) for the English Language Learners

BACKGROUND INFORMATION
Section 6111 of NCLB authorizes the use of NCLB State assessment funds to provide the academic assessment of English Language Proficiency in reading, writing, speaking and listening for all students with Limited English proficiency (LEP) as required under Section 3112 (Title III). Nebraska has earmarked $330,000 of the NCLB State assessment funds to cover this testing for LEP students for the 2009-10 school year.  The number of English Language Learners continues to increase each year, about 1,000 more students than last year and we need to cover the costs we incur when tests are ordered with labels and not used. 
Estimated Cost
The estimated costs are $330,000.  NCLB Assessment funds are used for ELDA costs.
Supporting Documentation Included:  Background Information 

For additional information on this item:  Call Marilyn Peterson (402) (471-3504) or e-mail (marilyn.peterson@nebraska.gov). 

Background Information

No Child Left Behind:

Section 6111 GRANTS FOR STATE ASSESSMENTS AND RELATED ACTIVITIES

(b)
Developing or improving assessments of English Language Proficiency necessary to comply with section 1111(b) (7)

Section 1111 (b)(7) Academic Assessment of English Language Proficiency – 

Each State plan shall demonstrate that local educational agencies in the State will, beginning not later than school year 2002-03, provide for an annual assessment of English Proficiency (measuring students’ oral language, reading, and writing skills in English) of all students with limited English proficiency in the schools served by the State Educational Agency….(note: due to the lack of existing assessments that met this requirement, States were given an additional year)

When NCLB was passed, there were no existing assessments that met all of the requirements of Title III as defined in Section 1111 (b) (7) and Section 3112 of Title III. The cost of developing an assessment for the State or assisting districts to develop local assessments for this purpose would have been prohibitive.  In July 2002, Nebraska joined a consortium that was formed by the Council of Chief State School Officers called the LEP SCASS.  CCSSO had secured a grant from the U. S. Department of Education for a consortium of 17 states to develop an assessment that met the Title III requirements.  Nebraska staff have participated in the LEP SCASS since its inception.  This consortium worked with Measurement Incorporated to develop the English Language Development Assessment (ELDA).  . 

Section 3112 of Title III requires an annual assessment of all limited English proficiency students development in reading, writing, speaking, listening and comprehension.  This assessment of Language Development is in addition to a language proficiency assessment required of all new limited English proficiency students and the assessments of Reading, Math and Science required of all students under NCLB.  The use of the NCLB State Assessment funds allows the districts to meet the Title III requirements without adding an extra financial burden.  
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