TO:

Roger D. Breed, Ed.D.



Commissioner of Education

FROM:
Russ Inbody, Administrator



Finance & Organizational Services

SUBJECT:
Consideration of requests relative to budgeting provisions of the Tax Equity and Educational Opportunities Support Act in the areas of:


1)   Data Transmission Networks;

2)   Distance Education Courses;

3)   Judgments Not Covered by Liability Insurance;

4)   Reimbursement for Wards of the Court;

5)   Reimbursement to County Government for Previous Overpayment;

6)   Retirement Contribution Increase;

7)   Retirement Incentive Plans;


8)   Short-Term Borrowings;

9)   Special Grant Fund Addition; 


10) Special Supplementary Grants; 

11) Staff Development Assistance; and

12) Voluntary Termination Agreements.

PROPOSED BOARD ACTION 1
Approve the amount for the Data Transmission Networks Exclusion for the district shown on the attachment.
BACKGROUND INFORMATION
Section 79-1028.01(1)(f) provides for the Department to permit a district to exceed its applicable allowable growth percentage for the difference of the estimated expenditures for such school fiscal year for telecommunications services, access to data transmission networks that transmit data to and from the school district, and the transmission of data on such networks as such expenditures are defined by the department for purposes of the distance education and telecommunication allowance minus the dollar amount of such expenditures for the second school fiscal year preceding the first full school fiscal year the district participates in Network Nebraska.  Department Staff have reviewed the request listed on the attachment and recommend approval.  If approved, the school district may access additional budget authority.  This request is applicable to the 2010/11 school district budget. 

PROPOSED BOARD ACTION 2
Approve the exclusion amount for Distance Education Courses shown on the attachment.
BACKGROUND INFORMATION
Section 79-1028.01(1)(e) provides for the Department to permit a district to exceed its applicable allowable growth percentage for expenditures of amounts received from educational entities for providing distance education courses through the Educational Service Unit Coordinating Council to such educational entities.  Department Staff have reviewed the request listed on the attachment and recommend approval.  If approved, the school district may access additional budget authority.  This request is applicable to the 2010/11 school district budget. 

PROPOSED BOARD ACTION 3
Approve the exclusion amount for Judgments Not Covered by Liability Insurance for the district shown on the attachment.
BACKGROUND INFORMATION
Section 79-1028.01(1)(b) provides for the Department to permit a district to exceed its applicable allowable growth percentage for expenditures for judgments obtained against a school district which require or obligate a school district to pay just judgment to the extent such judgment is not paid by liability insurance coverage of a school district.  Department Staff have reviewed the request listed on the attachment and recommend approval.  If approved, the school district may access additional budget authority.  This request is applicable to the 2010/11 school district budget. 

PROPOSED BOARD ACTION 4
Approve the Reimbursement for Wards of the Court listed on the attachment as a Special Grant Fund.
BACKGROUND INFORMATION
The State Board, pursuant to State Statute Section 79-1003(38), has designated Reimbursement for Wards of the Court as a special grant fund for budget limitation purposes.  The Reimbursement for Wards of the Court listed on the attachments has been reviewed by Department Staff and appears to qualify as a special grant fund.  If approved, the school district may access additional budget authority.  This request is applicable to the 2010/11 school district budget. 

PROPOSED BOARD ACTION 5
Approve the Reimbursement to County Government for Previous Overpayment listed on the attachment as a Special Grant Fund.
BACKGROUND INFORMATION
Pursuant to State Statute Section 79-1003(38), the State Board has designated Reimbursement to County Government for Previous Overpayment as a special grant fund for budget limitation purposes.  The Reimbursement to County Government for Previous Overpayment presented on the attachment has been reviewed by Department Staff and appears to qualify as a special grant fund.  If approved, the school district may access additional budget authority.  This request is applicable to the 2010/11 school district budget. 

PROPOSED BOARD ACTION 6
Approve the exclusion amount for Retirement Contribution Increase for the district shown on the attachment.
BACKGROUND INFORMATION
Section 79-1028.01(1)(h)&(i) provides for the Department to permit a district to exceed its applicable allowable growth percentage for expenditures for a retirement contribution increase.  Department Staff have reviewed the request listed on the attachment and recommend approval.  If approved, the school district may access additional budget authority.  This request is applicable to the 2010/11 school district budget. 

PROPOSED BOARD ACTION 7
Approve the exclusion amount for Retirement Incentive Plan for the district shown on the attachment.
BACKGROUND INFORMATION
State Statute Section 79-1028.01(1)(c) requires that the Department approve the specific dollar amount of growth resulting from costs pursuant to the Retirement Incentive Plan (§79-855).  Department Staff have reviewed the request presented on the attachment and recommend approval.  If approved, the school district may access additional budget authority.  This request is applicable to the 2010/11 school district budget. 

PROPOSED BOARD ACTION 8
Approve the Short-Term Borrowing listed on the attachment as a Special Grant Fund.
BACKGROUND INFORMATION
The State Board, pursuant to State Statute Section 79-1003(38), has designated Short-Term Borrowings as a special grant fund for budget limitation purposes.  The Short-Term Borrowing listed on the attachment has been reviewed by Department Staff and appears to qualify as a special grant fund.  If approved, the school district may access additional budget authority.  This request is applicable to the 2010/11 school district budget. 

PROPOSED BOARD ACTION 9
Approve the addition of the “ESEA Section 1003(g) School Improvement Grants-ARRA” to the Special Grant Fund List that was adopted by the State Board at its regular meeting on May 5, 2010. 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION
State Statute Section 79-1003(19) & (38) provides for special treatment, for budget limitation purposes, of special grant funds that are subject to the approval of the Department.  This grant program has been reviewed by Department Staff and its inclusion on the 2010/11 Special Grant Fund List is recommended.  If approved, the school district may access additional budget authority.  This request is applicable to the 2010/11 school district budget. 

PROPOSED BOARD ACTION 10
Approve the grant listed on the attachment as a Special Supplementary Grant.
BACKGROUND INFORMATION
The State Board, pursuant to State Statute Section 79-1003(19) & (38), has designated Special Supplementary Grants from Corporations, Foundations, or Other Private Interests as special grant funds for budget limitations purposes.  The individual grant listed on the attachment has been reviewed by Department Staff and appears to qualify as a special supplementary grant.  If approved, the school district may access additional budget authority.  This request is applicable to the 2010/11 school district budget. 

PROPOSED BOARD ACTION 11
Approve the exclusion amount for Staff Development Assistance for the district shown on the attachment.
BACKGROUND INFORMATION
State Statute Section 79-1028.01(1)(c) requires that the Department approve the specific dollar amount of growth resulting from costs pursuant to Staff Development Assistance (§79-856).  Department Staff have reviewed the requests presented on the attachment and recommend approval.  If approved, the school district may access additional budget authority.  This request is applicable to the 2010/11 school district budget. 

PROPOSED BOARD ACTION 12
Approve the exclusion amount for Voluntary Termination Agreements for the district shown on the attachment.
BACKGROUND INFORMATION
Section 79-1028.01(2)(a) provides for the Department to permit a district to exceed its applicable allowable growth percentage for expenditures for voluntary termination agreements.  Department Staff have reviewed the request listed on the attachment and recommend approval.  If approved, the school district may access additional budget authority.  This request is applicable to the 2010/11 school district budget. 

Estimated Cost
None.

Supporting Documentation Included:  Requests Relative to the Budgeting Provisions of the Tax Equity & Educational Opportunities Support Act for the 2010/11 School Year.

For additional information on this item:  Call Russ Inbody (402) 471-4320 or e-mail russ.inbody@nebraska.gov
Requests Relative to the Budgeting Provisions

of the Tax Equity & Educational Opportunities Support Act

For the 2010/11 School Year

Recommendation 1
Data Transmission Networks
	County-District Number
	School District Name
	Amount to be Approved

	01-0003-000
	Kenesaw Public Schools
	$20,999

	18-0002-000
	Sutton Public Schools
	$20,999

	40-0126-000
	Doniphan-Trumbull Public School
	$15,865

	41-0002-000
	Giltner Public Schools
	$31,986

	65-0011-000
	Superior Public Schools
	$20,999

	65-2005-000
	South Central Unified #5
	$58,016

	91-0002-000
	Red Cloud Community Schools
	$20,999

	91-0074-000
	Blue Hill Community Public Schools
	$22,373


Recommendation 2
Distance Education Courses
	County-District Number
	School District Name
	Amount to be Approved

	61-0049-000
	Palmer Public Schools
	$45,493


Recommendation 3
Judgments Not Covered by Liability Insurance
	County-District Number
	School District Name
	Amount to be Approved

	50-0503-000
	Minden Public Schools
	$280,227


Recommendation 4
Reimbursement for Wards of the Court
	County-District Number
	School District Name
	Amount to be Approved

	45-0007-000
	O’Neill Public Schools
	$35,000

	93-0096-000
	Heartland Community Schools
	$250,000


Recommendation 5
Reimbursement to County Government for Previous Overpayment
	County-District Number
	School District Name
	Amount to be Approved

	53-0001-000
	Kimball Public Schools
	$14,354


Requests Relative to the Budgeting Provisions

of the Tax Equity & Educational Opportunities Support Act

For the 2010/11 School Year


Recommendation 6
Retirement Contribution Increase:

	County-District Number
	School District Name
	Amount to be Approved

	08-0036-000
	Lynch Public Schools
	$8,166

	21-0044-000
	Ansley Public Schools
	$12,455

	21-0084-000
	Sargent Public Schools
	$12,373

	27-0001-000
	Fremont Public Schools
	$280,308

	30-0054-000
	Shickley Public Schools
	$16,160

	39-0055-000
	Spalding Public Schools
	$6,888

	39-0501-000
	North Loup Scotia Public Schools
	$17,170

	45-0007-000
	O’Neill Public Schools
	$54,227

	45-0137-000
	Chambers Public School
	$12,030

	50-0503-000
	Minden Public Schools
	$49,989

	54-0013-000
	Creighton Community Public School
	$24,776

	54-0501-000
	Niobrara Public Schools
	$12,736

	55-0148-000
	Malcolm Public Schools
	$32,777

	56-0007-000
	Maxwell Public Schools
	$23,326

	56-0037-000
	Hershey Public Schools
	$29,978

	59-0002-000
	Norfolk Public Schools
	$316,635

	61-0049-000
	Palmer Public Schools
	$13,134

	65-2005-000
	South Central Unified #5
	$54,807

	69-0054-000
	Bertrand Community School
	$15,119

	71-0067-000
	Humphrey Public Schools
	$16,351

	74-0056-000
	Falls City Public Schools
	$56,776

	79-0032-000
	Scottsbluff Public Schools
	$192,822

	80-0567-000
	Centennial Public School
	$32,912

	85-0060-000
	Deshler Public Schools
	$13,247

	87-0001-000
	Pender Public School
	$20,590

	88-0021-000
	Arcadia Public Schools
	$10,412

	91-0002-000
	Red Cloud Community Schools
	$15,243

	91-0074-000
	Blue Hill Community Public Schools
	$22,440


Recommendation 7
Retirement Incentive Plans
	County-District Number
	School District Name
	Amount to be Approved

	65-2005-000
	South Central Unified #5
	$23,100


Requests Relative to the Budgeting Provisions

of the Tax Equity & Educational Opportunities Support Act

For the 2010/11 School Year


Recommendation 8
Short-Term Borrowings
	County-District Number
	School District Name
	Amount to be Approved

	74-0056-000
	Falls City Public Schools
	$100,000


Recommendation 9
Special Grant Fund List Addition:

	ESEA Section 1003(g) School Improvement Grants-ARRA


Recommendation 10
Special Supplementary Grants:

	County-District Number
	School

District

Name
	Project

Name
	Amount

to be

Approved

	27-0001-000
	Fremont Public Schools
	Fremont Public Schools Foundation
	$100,000

	
	
	Target Foundation 
	$3,000

	
	
	WalMart Foundation
	$3,000

	61-0049-000
	Palmer Public Schools
	Palmer Community Foundation
	$18,000

	87-0001-000
	Pender Public Schools
	Nebraska Department of Health & Human Services Childcare and Early Education Childcare Grant
	$12,000

	
	
	Rural Utility Service (RUS) Grant
	$24,677


Recommendation 11
Staff Development Assistance
	County-District Number
	School District Name
	Amount to be Approved

	65-2005-000
	South Central Unified #5
	$27,393


Requests Relative to the Budgeting Provisions

of the Tax Equity & Educational Opportunities Support Act

For the 2010/11 School Year


Recommendation 12
Voluntary Termination Agreements:

	County-District Number
	School District Name
	Amount to be Approved

	27-0001-000
	Fremont Public Schools
	$1,069,207

	28-0010-000
	Elkhorn Public Schools
	$81,032

	39-0055-000
	Spalding Public Schools
	$16,186

	50-0503-000
	Minden Public Schools
	$29,167

	53-0001-000
	Kimball Public Schools
	$44,830

	55-0148-000
	Malcolm Public Schools
	$7,298

	56-0037-000
	Hershey Public Schools
	$46,073

	59-0002-000
	Norfolk Public Schools
	$142,000

	61-0049-000
	Palmer Public Schools
	$20,122

	65-2005-000
	South Central Unified #5
	$232,480

	74-0056-000
	Falls City Public Schools
	$44,755

	80-0567-000
	Centennial Public School
	$18,064

	93-0096-000
	Heartland Community Schools
	$20,000
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