[image: image1.jpg]Education Commission of the States
700 Broadway, Suite 810
Denver, CO 80203-3442

Phone: 303.299.3660

Education Commission

Gtates

Dr. Roger Breed INVOICE # 201 INE
Commissioner of Education
Nebraska Department of Education DATE: 5/12/2010

301 Centennial Mall South, 6th Floor P. O. Box 94987
Lincoln, NE 68509-4987

cc:  Dr. John Bonaiuto
Hon. David Heineman

Annual State Assessment
for Nebraska

Interstate Compact for Education

Assessiment for Fiscal Year 2011 ¢ 07/01/10 - 06/30/11 5 60,500

Due and payable by July 1, 2010

Please return a copy of the invoice with payment to ECS, Attention: Accounting Dept.

State Statutory Reference: NEB. REV. STAT. §§ 79-1501 to 79-1504

Fed. 1.D. No. 31-0722194

Please direct inquiries on billing to: Antionette Garcia, 303-299-3624.

Assessment for 2012 (07/01/2011 -- 06/30/2012) will be $ 60,500.
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May 17, 2010

Dr. Roger Breed

Commissioner of Education
Nebraska Department of Education
301 Centennial Mall South, 6% Floor
PO Box 94987

Lincoln, NE 68509-4987

Dear Dr. Breed:

On behalf of the Education Comimission of the States {ECS),  wish to thank you
for your continued stewardship of the Compact for Education and ECS. States
continually face challenges in developing effective strategies to close the
achievement gap, improve non-performing schools and increase the performance
of all students. The Compact for Education is designed to share successful
strategies across the states and help states address the chalienges from a
collective approach.

ECS is an organization that continually evolves and responds to critical education
issues, In 2009 we provided several on-site, customized assistance to our
member states, I've listed the following examples:

e InJanuary, we hosted our second regional meeting. The New England
Regional Meeting brought together 40 ECS Commissioners and education
leaders from the New England states to discuss alternative pathways to
postsecondary education and the workforce, and how to define, develop
and assess 21st century skills standards.

e In March, we brought together policy experts, business leaders, educators
and practitioners to dig deep into improving teacher quality by
identifying specific drivers for change and using technology to accelerate
that change.

o InJune, ECS partnered with Microsoft and the International Society on
Technology in Education (ISTE) to host a Global Education
Competitiveness Summit. This special event brought together 13 state
teams from across the United States to hear from American and
international leaders discuss best practices in education and workforce
training that result in students being able to compete globally.

Our 2009 National Forum on Education Policy, held in Nashville, Tennessee,
focused on how education can ignite the economy. Whether states are challenged
by making the shift from early learning to the early grades or from middle school
and high school to college and career preparation - the 2009 ECS National Forum
on Education Policy program was developed to provide answers. The National
Forum also hosted the 100 District Leaders Network, Legislative Education Staff
Network and, with support from the National Education Association, we were
able to bring 34 state teachers of the year to the conference. Enclosed is a
summary of our 2009 events and listing of our products, services and resources.
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Our on-line “Jams” continue to be a huge success! Looking ahead we will continue to provide these
interactive and creative forums, as well as providing research, technical assistance and critical
analysis for you. This year we have been working closely with states to create proposals that bring
recognition to effective state programs and are eligible for i3 funding. And, with generous support
from the Pew Foundation, we will continue our early learning project work to provide assistance t o
states in their early learner initiatives. I encourage you to visit the ECS Web site at www.ecs.org to
learn more about all of our exciting events and the extensive services and products we provide.

The 2010 National Forum on Education Policy is gearing up to be one of our best. This year we will
bring state teams of ECS commissioners from across the states and U.S. territories to address
workforce development and making American students and workers more globally competitive.
Our plenary lineup includes innovative and motivational experts and leaders who will provide
concrete ideas and strategies for the state teams to use back home.

ECS is a unique mechanism that facilitates states and territories sharing information, ideas and best
practices in education reform. ECS helps states invest their resources more strategically. Given the

tough economic times and contemporary education challenges we face, there has never been a
better time for ECS to connect governors, legislators, chief state school officers, higher education
officials and other key stakeholders to improve our students’ outcomes and global competitiveness.
ECS is committed to meeting your needs and addressing your priorities. Enclosed is Nebraska's
annual assessment for 2010-11. In light of the budget difficulties many states are facing, we have
not raised the assessment in four years. Yet we have made it a priority to maintain the same level of
expertise, resources, and products. Your prompt payment is appreciated!

If you have any questions, please contact me directly at rsampson@ecs.org or 303-299-3674.

Sincerely,

Wper Scrmpthin —
Enclosures

cc: Hon. David Heineman
Dr. John Bonaiuto
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