TO:

Roger Breed, Ed.D.



Commissioner of Education

FROM:
Pat Roschewski, Director of Statewide Assessment
SUBJECT: 
 Cut Scores for the Nebraska State Accountability (NeSA – AA-Reading) Alternate Assessments
PROPOSED BOARD ACTION

Approve the cut score recommendations that will establish the proficiency levels (basic, proficient, advanced) for the state reading alternate assessments (NeSA-AAR) in grades 3-8, 11. 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION

The NDE has built, field tested and administered the new Nebraska State Accountability (NeSA-AAR) reading tests in grades 3-8 and 11.  The alternate tests are appropriate for only the most significantly challenged students with cognitive disabilities. Fewer than 1,800 Nebraska students were administered the NeSA-AAR, less than 1% of the total assessed population.

The student performance results from the 2010 administration were used to establish recommended “cut scores” or proficiency levels for classifying student performance into three categories:  basic, proficient, and advanced.

The standard setting process that was used for establishing recommended “cut scores” for the NeSA-AAR was the “Modified Angoff Method,” facilitated by the Alpine Testing Company.  During the last week in June, panels of experienced teachers, some familiar with reading content and others experienced in working with students who have significant cognitive abilities, were assembled for this standard setting.  The panels were asked to examine the items on the tests and to make judgments about whether or not students with significant cognitive disabilities would answer the items correctly and at what level they would perform on those items:  basic, proficient, or advanced. Actual student results from the operational testing were used to validate the panel judgments.

Following the completion of the cut score process at the end of June, the Alpine Testing Company compiled the cut score ranges and reported recommended scores to be applied to the NeSA-AAR assessments.  The ranges and recommended scores with supporting data will be presented first to the board’s State Accountability Sub Committee on July 7th, and to the entire board on July 8th at the board meeting. 
Estimated Cost
(federal dollars)
The cost for the standard setting contract to Alpine Testing ($56,840) was approved at the March 2010 board meeting.
Costs for 34 panelists is estimated at $34,954.






For additional information on this item:  Call Pat Roschewski 402-471-2495, pat.roschewski@nebraska.gov    
07.08.10 State Board of Education

7.1.2-1
07.08.10 State Board of Education

7.1.2-2

