TO:

Roger Breed, Ed.D.



Commissioner of Education

FROM:
Pat Roschewski, Director of Statewide Assessment
SUBJECT: 
 Cut Scores for the Nebraska State Accountability (NeSA-Reading) Assessments
PROPOSED BOARD ACTION

Approve the cut score recommendations that will establish the proficiency levels (basic, proficient, advanced) for the state reading assessments (NeSA-R) in grades 3-8, 11. 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION

The NDE has built, field tested and administered the new Nebraska State Accountability (NeSA) reading tests in grades 3-8 and 11.  The student performance results from the 2010 administration were used to establish recommended “cut scores” or proficiency levels for classifying student performance into three categories, basic, proficient, and advanced.

The standard setting process for establishing “cut scores” for the NeSA-R consisted of three steps: 

· In February DRC conducted an overview of the standard setting process for a small group of policy makers including members of the State Board of Education, representatives from the Governor’s office, the media, and community members from several Nebraska communities.

· In March, the DRC conducted an electronic survey gathering the professional judgment from Nebraska teachers about how well they believed their students would perform on the NeSA-R.  This method is called the Contrasting/Group Method.

· In June, the DRC facilitated a formal “standard setting process” using the “Bookmark” method. This commonly used method relies on panels of experienced teachers who are reading content experts to propose cut scores based on  five factors: 
· Nebraska's content standards,
· The difficulty of items on the NESA-R,
· The results of the Contrasting Group study,
· The performance of Nebraska students on nationally normed tests, and 
·  Their professional judgment.

Following the completion of the cut score process at the end of June, DRC compiled the cut score ranges and reported recommended scores to be applied to the NeSA-Reading tests.  The ranges and recommended scores with supporting data will be presented first to the board’s State Accountability Sub Committee on July 7th, and to the entire board on July 8th at the board meeting.  

The State Board of Education is being asked to accept the recommended cut scores at the July board meeting so that final NeSA proficiency classifications can be made and the appropriate 
reports generated. 
Estimated Cost

(federal dollars)


The cost for the standard setting was included in the 2010 DRC Contract. ($84,893)

Cost for 111 panelists is estimated at $112,934.
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