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SUBJECT: 
 Discussion about State Writing Assessment – NeSA-W

PROPOSED BOARD ACTION

Attached is a brief history of the writing assessment, proposed reasons for change in the process, and a brief set of discussion questions including pros and cons.  An RFP for the statewide writing assessment was posted on May 28th, and a contractor is being sought for the 2010-2011 year.  The link to the writing RFP is the following:  www.education.ne.gov/assessment
The board discussion will inform the contractor selection process that will occur this summer.   The presentation of a contract recommendation is scheduled for the September board meeting.

BACKGROUND INFORMATION
See the attached.  







Supporting Documentation attached.  For additional information on this item:  Call Pat Roschewski 402-471-2495, pat.roschewski@nebraska.gov    

Statewide Writing Assessment:  2000-2010
As soon as the first legislation was passed in the spring of 2000, the NDE began to build an assessment of statewide writing based upon the six traits of writing:  ideas, organization, word choice, conventions, sentence fluency, and voice.  The legislation specified that three grades would be tested in the first year, and that after the first year, one grade level would be assessed on writing each year.

In 2001 students in grades 4, 8, and 11 were assessed on statewide writing prompts; in 2001 students in grade 4 were tested;  in 2003, students in grade 8 were tested, and at the urging of Nebraska superintendents for additional instructional information and to meet the “other academic indicator” requirement of AYP, in 2004 all three grades: 4,8, and 11 were included in the assessment.  Since 2004 all three grades have been assessed each year. 

Papers have been scored by Nebraska teachers at the educational service unit, and each paper is read twice.  Any score that is not adjacent or in the same number family is read a third time; the scores are added together, and a final single score from 2-8 is assigned.  Papers have been sent out of state to be scored by a testing company for validation of the Nebraska- scored papers.  Cut scores of “met” or “not met” have been determined each year through a cut score process, and schools receive score reports for their student lists by building and by district.  The percentage of proficient students is reported annually on the State of the Schools Report in the fall.
Proposed Transitions in 2010-2011

The process for statewide writing has essentially remained the same for many years.  It is time to “ramp up” a bit.  The NDE needs your input on proposed changes over the next three years.  The reasons for beginning these transitions in the 2010-2011 school year are the following:

· Revised reading/writing standards place greater emphasis on writing traits such as conventions.  A closer match between standards and assessment can be made in this transition.

· Moving from a single score to “trait-based” or “analytical” scoring would provide a score on each trait.  Teachers could receive more instructional information from both total scores and sub scores.

· Business, industry, and school districts as well have been asking for online administration of writing, indicating that writing on a computer is a more authentic assessment of the skills students need and are currently practicing, providing college and career readiness.
Considerations for discussion

What are the board’s thoughts proposed changes?
The NDE is seeking proposals from contractors to support this work.  Other states are using computer scoring and artificial intelligence (AI) with teacher “read behinds”  to accurately score at a very reasonable rate.  What are the board’s thoughts about this approach? 

Given the desire of schools to “cut back on testing,” what are the board’s thoughts about continuing to administer and score all three grades: 4, 8, and 11 while the current law requires testing writing only in one grade?
Pros and Cons

Pros






Cons

Better match of standards/assessment
Removing Nebraska teacher scoring at state level

Scores/ sub scores providing more detailed

Schools accustomed to the current 

Information





process
Move to  21st century skills-college/ career readiness
Possibility of a new contractor
Potential for reduced testing
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