TO:

Roger Breed, Ed.D.



Commissioner of Education

FROM:
Michael Kozak, Administrator



Learning Technologies Team

SUBJECT:
Approval of Enhanced Education Through Technology grants

PROPOSED BOARD ACTION

The State Board of Education will approve grant awards in an amount not to exceed $458,850, or the extent of the Title II, Part D allocation if it is less than the estimate,  through  the competitive portion of the Enhanced Education Through Technology (EETT), ESEA Title II Part D of the No Child Left Behind Act.

BACKGROUND INFORMATION
The State of Nebraska anticipates receiving $483,000 through Title II Part D of the No Child Left Behind Act of 2001.  Of this amount $24,150  is used for administrative costs and the remaining $458,850  is to be distributed through competitive grants.  This is the sixth year of the Enhanced Education Through Technology Grants.  The State Board previously approved grants for the 2002-2003, 2003-2004, 2004-2005, 2005-2006, 2006-2007, 2007-2008 and 2008-2009 years.  Prior to that time the State Board approved awards for the Technology Literacy Challenge Fund which was a forerunner of the EETT award. In action taken during the January, 2010 meeting of the State Board of Education approved the awarding of American Relief and Recovery Act ARRA)  Technology grants in the amount of $3,048,906.
With the consent of the Federal Programs Committee of Practitioners, the US Department of Education and the NDE Legal staff The awards will be allocated based on the ARRA applications with some funds going to applicants that were partially funded and other awards going to quality applications that we not funded during the ARRA process.

The purpose of Title II, Part D- Enhanced Education Through Technology in Nebraska’s Consolidated Plan is to facilitate and enhance learning for all students.  The objectives, strategies, and  activities that follow related to and address the three goals of Title II, Part D. Those goals are: to improve student academic achievement through the use of technology in elementary and secondary schools; to assist every student in crossing the digital divide by ensuring that every student is technologically literate by the time the student finishes the eighth grade, regardless of the student’s race, ethnicity, gender, family income, geographic location or disability; and to encourage the effective integration of technology resources and systems with teacher training and curriculum 
development to establish research-based instructional methods that can be widely implemented as best practices by state educational agencies and local educational agencies.

Special emphasis is given to professional development so that educators are prepared to assist students in the use of technology.  A minimum of 25% of EETT funds must be spent on professional development.

Estimated Cost
$458,850  in Federal Funds will be awarded through EETT competitive grants.

Supporting Documentation Included:  Proposed awards 

Enhanced Education Through Technology Awards

New Funding

Hershey Maxwell Consortium
$60,000
South Sioux City Public Schools
$60,000
Grand Island Public Schools
$60,000
Holdrege Public Schools
$50,000
Educational Service Unit #16
$50,000
Additional Funding to existing ARRA grant

Educational Service Unit #11 Consortium
$40,000

Lincoln Public Schools
$40,000


Educational Service Unit #6 Consortium
$40,000
Educational Service Unit #10 Consortium
$40,000
This amount is $18,850 below what we estimate we will be receiving in funding.  When the final allotment is made the Department will amend the above funds to allot all of the IID funding.

For additional information on this item:  Call Mike Kozak (402/471-0533) or 
e-mail mike.kozak@nebraska.gov or Jim Lukesh, (402/471-0531) or 

e-mail jim.lukesh@nebraska.gov
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