TO:

Roger Breed, Ed.D.



Commissioner of Education

FROM:
Michael Kozak, Administrator



Learning Technologies Team

SUBJECT:
Approval of American Recovery and Reinvestment Act technology grants

PROPOSED BOARD ACTION

Agenda Language:  The State Board of Education will approve awards in an amount not to exceed $3,048,906 through the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act technology grants through ESEA Title II Part D.


Goal Relationship

State Board Goal #6:  Improve teaching and learning by promoting and support appropriate uses of technology.

NDE Goal #12 Equity:  Develop and implement a plan to ensure equity of opportunity and outcomes for all groups of students

NDE Goal #2:  Integrate work of STARS, NCLB and all appropriate programs with comprehensive school improvement model.

BACKGROUND INFORMATION
The State of Nebraska received $3,209,375 through the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) for investment in technology in Nebraska educational institutions.    Of this amount  $160,469  is used for administrative costs and the remaining $3,048,906  is to be distributed through competitive grants.  This is the first and probably only time that technology funds will be distributed through this act however the ARRA grants are patterned after the Enhanced Education Through Technology Grants.  The State Board previously approved grants for the 2002-2003, 2003-2004, 2004-2005, 2005-2006, 2006-2007, 2007-2008, and 2008-2009 years.  Prior to that time the State Board approved awards for the Technology Literacy Challenge Fund which was a forerunner of the EETT award. 

The purpose of American Recovery and Reinvestment Act technology grants address the goals of Title II, Part D- Enhanced Education Through Technology. The goals are: to improve student academic achievement through the use of technology in elementary and secondary schools; to assist every student in crossing the digital divide by ensuring that every student is technologically literate by the time the student finishes the eighth grade, regardless of the student’s race, ethnicity, gender, family income, geographic location or disability; and to encourage the effective integration of technology resources and systems with teacher training and curriculum development to establish research-based instructional methods that can be widely implemented as best practices by state educational agencies and local educational agencies.  

A national focus and a focus of the Nebraska application is a 21st Century Technology-Rich Classroom initiative and professional development in order to achieve long-term impact with one-time funds.  A minimum of 25% of ARRA funds must be spent on professional development.

Estimated Cost
$3,048,906  in Federal Funds will be awarded through ARRA competitive grants.

Supporting Documentation Included:  Proposed awards 

American Relief and Reinvestment Act  Technology Awards

Crete Public Schools

$283,315


Educational Service Unit 6 Consortium

$300,057

Garden County Public Schools

$52,250

Plattsmouth Community Schools

$40,578

Auburn Public Schools

$44,420

Broken Bow Public Schools

$44,619

Educational Service Unit 10 Consortium

$218,090

Omaha Public Schools

$720,560

Lyons-Decatur Public Schools

$40,483

Heartland Community Schools

$38,578

Falls City Public Schools

$60,700

Lincoln Public Schools

$471,556

Kearney-Hastings Consortium

$226,028

Minatare Public Schools

$40,629

Educational Service Unit 11 Consortium

$161,106

Educational Service Unit 5 Consortium

$150,000

Wausa Public Schools

$32,000

Cody Kilgore Public Schools

$31,840

Educational Service Unit 7 Consortium

$56,488

Lexington Public Schools

$35,609

For additional information on this item:  Call Mike Kozak (402/471-0533) or 

e-mail (mike.kozak@nebraska.gov) or Jim Lukesh, (402/471-0531) or 

e-mail (jim.lukesh@nebraska.gov)
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