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Nebraska Department of Education

Minutes of Meeting

December 10, 2009

MINUTES OF THE WORKSESSION – Thursday, December 10, 2009
Due to a winter blizzard, the State Board of Education meeting originally scheduled for December 9 and 10, 2009, was rescheduled for December 10.  The State Board of Education met for purposes of a work session on Thursday, December 10, 2009, beginning at 9:00 a.m.  The session was held at the State Office Building in the State Board Meeting Room in Lincoln, Nebraska.  Publicized notice of the session was given by posting notice on the Department website on the internet; emailed to news media requesting notification and posting a copy of the agenda in the Office of the Commissioner of Education, which gave the date, time and location of the meeting.

1.
CALL TO ORDER 
1.1
Roll Call

In the absence of President Kandy Imes, Vice President Jim Scheer called the meeting to order at 9:12 a.m.  A roll call showed the following members present:  Jim Scheer, Mark Quandahl, Rebecca Valdez, Joe Higgins, Patricia Timm, Fred Meyer, Robert Evnen.  Kandy Imes was absent due to inclimate weather.  President Imes listened to the discussion by telephone.

1.2
Vice President Scheer announced the placement of Open Meetings Act.
3.
REPORTS AND DISCUSSION

3.1
Freida Lange, Department of Education representative, provided an update on proposed revisions to Rule 10, Regulations and Procedures for the Accreditation of Schools . 
Handouts: 
Summary of Hearing on Proposed Revisions to 92 NAC 10




Errata Sheet, Rule 10

3.2
Pat Roschewski, Department of Education representative, and Bill Auty, Education Measurement Consulting provided information on State Accountability for school districts.

Handout:
PowerPoint – Nebraska School Accountability

Vice President Scheer asked for volunteers for a Committee of the Board to work with Pat Roschewski and Bill Auty to define indicators and weighting for the State Accountability System.  Robert Evnen, Joe Higgins and Mark Quandahl volunteered for the committee.  Vice President Scheer also appointed Kandy Imes to serve on the Committee.
3.3
Donlynn Rice and Jim Woodland, Department of Education representatives, provided an update on the Science Standards.   The first draft of the standards is targeted for April 2010.  

3.4
Commissioner Breed and Bob Beecham, Department of Education representative, provided information and an update on ARRA/Race to the Top.  The Board will be asked to take action on the Application during the January Board meeting.

3.5
Commissioner Breed presented the possibility of moving the June Board meeting to a date in July to accommodate the selection and approval of cut scores for the reading standards.  The proposed date would be July 7 and 8, and would replace the meeting scheduled for June.  The Board will take action at the January meeting.
Vice President Scheer adjourned the worksession at 11:20 a.m.

MINUTES OF THE BUSINESS MEETING – Thursday, December 10, 2009
Due to a winter blizzard, the State Board of Education meeting originally scheduled for December 9 and 10, 2009, was rescheduled for December 10.  The State Board of Education met for purposes of a meeting on Thursday, December 10, 2009, beginning at 11:00 a.m.  The session was held at the State Office Building in the State Board Meeting Room in Lincoln, Nebraska.  Publicized notice of the session was given by posting notice on the Department website on the internet; emailed to news media requesting notification and posting a copy of the agenda in the Office of the Commissioner of Education, which gave the date, time and location of the meeting.

1.
Call to Order 

1.1
Roll Call

In the absence of President Kandy Imes, Vice President Jim Scheer called the meeting to order at 11:45 a.m.  A roll call showed the following members present:  Jim Scheer, Mark Quandahl, Rebecca Valdez, Joe Higgins, Patricia Timm, Fred Meyer, Robert Evnen.  Kandy Imes was absent due to a winter storm.  President Imes listened to the discussion by telephone.

1.2
Vice President Scheer led the Pledge of Allegiance.

1.3
Vice President Scheer announced the placement of Open Meetings Act.

2.
APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES

Motion by Robert Evnen, second by Patricia Timm:  To approve the minutes of the November 4-5, 2009, State Board of Education Meeting as published.
Voting Yes:
Scheer, Quandahl, Valdez, Higgins, Timm, Meyer, Evnen

Absent:
Imes

The motion passed.

3.
APPROVAL OF AGENDA for December 10, 2009

Motion by Joe Higgins, second by Mark Quandahl:  To amend the Agenda by adding Board Reports and Discussion Item 10.5, Policy Committee Report.

Voting Yes:
Scheer, Quandahl, Valdez, Higgins, Timm, Meyer, Evnen

Absent:
Imes

The motion passed.

Motion by Robert Evnen, second by Joe Higgins:  To approve the Agenda for the December 10, 2009, meeting as amended.

Voting Yes:
Scheer, Quandahl, Valdez, Higgins, Timm, Meyer, Evnen

Absent:
Imes

The motion passed.

4.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

· Jay Sears, Nebraska State Education Association, commented on Action Items 7.1 and 7.4, Race to the Top, and the good work of the Department and staff.
7.
ACTION ITEMS
7.1
Motion by Robert Evnen, second by Patricia Timm:  To approve the revisions to Rule 10 (92 NAC 10) Regulations and Procedures for the Accreditation of Schools including the non-substantial change on the Errata Sheet dated December 10, 2009.
Voting Yes:
Scheer, Quandahl, Valdez, Higgins, Timm, Meyer, Evnen

Absent:
Imes

The motion passed.

7.2
Motion by Patricia Timm, second by Fred Meyer:  To adopt the hearing draft of Rule 41 (92 NAC 41), Regulations For Private Postsecondary Career Schools Authorization To Operate, and authorize the Commissioner to set a hearing date and appoint a hearing official to conduct a hearing on behalf of the State Board.

Voting Yes:
Scheer, Quandahl, Valdez, Higgins, Timm, Meyer, Evnen

Absent:
Imes

The motion passed.

7.3
Motion by Joe Higgins, second by Patricia Timm:  To adopt the hearing draft of Rule 42 (92 NAC 42), Regulations for Private Postsecondary Career Schools Agents and issuance of Certificate of Approval to Recruit, and authorize the Commissioner to set a hearing date and appoint a hearing official to conduct a hearing on behalf of the State Board.

Voting Yes:
Scheer, Quandahl, Valdez, Higgins, Timm, Meyer, Evnen

Absent:
Imes

The motion passed.

7.4
Motion by Robert Evnen, second by Patricia Timm:  To approve revisions to Rule 21 (92 NAC 21), Issuance of Certificates and Permits to Teach, Provide Special Services, and Administer in Nebraska Schools.
Voting Yes:
Scheer, Quandahl, Valdez, Higgins, Timm, Meyer, Evnen

Absent:
Imes

The motion passed.

7.5 
Motion by Fred Meyer, second by Joe Higgins:  To approve the proposed revised Rule 1 (92 NAC 1), Rules and Regulations Governing the Audit of Nebraska Public School Districts.
Voting Yes:
Scheer, Quandahl, Valdez, Higgins, Timm, Meyer, Evnen

Absent:
Imes

The motion passed.

7.6
Motion by Robert Evnen, second by Fred Meyer:  To approve the proposed revised Rule 87 (92 NAC 87) Regulations Governing Qualified Zone Academy Bonds and Qualified School Construction Bonds allocations with Errata Sheet dated December 2009.
Voting Yes:
Scheer, Quandahl, Valdez, Higgins, Timm, Meyer, Evnen

Absent:
Imes

The motion passed.

8.
CONSENT AGENDA
Motion by Robert Evnen, second by Patricia Timm:  To approve the Consent Agenda as published.  

Voting Yes:
Scheer, Quandahl, Valdez, Higgins, Timm, Meyer, Evnen

Absent:
Imes

The motion passed.

10.
BOARD REPORTS, DATES AND DISCUSSION ITEMS

10.3
Meeting participation
Member Joe Higgins reported on Project PASS sponsored by NASBE, U.S. Department of Education and the U.S. Army, held in Chicago, Illinois, December 3-4, 2009.  The conference focus was on the subject of adapting core components of the Junior Reserve Officer Training Corps (JROTC) and related programs to help improve student achievement through innovative approaches for at-risk youth in high schools and for related purposes, such as dropout prevention in grades 7-12.

10.4
Legislative Committee Report
Member Robert Evnen reported on the meeting of the Legislative Committee.  Some of the topics covered were potential legislation regarding ARRA, Race to the Top, early childhood and Kindergarten, legislative studies, and the Learning Community.  The Committee will continue its meeting following the conclusion of the Board business meeting. 
10.5
Policy Committee Report – Patricia Timm
Member Patricia Timm reported on the Policy Committee meeting.   Ms. Timm informed the Board that the review of the budget for the Nebraska Center for the Education of Children Who Are Blind or Visually Impaired was postponed to the January Policy Committee meeting.  The Board will be provided information prior to January, briefed and asked to approve the budget at the January meeting.
The Committee also discussed School Family and Community Engagement.   Board members were asked to review and comment on a proposed School, Family and Community Engagement Policy.  (Handout)  
There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 12:25 p.m.
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Agenda Item 7.6

Errata Sheet - Rule 87

001.01C – Add “Services” to the NDE team name of School Finance & Organization Services
001.01C  Potential applicants for allocation authority for the issuance of bonds under either sections 001.01A or 001.01B may contact the Nebraska Department of Education’s Office of School Finance and Organization Services for information on the existing Nebraska allocation amount.

RULE 10

Errata Sheet

December 10, 2009
4.03 Middle Grades Curriculum.  Quality Indicator:  The middle grades instructional program is based upon state or locally approved standards for student learning.  It builds upon the content of the elementary grades, extends the depth of learning experiences and provides exploratory experiences throughout the curriculum.  The program incorporates vocational technical education, foreign world language, career education, and technology education.  The instructional activities and schedule are designed to meet the developmental needs of middle grade learners.
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