

School, Family and Community Engagement Policy  

Nebraska State Board of Education Mission:  To raise the level of academic achievement through planning, policy formulation, and evaluation, including fiscal accountability, that improves the quality of education accessible to all students.
Vision:
We recognize that effective family and community1 engagement positively impacts academic outcomes for students and that it is:

· a shared responsibility among partners:  the school, families, and community 

· constant, but ever changing, PreK-grade 1216
· founded on the knowledge that learning occurs in a variety of settings and contexts, within the home, school, and the community2.
Therefore:

We encourage these efforts to increase effective school, family and community partnerships:3
· Focus on school, family and community partnership efforts which:

· are linked to student learning, rather than general forms of involvement

· support student learning at home, through communication and partnerships

· recognize that families of all cultural, educational and socio-economic backgrounds have a positive influence on their children’s learning

· engage diverse all families as partners to recognize and affirm differences common goals, address family needs, and build on families’ strengths to support student learning
· coordinate and collaborate on use of with school and community resources partners to meet needs, including college and career planning.

· Support  the Nebraska Department of Education Family/Community Engagement Team to:

· study, inform, and integrate research-based partnership practices designed to support student learning

· collect and disseminate effective partnership practices, research, and ideas to inform and guide districts

· Support schools in their work to actively engage families and communities and encourage the use of partnership action teams for continuous school improvement.

1Although much existing literature and  policies use the term “parents”, this statement uses the term “families” to be inclusive of children’s primary caregivers who are not their biological parents, such as guardians, foster caregivers, professionals who act as caregivers, grandparents and other family members.   The term “community” refers to the school community and may include local businesses, community organizations, members or agencies, higher education, etc.

2Adapted from Harvard Family Research Project’s work, including Weiss, H. & Lopez, E. (May 2009) Redefining Family Engagement in Education.  Fine Newsletter, Harvard Family Research Project. http://www.hfrp.org/family-involvement/publications-resources/redefining-family-engagement-in-education.

3These premises were based on the Epstein six categories of involvement to improve student success:  parenting, communicating, volunteering, learning at home, decision-making and collaborating with the community, Epstein, et. al. (2002) School, Family and Community Partnerships:  Your Handbook for Action.  Second Edition.  Corwin Press, Inc.    http://www.csos.jhu.edu/p2000/.

Effective communicating and learning at home have been identified as having the greatest impact on children’s achievement, Henderson, A., & Mapp. K. (2002) A New Wave of Evidence: The Impact of School, Family, and Community Connections on Student Achievement.  Austin: Southwest Educational Development Laboratory.  http://www.sedl.org/connections/resources/evidence.pdf and Allen, J. (January 2009) Effective Home-School Communication.  Fine Newsletter, Harvard Family Research Project.

http://hfrp.org/family-involvement/publications-resources/effective-home-school-communication.
· For more information on meaningful family engagement to support student achievement, see also the NDE Continuous Improvement Process (CIP) Toolkit, Family/Community Engagement Section at www.nde.state.ne.us/CIPtoolkit/familycommunity  

· For more information on the work of the NDE Family/Community Engagement Team, contact Karen Stevens, chair, (402) 471-2448.
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