TO:

Roger Breed, Ed.D.


Commissioner of Education

FROM:
Mary Ann Losh, Administrator



Equity & Instructional Strategies
SUBJECT:
Approval of the Model Policy to Prevent Dating Violence
PROPOSED BOARD ACTION

Approval of the Model Policy to Prevent Dating Violence 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION
The 2009 Legislature passed LB 63.  Section 79-2, 141 requires the department by March 1, 2010 develop and adopt a model dating violence to assist school districts in developing their policies for dating violence which is required by July 1, 2010.
Estimated Cost
None identified
Supporting Documentation Included:  Dating Violence Policy Guide 

For additional information on this item:  Call Mary Ann Losh, 402/471-4357 or e-mail maryann.losh@nebraska.gov or Lela McNinch, 402/471-1925 or e-mail lela.mcninch@nebraska.gov
Model Policy to Prevent Dating Violence Policy Guide
_____________ School District provides physically safe and emotionally secure environments for all students and staff. Positive behaviors (non-violence, cooperation, teamwork, understanding and acceptance of others) are encouraged in the educational program and are required of all students and staff.  Inappropriate behaviors, including but not limited to, dating violence, will not be tolerated and must be avoided by all students and staff. 

Pursuant to Section 79-2,140, the Legislature has defined (a) “dating violence” to mean a pattern of behavior where one person uses threats of, or actually uses, physical, sexual, verbal, or emotional abuse to control his or her dating partner; and (b) “dating partner” to mean any person, regardless of gender, involved in an intimate relationship with another person primarily characterized by the expectation of affectionate involvement whether casual, serious, or long term.

Strategies and practices are implemented to reinforce positive behaviors and to discourage and protect others from inappropriate behaviors.  Dating violence training, as defined by Section 79-2,141(4,) shall be provided to staff deemed appropriate by the administration.  The administration will be responsible for reviewing the school district’s Student Code of Conduct to insure that this policy is reflected therein.
Definitions

Dating Violence:

A pattern of behavior where one person uses threats of, or actually uses, physical, sexual, verbal or emotional abuse to control his or her dating partner.  

Dating Partner:

Any person, regardless of gender, involved in an intimate relationship with another person primarily characterized by the expectation of affectionate involvement whether casual, serious, or long-term.

Response to Dating Violence:

Dating violence will not be tolerated.

Violations will be addressed as outlined in the code of conduct.  Consequences of dating violence will be addressed in compliance with the comprehensive rules, procedures and standards of conduct for students at school which may include interventions and/or disciplinary actions for perpetrators and support and safety for victims.

This policy does not prevent a victim of dating violence from seeking redress under any other available law, either civil or criminal and does not create or alter any existing tor liability.

02.01.10 State Board of Education Work Session

R2.6.2-1
&

&

02.02.10 State Board of Education

R7.4-1
02.01.10 State Board of Education Work Session

2.6.2-3
&
&
02.02.10 State Board of Education

7.4-3

