TO:

Roger Breed, Ed.D.



Commissioner of Education

FROM:
Mark Schultz, Administrator



Vocational Rehabilitation

SUBJECT:
Presentation by the Nebraska Youth Leadership Council

PROPOSED BOARD ACTION

Presentation by the Nebraska Youth Leadership Council

BACKGROUND INFORMATION
The Nebraska Youth Leadership Council (NYLC) began in the spring of 2009. The offices of Special Education and Vocational Rehabilitation cosponsored this program initiative to provide opportunities for transition age youth with disabilities to develop leadership skills and to promote membership in other youth organizations where students with disabilities were not previously participating. Additionally, it was their intention that the NYLC provide input on disability-related issues, especially related to the transition from school to work and adult living.  

NYLC began as one statewide council made up of fifteen young people with a variety of disabilities between the ages of 14-21. The council meets four times throughout the school year, and once during the summer months. NYLC has since grown to include two additional regional councils, which represent similar groups in both Central and Eastern Nebraska. 

The NYLC is a youth-led, youth-driven program, and as such, members plan for and participate in giving presentations to students, educators and other professionals regarding transition and disability-related topics. Other activities include: providing input on the Vocational Rehabilitation Transition Planning booklet; writing, planning, and filming an Employment Retention video for youth; planning and participating in a Summer Youth Leadership Conference; and attending a National Youth Leadership Conference just to name a few. 

As we plan for our fall 2010 activities, the students are working to update their presentation skills and hope to begin speaking more with other students with disabilities as they plan for their transition into adult living. Scottsbluff High School has also expressed interest in beginning an NYLC in Western Nebraska. As NYLC continues to grow and mature, its leaders hope to further be of service to all students with disabilities in Nebraska to help create smooth transitions toward learning, earning, and thriving. 

Estimated Cost
N/A

Supporting Documentation Included:  None
For additional information on this item:  Call Mark Schultz, 402.471.3649 or e-mail mark.schultz@nebraska.gov 
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