TO:

Roger Breed, Ed.D.


Commissioner of Education

FROM:
Freida Lange, Administrator



Accreditation and School Improvement
SUBJECT:
Request from Cody-Kilgore Public Schools for a Waiver of Rule 10‑004.02C
PROPOSED BOARD ACTION

Consider approval of a request from Cody-Kilgore Public Schools for a modification of Rule 10-004.02C (prohibiting 6th grade students from participating in athletic contests) for school year 2010-2011 in accordance with waiver provisions in Rule 10, Section 013.05.
BACKGROUND INFORMATION
Rule 10-013.05 provides that public school districts which exist in unique circumstances due to population sparsity, geographic barriers, or other similar factors may submit a request to the State Board of Education for a modification of the Rule to better meet the needs of the students.  Cody-Kilgore Public Schools, located in the communities of Cody and Kilgore, anticipates that, in the 2010-2011 school year, there will be one boy and three girls in 7th grade and five boys and four girls in 8th grade. Considering these numbers, the school district will have great difficulty providing junior high athletics unless 6th grade students are allowed to participate.  Such participation by grade 6 is prohibited by Rule 10-004.02C.  A modification of this regulation would allow the board of education to provide junior high athletics.

Cody-Kilgore School Superintendent, Terry Hazard, has submitted the information required in the waiver request provisions.  Attached is the official request of the Cody-Kilgore School Board, an outline summarizing responses to the waiver requirements that includes an excerpt from the Cody-Kilgore School Improvement Plan to document local improvement activities in progress, and a profile of the district.
Estimated Cost
Supporting Documentation Included:  Official request from Cody-Kilgore including summary of waiver requirements and district profile
For additional information on this item:  Call Freida Lange (402) 471-2444 or e-mail:  freida.lange@nebraska.gov or Rick L. Moses:  rick.l.moses@nebraska.gov 
Cody-Kilgore Public Schools
Cherry County School District #30

P.O. Box 216

Cody, Nebraska  69211

Date:
July 19, 2010
To:
Nebraska Department of Education, Accreditation and School Improvement

From:
Cody-Kilgore Public School Board

The Request
The Cody-Kilgore Public School Board of Education is requesting a waiver for 6th grade boys and girls to participate in Jr. High Activities for next year.  In accordance with Rule 10, Waiver and Plans, Section 013.05 “Public school districts which exist in unique circumstances due to population sparsity, geographic barriers, or other similar factors may submit a request to the State Board of Education for a modification of this Chapter to better meet the need of the students.”

Cody-Kilgore Public Schools is a small class II school with a current student population of 119 students in K-12.  Cody-Kilgore is a Title 1 District located in North Central Nebraska with a sparsely populated constituency yet covering one of the largest geographic areas among Nebraska Class II Districts.

Next year’s students that finished the school year and will be in seventh and eighth grade follows:

Students at the end of the 09-10 School Year going into Grades 7 & 8
Grade 7

Grade 8

1 Boy


5 Boys


3 Girls


4 Girls

There would be 6 boys and 7 girls able to participate in activities if all participated.  In accordance with Rule 10, Section 004.02C, 6th graders do not participate in any kinds of athletic contests.  Section 012.01 is a quality indicator that designates a Board of Education . . . to offer opportunities for quality learning in equitable opportunities for all students.  Without offering Junior High girl’s and boy’s athletic activities, the Board of Education feels that the equitable learning opportunities for all students may be in jeopardy.  Our school prides itself in giving all students the opportunity to be successful.  We feel that taking away this opportunity could possibly jeopardize the future of our school.

Options to overcome this inequity have been explored.  One option consists of co-oping our junior high activities.  However, there is a distance barrier that consists of 38 miles to Valentine or 69 miles to Gordon-Rushville as the middle school is in Rushville.  The Board of Education feels strongly that placing students on a bus, for at a minimum, of 76 miles every day is not in the best interest of the school or the students.
The Proposal

The Cody-Kilgore School Board of Education would propose the modification of allowing 6th grade boys and girls to participate in Junior High activities.  The Board feels confident that the proposal would make equitable allowances for our Jr. High girls and boys to field a team and be allowed to participate in activities.  We feel without this request being granted that our students would suffer the loss of athletic teams and a sense of self-worth and pride.  We want to provide opportunities for our students to have the skills of team work and responsibility that only a team can build.  Without our school offering this program, we feel that students could opt out of our school and lose the benefits that our small school district has to offer.

NDE Summary of Responses for Waiver Request Provisions of Rule 10-013.05
for

 Cody-Kilgore Public Schools

Request for waiver of Rule 10-004.02C
Rule 10-013.05 provides that school systems to better meet local goals, may submit a request for a waiver of one or more regulations found in Sections 004 through 012.01C of the Rule.  The waiver request must respond to items in 013.05 (1) through 013.05 (5).  The items below provide a summary of responses provided in the formal request by the Cody-Kilgore School Board.

· 013.05 (1)  An explanation of the unique circumstances leading to this request.  Cody-Kilgore Public Schools is a public school district with a current student enrollment of 119 students K-12.  The predicted 2010-11 enrollment for girls in 7th grade is three and for girls in 8th grade is for four.  The predicted 2010-11 enrollment for boys in 7th grade is one and for boys in 8th grade is for five.  Therefore the district would not be able to provide an athletic program for 7th and 8th grade girls or boys next school year.  Other options such as co-oping with other districts would require that students be bused a minimum of 76 miles daily for student activities.  The Cody-Kilgore School Board feels strongly that this is not in the best interest of the students or the school.
· 013.05 (2)  Proposed modification to better meet the needs of the students.  Modify Rule 10-004.02C for the Cody-Kilgore Public Schools for the school year 2010-11 to allow 6th grade girls and boys to participate with 7th and 8th grade girls and boys in athletic contests between school districts.
Students at the end of the 09-10 School Year going into Grade 6:  8 Boys and 3 Girls (this number of students added to the projected 7th and 8th grade student body would make it possible for a Junior High athletic program to be provided).
· 013.05 (3) An explanation of how the modifications will provide quality learning, equity, and accountability.  This modification will provide the opportunity for the junior high boys and girls to have equitable opportunities to participate in extra-curricular athletic activities and will support the skills of team work, responsibility, self-worth, and pride.
· 013.05 (4) Copy of the local improvement plan.  An excerpt from the local school improvement plan is attached.  The plan documents efforts of the district to work toward school improvement based on local data and student needs.  The extra-curricular activities will also support opportunities for student success.
· 013.05 (5) Procedures for annually reporting to the Commissioner.  The school district will report in May 2011 to the Commissioner relative to the implementation of this modification of Rule 10.
CODY-KILGORE PUBLIC SCHOOLS

ACTION PLAN

Student Learning Goal-Math

Target Area:  
Improved Student Math Scores

Target Area goal:  
All students will improve their math scores.

Strategies:

1. Staff Development for Accelerated Math Program




2. Collect Pre and Post Test Data




3. Differentiated Instruction




4. Track interventions over time




5. Evaluation

Task





Timeline

Status
Staff training




Spring 2010

3/5 staff trained

Staff Hands on Practice with Students
Spring 2010

Enthusiastic Response

Pretest Grades 3-12


Fall 2010

Implementing the Program 

School Year 2010

Staff Training




School Year 2010

Parties Responsible:  Kate Fullerton, K-12 Principal

Instructors:
Stacey Adamson, Duke Waln, Janet Shelbourn, Marilyn Graham, and 
Karen Johnson

Other Goals include:

Publicity Goal:  We are actively recruiting new students to our school and new families to our community via public relations.  Various means will be used to meet our goal.

Curriculum Goal:  We have expanded our Career Education program to include Entrepreneurship Investigation and incubator business planning.  This process is forging a strong commitment to community service through the school and the village.
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2009-2010 STATE OF THE SCHOOLS REPORT FOR
CODY-KILGORE PUBLIC SCHS [16-0030-000]

REPORT OF DATA ENTERED:

District Information

The Cody Kilgore Unified School, a Schoolwide Title 1 District, serving approximately
115 PreK-12th grade students, is located in North Central NE with a sparsely
populated constituency yet covering one of the largest geographic areas among NE
Class |l Districts. Our district provides regular transportation services for students that
cover a 312 mile round trip in a 553 square mile area. Some students log as many as
76 miles round trip in a day on our buses. Our staff is 100% NCLB Qualified and APL
trained. We have received an Entrepreneurship and Incubator Business Grant with
the Village of Cody. This enhances our Career Education curriculum by providing real
world experiences. Expanded Distance Learning and Dual Credit classes are helping
us provide more curricuium offerings. At CKUS we are: Committed, Knowledgeable,
Unified, and Successful.

District School Improvement Goals

Student Learning Goal-MATH All students in Grades 4-12 will improve their math
scores compared with baseline data. The Accelerated Math program is one strategy
being used to reach this goal. Publicity Committee Goal We are actively recruiting
new students to our school and new families to our community via public relations.
We are using various means to promote public relations so the public will know about
the great things happening at Cody-Kilgore Unified Schools. Curriculum Committee
Goals We have expanded our Career Education program to include Entrepreneurship
Investigation and incubator business planning. This process is forging a strong
commitment to community service through the school and the village. We have been
evaluating and revising reading and math curriculum and we will now revise science
curriculum to improve student performance. We added Preschool for four year olds in
the 2009-2010 school year. Staff Development Committee Goals Provide professional
development and the integration of technology into the classroom. Research-based
reading strategies are being studied to support decisions relating to vocabulary,
comprehension, and new textbook purchases to enhance our curriculum. We are
researching 21st Century Learning Skills with an emphasis on critical thinking and
problem solving.

Graduation Requirements - Reading '

Number of Years: 4 Courses Required: ' English

' ~|Other Language Arts
Grad Requirements One semester of Speech must be included in
Comment: these four years of English.

Graduation Requirements - Mathematics

Number of Years: 3 Courses Required: ¥/ Algebra
¥ Geometry
[.iAdvanced Algebra



[image: image2.jpg]Grad Requirements Comment:

Three years of Math are required for graduation
from Cody-Kilgore Unified Schools. Aigebra | and

Geometry are required with one other year of math
chosen from the following: Algebra I, Advanced

Math, Pre-Calculus, Calculus, Applied Math, and

Business Math.

Elementary, middle school and high school grade level for
reporting student National Assessment Instrument results:

Elementary School: Grade 04
Middle School: Grade 08
High School: Grade 10

District Standards Information

Include English
BenchmarkiGratles Assessment End Language Learners
Z Date
I Math Science | I Yes No
[3.4,567811 581 | s2o20t0 [ O I
School Description
AgencyiD| School Name Goals School Information

16-0030-
001

CODY-
KILGORE
HIGH SCHOOL|

Student Learning Goal-MATH All students
in Grades 4-12 will improve their math
scores compared with baseline data. The
Accelerated Math program is one strategy
being used to reach this goal. Publicity
Committee Goal We are actively recruiting
new students to our schoo! and new
families to our community via public
relations. We are using various means to
promote public relations so the public will
know about the great things happening at
Cody-Kilgore Unified Schools. Curriculum
Committee Goals We have expanded our
Career Education program to include
Entrepreneurship Investigation and
incubator business planning. This process
is forging a strong commitment to
community service through the school and
the village. We have been evaluating and
revising reading and math curriculum and
\we will now revise science curriculum to
improve student performance. We added
Preschool for four year olds in the 2009-
2010 school year. Staff Development
Committee Goals Provide professional
development and the integration of
technology into the classroom. Research-
based reading strategies are being studied
to support decisions relating to vocabulary,
comprehension, and new textbook
purchases to enhance our curriculum. We
are researching 21st Century Learning
Skills with an emphasis on critical thinking
and problem solving.

[The Cody Kilgore Unified School,
a Schoolwide Title 1 District,
serving approximately 115 PreK-
12th grade students, is located in
North Central NE with a sparsely
populated constituency yet
covering one of the largest
geographic areas among NE
Class Il Districts. Our district
provides regular transportation
services for students that cover a
312 mile round trip in a 553
square mile area. Some students
log as many as 76 miles round
itrip in a day on our buses. Our
staff is 100% NCLB Qualified and
APL trained. We have received an
Entrepreneurship and Incubator
Business Grant with the Village of|
[Cody. This enhances our Career
Education curriculum by
providing real world experiences.
Expanded Distance Learning and
Dual Credit classes are helping
us provide more curriculum
offerings. At CKUS we are:
[Committed, Knowledgeable,
Unified, and Successful.

16-0030-
002

CODY-
KILGORE
ELEMENTARY
SCHOOL

Student Learning Goal-MATH All students
in Grades 4-12 will improve their math
'scores compared with baseline data. The
Accelerated Math program is one strategy
being used to reach this goal. Publicity
Committee Goal We are actively recruiting
new students to our school and new

The Cody Kilgore Unified School,
a Schoolwide Title 1 District,
serving approximately 115 PreK-
12th grade students, is located in
North Central NE with a sparsely
populated constituency yet
covering one of the largest




[image: image3.jpg]families to our community via public
relations. We are using various means to
promote public relations so the public will
know about the great things happening at
Cody-Kilgore Unified Schools. Curriculum
Committee Goals We have expanded our
Career Education program to include
Entrepreneurship Investigation and
incubator business planning. This process
is forging a strong commitment to
community service through the school and
the village. We have been evaluating and
revising reading and math curriculum and
'we will now revise science curriculum to
improve student performance. We added
Preschool for four year olds in the 2009-
2010 school year. Staff Development
Committee Goals Provide professional
development and the integration of
technology into the classroom. Research-
based reading strategies are being studied
ito support decisions relating to vocabulary,
comprehension, and new textbook
purchases to enhance our curriculum. We
are researching 21st Century Learning
Skills with an emphasis on critical thinking
and problem solving.

geographic areas among NE
Class Il Districts. Our district
provides regular transportation
services for students that cover a
312 mile round trip in a 553
square mile area. Some students
log as many as 76 miles round
trip in a day on our buses. Our
staff is 100% NCLB Qualified and
APL trained. We have received an
Entrepreneurship and Incubator
Business Grant with the Village of
Cody. This enhances our Career
Education curriculum by
providing real world experiences.
Expanded Distance Learning and
Dual Credit classes are helping
us provide more curriculum
offerings. At CKUS we are:
[Committed, Knowledgeable,
Unified, and Successful.
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