TO:

Roger Breed, Ed.D.


Commissioner of Education

FROM:
Melody Hobson, Co-Administrator, Office of Early Childhood
SUBJECT:
Statewide Advisory Council Grant Application
PROPOSED BOARD ACTION

None – this is for board information
BACKGROUND INFORMATION
The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA) (P.L. 111–5) made funding available to improve coordination and collaboration among early childhood education and care programs and services. The Administration for Children and Families (ACF) announces the availability of $100,000,000 total funds made available by ARRA to be awarded to eligible States, Commonwealths and Territories to enable States to develop and implement a plan established by their State Advisory Council on Early Childhood Education and Care for children from birth to school entry (referred to as the State Advisory Council).
The State Advisory Council will work to strengthen state-level coordination and collaboration among the various sectors and settings of early childhood programs in the State. The Council will conduct periodic statewide needs assessments on the quality and availability of programs and services for children from birth to school entry, identify opportunities for and barriers to coordination and collaboration among existing Federal and state-funded early childhood programs, and develop recommendations for: (1) increasing overall participation of children in existing Federal, State, and local child care and early education programs, including outreach to underrepresented and special populations; (2) the establishment or improvement of core elements of the State early childhood system, such as a statewide unified data collection system; (3) a statewide professional development system and career ladder for early childhood educators; and (4) high-quality State early learning standards. The Council will also assess the capacity and effectiveness of institutes of higher education in the State toward supporting the development of early childhood educators.  

http://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/hslc/Program%20Design%20and%20Management/sac 
Estimated Cost
No state dollars will be used.  Grant requires a state match of cash or in-kind. Nebraska will use in-kind from public and private sources.  
Supporting Documentation Included:  Update to Nebraska State Board of Education
For additional information on this item:  Call Melody Hobson 402-471-0263 or e-mail melody.hobson@nebraska.gov.

Update to Nebraska State Board of Education

April, 2010

State Advisory Council Proposal -Funds from federal stimulus dollars [American Recovery and Reinvestment Act -ARRA) 

Non-competitive

Federal share: $500,000 

State share: $1.16 Million 

Three year project period 

Priorities and Proposed Objectives: 

I. Unified Data System 

1. Identify policy implications that could enhance or impede the development of a unified early childhood data system. 

a. Strengthen the current Data Coalition agreement to garner commitment from relevant state agencies to leverage resources and sustain positive outcomes. 

b. Develop a proposal to engage key decision-makers in the Data Coalition membership and planning efforts to create a unified early childhood data system. 

c. Address the policy implications that enhance or impede the development of a unified early childhood data system. 

d. Use data in a way to inform continuous program improvement and policy development. 

2. Develop a business plan to address technical processes and identification of resources needed to collect, link/warehouse data and articulate a plan for summarizing and reporting data. 

a. At a minimum, build upon the Early Childhood Data Coalition's previous work to collect data related to "outcomes and core indicators" in areas of Health, Safety, Early Care and Education [inclusive of parent education], Family Resources [and family supports). 

b. Create a feasibility plan by convening key informants within the existing state system. 

c. Secure a business analyst with the expertise in data-base development and integration. 

II. Enhanced Programs and Services

1. Establish a means for strengthening the statewide engagement of public health providers in improving the health and safety practices in early care and education settings.

a. Strategically planned dissemination of information to acquaint early education and care providers across the state with public health providers, which will be followed by a series of regional meetings to build relationships and plan regional activities. 

b.  Establish new and enhanced relationships with WIC programs, immunization clinics, environmental health programs and regulators in support of early childhood health and safety.  

c. Increase engagement of local public health providers in promoting appropriate infection control procedures, illness exclusion policies, and emergency management planning.  

2. Improve early care and education programs in school districts, ESUs, Head Start agencies, and community child care settings by implementing evidence based strategies in support of social/emotional development.

a. Facilitate the use of CSEFEL developed self assessment tool in school districts, ESUs, Head Start agencies, and community early childhood care and education facilities.

b.  Utilize evaluation of Nebraska CSEFEL demonstration sites to distill the “lessons learned” into a Road Map for the successful expansion of the Teaching Pyramid model into a plan for expansion into additional sites.    

c. Provide technical assistance in using the CSEFEL developed assessment tool and the “Road Map for success “so additional early childhood education and care programs across the state can begin to implement the Teaching Pyramid for social emotional competence.

3. Improve current screening and referral patterns for social/emotional development of young children in Primary Health Care Settings.

a. Promote Children’s Socio-Emotional Development ( 0-5 years) through Curriculum developed by Nebraska Medical Association for primary health care providers.  

b. Establish new working relationships between primary health care providers and early care and education programs through advisory committees, learning collaboratives, task forces, and other strategies.

III. School Readiness 

1. To increase connections between schools and communities with regards to promoting school readiness, focusing on the social emotional skills needed for success 

2. To create a position or positions to act as liaison between schools and communities to act as conduit of information sharing for the purpose of school readiness 

3. To develop new and to support existing collaborative efforts between schools and communities to provide on-going enrichment opportunities after school has started. 

[NOTE -consideration for possible integration of all 3 priorities] 

"A unified data system is critical to infrastructure development in order to fully comprehend and address issues regarding existing programs and services and to promote and support children (and their family) as they enter kindergarten."

04.06.10 State Board of Education Work Session
2.4.2-1
04.06.10 State Board of Education Work Session

2.4.2-3

