TO:

Roger Breed, Ed.D.



Commissioner of Education

FROM:
Donlynn Rice, Administrator, Curriculum and Instruction



Richard Katt, Career Education

SUBJECT:
Approve FY2009 Carry-Over Career Education Partnership Grants
PROPOSED BOARD ACTION

Approve FY2009 Carry-Over Career Education Partnership Grants to secondary schools as funded by the Nebraska Career Education Partnership Act of 2006 (LB690)

BACKGROUND INFORMATION
The Career Education Partnership Act, Sections 79-763 to 79-768 of the Revised Statutes of Nebraska.(R.R.S.) (Initially adopted as LB 690, 2006), and Section 79-318(5)(i) R.R.S. was passed by the Legislature to provide state funds to support collaborative projects that promote innovation in career education.  NDE developed Rule 46 to provide procedures for the awarding of these grant dollars.  

The grant program requires two or more schools (defined as school buildings, can be in the same district) to partner with a Community College or ESU to plan and implement an innovative project that improves the quality of career education.  Specific goals of the grant program are:

1. Identify and explore options for Nebraska Career Education implementation in different sizes of schools; 

2. Collaborate with ongoing school improvement efforts; 

3. Create models of collaboration between career and academic education; 

4. Encourage relationships and coordination in support of entrepreneurship education; 

5. Develop partnerships between public secondary and postsecondary institutions; and 

6. Develop partnerships with business and industry based on Nebraska workforce development needs.
Estimated Cost
The grant total for this award period is $115,419.00 paid from the FY2009 CEPA allocation.  The two grants are being awarded through carry-over dollars that were not utilized by the original grantees.

Supporting Documentation Included:   2009 CEPA Carry-Over Grant Recipients
For additional information on this item:  Call Donlynn Rice (402) 471-3240 donlynn.rice@nebraska.gov or Rich Katt (402) 471-4808 rich.katt@nebraska.gov
Fiscal Agent: Chambers Public Schools - $40,419.00

The Northern Tier Career Pathway Project seeks to provide career guidance and instruction to area high school students through a coordinated series of Career Academies. Two different academies are planned: Environmental & Agricultural Systems and Health Sciences. These academies will be designed to assist students in defining, testing, and achieving their career objectives within two of the six career clusters identified on the Nebraska Career Education website (http://www.nde.state.ne.us/NCE/ ). 

Career Academies developed through this project will acquaint high school students with the demands of their occupation of interest, provide relevant, rigorous coursework that meets both high school graduation and college degree requirements, and facilitate a successful transition from high school to college. These academies will be designed with the following principles in mind: 

· Capstone course options will be delivered as dual credit with Articulated Credit or Project Challenge options. 

· The majority of courses offered through the Academies will be designed for various methods of distance learning delivery. 

· Academy career focuses will be identified by participating high schools in the Northern Tier Schools and approved by the Board of Directors of NENCAP.  All Academies will be designed to support maximum access by all students in schools served through the project.

· The success of the academies is dependent upon a decentralized, local approach to career education in which the Northern Tier consortium of high schools, service units, and Northeast Community College will collaboratively develop and support program goals, anticipated outcomes, and sustainability beyond the grant period.

The specific goals of this project are to:

· Create sequences of courses for both secondary and postsecondary credit that prepare students for careers in disciplines that directly reflect the needs of the regional labor market;

· Effectively align the curricula of secondary and postsecondary programs of study to facilitate a smooth and successful transition from high school to college;

· Incorporate innovative, research-based practices to assure effective learning and skills attainment;

· Provide career information and guidance through the establishment of Personal Learning Plans outlining secondary and postsecondary courses necessary to progress through a program of study in a timely fashion without unnecessary duplication of courses;

· Promote the effective use of technology in delivering high quality career education to as many students as possible within the boundaries of the consortium.
Partners: Stuart Public Schools, Ewing Public Schools, Orchard High School, West Boyd School District, Ewing Public Schools, Niobrara Public School, Clearwater High School, Nebraska Unified District 1, Lynch Public School, Elgin Public School, Wheeler-Central Public Schools, Verdigre Public School, Educational Service Unit #.8 Northeast Community College

Fiscal Agent: Norris Public Schools - $75,000.00

The South East Nebraska Career Academy Partnership program proposed to expand a partnership between ESU #6, regional Nebraska k-12 school districts and Southeast Community College that address high school reform efforts.  This grant will assist in the expansion of the number of career academy curricular offering areas from three to five.  This grant will allow the addition of industrial manufacturing and agricultural business education.  This grant will also assist in efforts to establish an electronic career portfolio available to participating students. 
Partners: Centennial Public Schools, Crete Public Schools, Dorchester Public Schools, Exeter/Milligan Public Schools, Friend Public Schools, Fillmore Central Public Schools, Heartland Community schools, Malcolm Public Schools, McCool Junction Public Schools, Milford Public Schools, Seward Public Schools, Shickley Public Schools, Waverly Public Schools, Wilber/Clatonia Public Schools, York Public Schools
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