TO:

Roger Breed, Ed.D.


Commissioner of Education

FROM:
Bob Beecham, Senior Administrator, Data Services

SUBJECT:   Amendment to the Decision Support System Contract

PROPOSED BOARD ACTION

Authorize the Commissioner to amend the Decision Support System contract with Quilogy Inc to change the scope and Increase the Amount.
BACKGROUND INFORMATION
The Data Reporting System was developed under the State Longitudinal Data System grant program.  The system was funded with the expectation that detailed data from the Nebraska Student and Staff Record System (NSSRS) would be made available to NDE stakeholder, including, NDE staff, policy makers, educators and the public.  The system would allow the user to “control the results of their inquiry by drilling down” into the data.   Like similar websites in other states, NDE would be required protect individual student privacy under the Family Education Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA), NDE would accomplish this by masking data fields with values of less than ten and fields containing 100% of the data (e.g. all children scored in the same quartile of the math assessment).  This is the same procedure utilized in the NDE State of the Schools Report.  

As the scheduled opening of the DRS approached in December, 2009, NDE became aware of recent white papers contending that almost all of the states were violating FERPA regulations by not anticipating the result of every possible search by the user.   Even with masking, the authors of the white papers showed how the identity of an individual student could be derived.  After examining several possible alternatives it was determined that NDE could not open the DRS as originally designed and that additional restrictions would be needed to insure that the identity of an individual student could not be discovered.  

Estimated Cost
$68,650
Supporting Documentation Included:  None. 

For additional information on this item:  Call Bob Beecham (402) (471-4740) or e‑mail bob.beecham@nebraska.gov.
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