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PLEASE NOTE:  Support documentation for agenda items can be accessed through the posted 
Agenda. 

 
NEBRASKA STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION 

Nebraska Department of Education 
Minutes of Meeting 
January 6-7, 2011 

 
MINUTES OF THE WORK SESSION – Thursday, January 6, 2011 
The State Board of Education met for purposes of a work session on Thursday, January 6, 2011, 
beginning at 3:00 p.m.  The session was held at the State Office Building in the State Board Meeting 
Room in Lincoln, Nebraska.  Publicized notice of the session was given by posting notice on the 
Department’s website on the internet; emailed to news media requesting notification and posting a 
copy of the agenda in the Office of the Commissioner of Education, which gave the date, time and 
location of the meeting. 

1. CALL TO ORDER 

1.1 Vice President Jim Scheer called the meeting to order at 3:10 p.m.  Newly-elected Board 
members, Lynn Cronk, Patricia Timm, John Sieler and Molly O’Holleran attended Swearing 
In ceremonies prior to the January Work Session.  Roll call showed the following Board 
members present:  Jim Scheer, Mark Quandahl, Rebecca Valdez, Patricia Timm, Robert 
Evnen, Lynn Cronk, John Sieler, and Molly O’Holleran.  Commissioner Breed was also 
present. 

1.2 Vice President Scheer announced the location of the Open Meetings Act. 

2. REPORTS AND DISCUSSION 

2.1 Legislative Update 

2.1.1 State Legislation – Brian Halstead, Department of Education representative, 
explained the process for reviewing Legislative Bills with the Board.  The Legislative 
Retreat of the Board is scheduled for January 24, 2011, beginning at 8:30 a.m.  Some 
Board meetings are scheduled to coincide with the Education Committee hearing 
schedule.   

2.1.2 Federal Legislation – The ESEA (Elementary and Secondary Education Act) is up 
for reauthorization (NCLB). 

2.2 Standards, Assessment and Accountability 

2.2.1 Pat Roschewski, Department of Education representative, provided an update on the 
NeSA system.   Handout:  Building a Nebraska State Accountability (NeSA) System 

http://www.education.ne.gov/StateBoard/agendas/2011/January_agenda.htm�
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2.2.2 Marilyn Peterson, Department of Education representative, provided an update on 
federal accountability.  Handout:  Healthy, Hunger-Free Kids Act of 2010 (the Act), 
Public Law 111-296 

2.3 Donlynn Rice and Julane Hill, Department of Education representatives, discussed the 
resolution for recognizing February 20-26, 2011, as National Eating Disorders Awareness 
Week in Nebraska Public Schools. 

2.4 Carol Grell, Department of Education representative, discussed proposed revisions to Rule 
41 (92 NAC 41), Regulations for Private Postsecondary Career Schools Authorization to Operate. 

2.5 Carol Grell, Department of Education representative, discussed the proposed revisions to 
Rule 42 (92 NAC 42), Regulations Governing the Registration of Agents for Private Postsecondary 
Career Schools and the Issuance of Certificates of Approval to Recruit. 

2.6 Melody Hobson and Carol Fichter, Department of Education representatives, discussed the 
Memorandum of Understanding between the Nebraska Department of Education and the 
Nebraska Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS) for the use of Child Care and 
Development Block Grant Quality Funds. 

2.7 Freida Lange, Department of Education representative, discussed Rule 10 (92 NAC 10), 
Regulations and Procedures for the Accreditation of Schools.  Handout:  PowerPoint – Rule 10 
“Regulations and Procedures for Accreditation of Schools – Overview” dated January 6, 
2011 

2.8 Freida Lange, Department of Education representative, discussed Rule 14 (92 NAC 14), 
Regulations and Procedures for the Legal Operation of Approved Nonpublic Schools.  Handout:  Rule 10 
and Rule 14 Overview Comparison of Major Differences 

2.10 Donlynn Rice and Tricia Parker, Department of Education representatives, discussed an 
update from the Striving Readers Grant and Nebraska Literacy Team.  Handouts:  Nebraska 
Literacy Team; PowerPoint – Charting the path to improved literacy for all Nebraskans 

2.9 Donlynn Rice, Department of Education representative; and Jim Havelka, Consultant to the 
Nebraska Department of Education, discussed the results of the Educator Effectiveness 
Stakeholders Meeting.  Handout:  PowerPoint:  Educator Effectiveness Stakeholder Meeting 
Report – January 6-7, 2011 

Vice President Scheer adjourned the meeting at 6:00 p.m.   
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MINUTES OF THE MEETING – JANUARY 7, 2011 
The State Board of Education met for purposes of a meeting on Friday, January 7, 2011, beginning 
at 9:00 a.m.  The session was held at the State Office Building, Sixth Floor, in the State Board 
Meeting Room in Lincoln, Nebraska.  Publicized notice of the session was given by posting notice 
on the Department’s website on the internet; emailed to news media requesting notification and 
posting a copy of the agenda in the Office of the Commissioner of Education, which gave the date, 
time and location of the meeting. 

1. CALL TO ORDER  

1.1 Roll Call 

Vice President Jim Scheer called the meeting to order at 9:05 a.m.  Roll call showed the 
following members present:  Jim Scheer, Molly O’Holleran, Patricia Timm, John Sieler, 
Robert Evnen, Lynn Cronk, Mark Quandahl, and Rebecca Valdez. Commissioner Breed was 
also present.   

1.2 Vice President Scheer led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
1.3 Vice President Scheer announced the placement of the Open Meetings Act. 
 
2. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES 
 

Motion by Molly O’Holleran, second by Patricia Timm:  To approve the minutes of the 
December 7-8, 2010, Board meeting as published. 
 
Voting Yes: Cronk, Scheer, Quandahl, Valdez, Sieler, Timm, O’Holleran, Evnen 

The motion passed. 

Vice President Scheer expressed condolences on behalf of the State Board of Education to 
the Millard South High School faculty, staff, students and parents for the tragic shooting 
which took place on January 5, 2011. 

Vice President Scheer welcomed new Board members, Lynn Cronk, John Sieler, and Molly 
O’Holleran. 

2011 ORGANIZATON OF THE STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION 

Motion by Robert Evnen, second by Patricia Timm:  That the term of office is set at one 
year. 
 
Voting Yes: Cronk, Scheer, Quandahl, Valdez, Sieler, Timm, O’Holleran, Evnen 

 
The motion passed. 
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Motion by Robert Evnen, second by Rebecca Valdez:  That the vote be cast using secret 
ballot, the results announced, and that the ballots destroyed. 
 
Voting Yes: Cronk, Scheer, Quandahl, Valdez, Sieler, Timm, O’Holleran, Evnen 

The motion passed. 
 

Vice President Scheer opened the floor for nominations for President. 
 
Robert Evnen nominated Jim Scheer.  There being no further nominations, the nominations 
were closed. 
 
Vice President Scheer appointed Margaret Worth and Lora Sypal to disseminate, collect and 
count the ballots. 
 
Results of the vote for President of the State Board:  8 votes for Jim Scheer 
 
Jim Scheer was elected to serve as President of the Board for one year. 
 
President Jim Scheer opened the floor for nominations for Vice President. 
 
Rebecca Valdez nominated Robert Evnen.  There being no further nominations, the 
nominations were closed. 
 
Motion by Rebecca Valdez, second by Molly O’Holleran:  To conduct the voting by voice. 
 
Voting Yes: Cronk, Scheer, Quandahl, Valdez, Sieler, Timm, O’Holleran, Evnen 

The motion passed. 

Roll Call results of the vote for Robert Evnen as Vice President of the State Board” 
 
Voting Yes: Cronk, Scheer, Quandahl, Valdez, Sieler, Timm, O’Holleran, Evnen 

Robert Evnen was elected to serve as Vice President of the Board for one year. 
 
 President Scheer announced Board Committee Assignments as follows: 
 

Policy Committee Patricia Timm (Chair), Robert Evnen, Lynn Cronk, John 
Sieler 

Accountability Committee Robert Evnen (Chair), Rebecca Valdez, Mark Quandahl, 
Molly O’Holleran 

Legislative Committee Mark Quandahl (Chair), Jim Scheer, Rebecca Valdez, Molly 
O’Holleran 
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3. APPROVAL OF AGENDA for January 7, 2011 
 
 Motion by Patricia Timm, second by Robert Evnen:  To approve the agenda as published. 
 

Voting Yes: Cronk, Scheer, Quandahl, Valdez, Sieler, Timm, O’Holleran, Evnen 

The motion passed. 

4. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

Renee Hyde, representing the Nebraska Association of School Personnel Administrators, 
spoke to the topic of Educator Effectiveness. 

7. ACTION ITEMS 
  
7.1 Motion by Molly O’Holleran, second by Patricia Timm:  To approve a Hearing Draft of 

Rule 41 (92 NAC 41), Regulations for Private Postsecondary Career Schools Authorization to Operate 
and to grant authority for the Commissioner to set a hearing date and time and appoint a 
hearing official to conduct a hearing on behalf of the State Board. 

 
Voting Yes: Cronk, Scheer, Quandahl, Valdez, Sieler, Timm, O’Holleran, Evnen 

The motion passed. 

7.2 Motion by Rebecca Valdez, second by Robert Evnen:  To approve a hearing draft of rule 42 
(92 NAC 42), Regulations Governing the Registration of Agents for Private Postsecondary Career Schools 
and the Issuance of Certificates of Approval to Recruit, and grant authority for the Commissioner to 
set a hearing date and time and appoint a hearing official to conduct a hearing on behalf of 
the State Board. 

 
The motion passed. 

7.3 Motion by Patricia Timm, second by Mark Quandahl:  To grant the Commissioner the 
authority to enter into a memorandum of understanding between the Nebraska Department 
of Education and the Nebraska Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS) for the 
use of Child Care and Development Block Grant Quality Funds 

 
Voting Yes: Cronk, Scheer, Quandahl, Valdez, Sieler, Timm, O’Holleran, Evnen 

6. EXECUTIVE SESSION 

Motion by Robert Evnen, second by Patricia Timm:  To move into Executive Session to 
deliberate and receive advice from legal counsel regarding contested cases. 

Voting Yes: Cronk, Scheer, Quandahl, Valdez, Sieler, Timm, O’Holleran, Evnen 
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The motion passed.  At 9:45 a.m., the Board moved into Executive Session to deliberate and receive 
advice from legal counsel regarding contested cases. 

Motion by Robert Evnen, second by Patricia Timm:  To adjourn the Executive Session and 
return to the business meeting of the Board. 

Voting Yes: Cronk, Scheer, Quandahl, Valdez, Sieler, Timm, O’Holleran, Evnen 

The motion passed.  At 10:00 a.m., the board adjourned the Executive Session and returned to the 
business meeting of the Board. 

7. ACTION ITEMS 
 
7.4 Motion by Lynn Cronk, second by Molly O’Holleran:  That in Kramer v. Emerson-Hubbard 

Community Schools, NDE Case No. 10-14, this Board adopt the Findings of Fact, Conclusions 
of Law and the Recommendation of the Hearing Officer to overturn the Respondent School 
District’s decision denying Petitioner’s option enrollment application and to approve 
Petitioner’s application, and to adopt the Final Order proposed by Legal Counsel.   

 
Voting Yes: Cronk, Scheer, Quandahl, Valdez, Sieler, Timm, O’Holleran, Evnen 

The motion passed. 

7.5 Motion by Patricia Timm, second by Robert Evnen:  That in Kramer v. Emerson-Hubbard 
Community Schools, NDE Case No. 10-13, this Board adopt the Findings of Fact, Conclusions 
of Law and the Recommendation of the Hearing Officer to overturn the Respondent School 
District’s decision denying Petitioner’s option enrollment application and to approve 
Petitioner’s application, and to adopt the Final Order proposed by Legal Counsel. 

 
Voting Yes: Cronk, Scheer, Quandahl, Valdez, Sieler, Timm, O’Holleran, Evnen 

The motion passed. 

7.6 Motion by Molly O’Holleran, second by Patricia Timm:  To approve the Resolution as 
amended for recognizing the last week of February as National Eating Disorders Awareness 
Week in Nebraska Public Schools. 

 
Voting Yes: Cronk, Scheer, Quandahl, Valdez, Sieler, Timm, O’Holleran, Evnen 

The motion passed. 

7.7 Motion by Patricia Timm, second by Molly O’Holleran:  To approve the development of 
Teacher and Principal Standards for Educator Effectiveness. 

 
Voting Yes: Cronk, Scheer, Quandahl, Valdez, Sieler, Timm, O’Holleran, Evnen 

The motion passed. 
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8. CONSENT AGENDA 

 
Motion by Rebecca Valdez, second by Robert Evnen:  To approve the Consent Agenda as 
published. 
 
Voting Yes: Cronk, Scheer, Quandahl, Valdez, Sieler, Timm, O’Holleran, Evnen 

The motion passed. 

9.0 SPECIAL PRESENTATION AND DISCUSSIONS 
 

Commissioner Breed recognized Gary Sherman for receiving the Heritage Award from the 
National Association of State Directors of Special Education (NASDSE) 
 
Motion by Robert Evnen, second by Patricia Timm:  To adopt the Resolution recognizing 
Gary Sherman.   
 
Voting Yes: Cronk, Scheer, Quandahl, Valdez, Sieler, Timm, O’Holleran, Evnen 

The motion passed. 

10. BOARD REPORTS, DATES AND DISCUSSION ITEMS 
 

Commissioner Breed advised the Board of the following dates: 
 
 April 5, 7:30 a.m. Breakfast with Governor Heineman at the Governor’s Residence 
 April 5   Lunch following the Board meeting with NASCD 
 January 24, 8:30 a.m. State Board Legislative Retreat 
 January 24, 11:30 a.m. Accountability Committee to meet at NDE 
 
There being no further business to come before the Board, President Scheer adjourned the meeting 
at 10:45 a.m. 
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RESOLUTION 
Eating Disorders Education and Awareness 

 
WHEREAS, the Nebraska State Board of Education (the “Board”) is firmly committed to a quality 
education and improving the health and well-being of all Nebraska students; and 
 
WHEREAS, eating disorders such as anorexia nervosa, bulimia nervosa, and binge eating disorders include 
attitudes and behaviors surrounding weight and food issues, extreme emotions, and can have life-threatening 
consequences for both females and males; and 
 
WHEREAS, ten million women and one million men across the country, primarily teens and young adults,  
are battling illnesses such as anorexia nervosa and bulimia nervosa, and millions more are suffering from 
binge eating disorders; and 
 
WHEREAS, among Nebraska high school students trying to lose weight, more than one in four have used a 
high risk weight loss method (fasting, supplements without a doctors’ advice, or vomiting/laxative use) to try 
and lose weight; and 
 
WHEREAS, eating disorders are more commonly diagnosed in females and males and more often during 
adolescence and early childhood with some children as young as 7-8 years old; and 
 
WHEREAS, anorexia nervosa, bulimia nervosa, and compulsive overeating are problems which are 
misunderstood, stigmatized and undertreated; feelings of  shame, guilt, and misunderstanding often afflict a 
person who suffers from an eating disorder and prevent the treatment of the disorder; and  
 
WHEREAS, eating disorders can profoundly affect a child’s ability to learn by affecting a child’s cognitive 
functioning due to poor nutrition; and 
 
WHEREAS, a child’s cognitive function will also be affected by the mental disorders that often coexist with 
an eating disorder, including anxiety, depression, and obsessive-compulsive disorder; and  
 
WHEREAS, eating disorders are treatable when diagnosed and positive action is taken: Now, therefore, be it 
 
Resolved, That the Nebraska State Board of Education encourages: 

1) Increasing public awareness of eating disorders and the prevention of those disorders; 
2) Promoting healthful eating and exercise habits and a healthy body image; 
3) Providing awareness to all Nebraska educators on professional development available 

through the National Education Eating Disorders Association Educator Toolkit 
www.nationaleatingdisorders.org/information-resources/educator-toolkit.php at no cost to 
the school districts; and 

4) Recognizing the last week of February each year as National Eating Disorders Awareness 
Week in Nebraska public schools. 

 
Resolved further, that pursuant to Board policy requiring the establishment of a sunset date for Board 
resolutions, this resolution shall be of no further force or effect on and after the fourth annual anniversary 
date after its adoption.   
 
______1/7/2011____________    __/s/ Jim Scheer
Date       President, State Board of Education 

________________________ 

http://www.nationaleatingdisorders.org/information-resources/educator-toolkit.php�
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RESOLUTION 
NEBRASKA STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION 

RECOGNITION OF GARY SHERMAN 
 
WHEREAS, Gary Sherman has contributed significantly to the quality of education provided by 
Nebraska schools,  
 
WHEREAS, Gary Sherman has performed his duties with integrity, dedication and caring, 
 
WHEREAS, Gary Sherman has provided leadership and guidance as Director of Special Education 
to generations of Nebraska teachers and administrators in the area of serving students with 
disabilities,  
  
AND WHEREAS, Gary Sherman, serving in his 40th year with the Nebraska Department of 
Education, was recently recognized for excellence of service by the National Association of State 
Directors of Special Education. 
  
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Nebraska State Board of Education recognizes 
Gary Sherman’s contributions and service to Nebraska students, and 
 
THAT the Nebraska State Board of Education Members express their collective appreciation and 
admiration for his leadership and for his dedication to special education educators and students. 
 
On behalf of the State Board of Education this 7th day of January, 2011. 
 
 
      ___/s/ Jim Scheer
      President 

_______________________ 

      Nebraska State Board of Education 
 

 




