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PLEASE NOTE:  Support documentation for agenda items can be accessed through the posted 
Agenda. 

 
NEBRASKA STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION 

Nebraska Department of Education 
Minutes of Legislative Retreat 

January 24, 2011 
 

MINUTES OF THE LEGISLATIVE RETREAT – Monday, January 24, 2011 
The State Board of Education met for purposes of a legislative retreat on Monday, January 24, 2011, 
beginning at 8:30 a.m.  The retreat was held at the State Office Building in the State Board Meeting 
Room in Lincoln, Nebraska.  Publicized notice of the retreat was given by posting notice on the 
Department’s website on the internet; emailed to news media requesting notification and posting a 
copy of the agenda in the Office of the Commissioner of Education, which gave the date, time and 
location of the meeting. 

1. CALL TO ORDER 

1.1 President Jim Scheer called the meeting to order at 8:42 a.m.  Roll call showed the following 
Board members present:  Jim Scheer, Mark Quandahl, Rebecca Valdez, Patricia Timm, 
Robert Evnen, Lynn Cronk, John Sieler, and Molly O’Holleran.  Commissioner Breed was 
also present. 

1.2 President Scheer announced the location of the Open Meetings Act.  President Scheer led 
the Pledge of Allegiance. 

2. APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA 

Motion by Molly O’Holleran, second by Rebecca Valdez:  To approve the Agenda as 
published. 

Voting Yes: Cronk, Scheer, Quandahl, Valdez, Sieler, Timm, O’Holleran, Evnen 

The motion passed. 

3. REVIEW OF 2011 PROPOSED STATE LEGISLATION  

President Scheer turned the meeting over to Board Member Mark Quandahl as Chair of the 
Legislative Committee.   
  
Brian Halstead, Department of Education representative, reviewed the following bills with 
the State Board for possible action: 
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LB 18 – Provide for distribution of allocations from the federal Education Jobs Fund 
LB 18 was heard on January 18 and is now on Select File pending debate this week.  No action was 
taken by the Board. 
 
LB 123 – Provide for disciplinary actions and policies relating to cyber-bullying 
LB 123 was heard on January 18. 
 

Motion by Robert Evnen, second by John Sieler:  To indicate a neutral position on LB 123, 
by letter from the State Board President, and requesting input on policy and inclusions if the 
bill is advanced.  The Board supports including a cyber bullying definition in school safety 
plans and staff training on the nature of cyber bullying.  The Board opposes the expansion 
of authority by school officials for disciplinary action as cited in LB 123. 

 
Voting Yes: Cronk, Scheer, Quandahl, Valdez, Sieler, Timm, O’Holleran, Evnen 

The motion passed. 

LB 333 – Change allocation provisions relating to the Education Innovation Fund 
 

Motion by Robert Evnen, second by Patricia Timm:  To support LB 333 with Board 
testimony.  The State Board also reserves the opportunity to discuss and refine the proposals 
contained in LB 333 with the Education Committee in line with the State Board’s mission to 
improve student achievement in our state. 

 
Voting Yes: Cronk, Scheer, Quandahl, Valdez, Sieler, Timm, O’Holleran, Evnen 

The motion passed. 

LB 130 - Provide for adjustment of formula need in calculation of state aid to schools. 
LB 235 – Change provisions relating to state aid to schools 
LB 236 – Change provisions relating to state aid to schools 
 

Motion by Jim Scheer, second by Molly O’Holleran:  To take neutral positions on LB 130, 
LB 235 and LB 236 with staff providing technical support. 

 
Voting Yes: Scheer, Quandahl, Valdez, Sieler, Timm, O’Holleran, Evnen 
Absent:  Cronk 

 
The motion passed. 

 
At 9:55 a.m., the President Scheer called for a break.  The meeting resumed at 10:10 a.m. 
 
LB 247 – Adopt the Classrooms First Act 
No action taken. 
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LB 148 –Exclude lobbying expenses from the definition of general fund operating expenditures for 
state aid to education purposes 
No action taken. 
 
LB 273 – Change the Tax Equity and Educational Opportunities Support Act to provide for 
converted contracts and converted contract option students 
No action taken. 
 
LB 287 – Change provisions relating to summer school and early childhood summer sessions 
No action taken. 
 
LB 364 – Change provisions relating to calculation of state aid to schools 
No action taken. 
 
LB 440 – Change adjusted-valuation provisions within the Tax Equity and Educational 
Opportunities Support Act 
No action taken. 
 
LB 531 – Change permissible budget reserves for schools 
No action taken. 
 
LB 637 – Adopt the Postsecondary Institution Act and change provisions relating to the 
Coordinating Commission for Postsecondary Education 
 

Motion by Molly O’Holleran, second by Patricia Timm:  To support LB 637 with staff 
testimony. 

  
Voting Yes: Cronk, Scheer, Quandahl, Valdez, Sieler, Timm, O’Holleran, Evnen 

 
The motion passed. 

 
LB 657 – Change and eliminate postsecondary education student residency provisions 
 

Motion by Jim Scheer, second by Molly O’Holleran:  To oppose LB 657 with a letter from 
the Board. 

 
Voting Yes: Cronk, Scheer, Valdez, Timm, O’Holleran 
Voting No: Quandahl, Sieler, Evnen 

 
The motion passed. 

 
LB 149 – Adopt the Blind Persons Literacy Rights and Education Act 
 

Motion by Robert Evnen, second by Jim Scheer:  To express neutrality on LB 149 by a letter 
from the Board stating support for the literacy component regarding teacher fluency in 
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reading/writing Braille.  The Board does not support the fiscal impact on the Department of 
Education and the fiscal impact on sparsely populated areas in our state. 

 
Voting Yes: Cronk, Scheer, Quandahl, Valdez, Sieler, Timm, O’Holleran, Evnen 

 
The motion passed. 

 
LB 192 – Require school districts to offer instruction in sexual health education 
 

Motion by Robert Evnen, second by John Sieler:  To oppose LB 192 with a letter from the 
Board stating that this decision is best left to local school boards of education. 

 
Voting Yes: Cronk, Scheer, Quandahl, Valdez, Sieler, Timm, O’Holleran, Evnen 

 
The motion passed. 

 
LB 204 – Require blood-lead testing prior to enrollment in school 
 

Motion by Jim Scheer, second by John Sieler:  To oppose LB 204 with a letter from the 
Board indicating that the requirements do not cover all students; is an additional burden to 
local districts to maintain records of students; causes a financial cost to families; is contrary 
to CDC recommendations, and that the past decade indicates the presence of EMB among 
Medicaid eligible children has fallen. 

 
Voting Yes: Cronk, Scheer, Quandahl, Valdez, Sieler, Timm, O’Holleran, Evnen 

The motion passed. 

LB 313 – Adopt the Tobacco-Free Schools Act and change school accreditation provisions 
 

Motion by Robert Evnen, second by Molly O’Holleran:  To oppose LB 313 by a letter from 
the Board referencing the Board’s Comprehensive Health Policy and that this matter is best 
left to the sound discretion of school districts. 
 

Voting Yes: Cronk, Scheer, Quandahl, Valdez, Sieler, Timm, O’Holleran, Evnen 

The motion passed. 

LB 312 – Adopt the Brain Injury Act to provide ongoing support for veterans with brain injury 
 

Motion by Patricia Timm, second by Jim Scheer:  To support LB 312 with staff testimony 
and a letter from the Board. 
 

Voting Yes: Cronk, Scheer, Quandahl, Valdez, Sieler, Timm, O’Holleran, Evnen 

The motion passed. 
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President Scheer asked that additional time be placed on the February Board agenda to continue the 
review of state legislative bills.  There being no further business to come before the Board, the 
meeting adjourned at 11:30 a.m. 
 
 




