
TO:  Matthew L. Blomstedt, Ph.D. 
  Commissioner of Education 

FROM: Margaret Worth, General Counsel and Gary Sherman, Administrator of the Office of Special Education

SUBJECT: Gift to the Nebraska Center for the Education of Children who are Blind or Visually Impaired (NCECBVI)

Proposed Board Action:
Accept a gift of $85,000 from the estate of Lyle Dean Jay to the Nebraska Center for the Education of Children who are 
Blind or Visually Impaired to further the mission and purpose of the Center.  

Background Information:

Pursuant to Neb. Rev. Stat. 79-318(13), the State Board may accept gifts to the NCECBVI if, in its judgement, the gift is 
for the best interest of the Center or students receiving services from the center, or both.  The Department recently 
received a gift to the NCECBVI in the form of a check for $85,000 from the estate of Lyle Dean Jay.  The gift is intended to 
further the mission and purpose of the NCECBVI.  As stated in 79-11,110, the purpose of the NCECBVI is to provide 
special education services for persons not to exceed twenty-one years of age who are blind or visually impaired to such 
an extent that they cannot receive services in the public schools of this state.  In addition, Section 79-11,110 specifies 
that the Center shall be the state resource center for all special education programs for children who are blind or 
visually impaired in Nebraska and shall provide services such as instructional materials and technology support, 
assessment and evaluation services, teacher training and professional development, summer and weekend programs, 
residential services, center-based programs, public school combination programs, local public school support, and 
consultation services to school districts and educational service unites. 
Mr. Gary Sherman, Administrator of the Office of Special Education, recommends acceptance of this gift as being in the 
best interest of the Center and its students. 
An additional gift may be made pending collection on a promissory note held by Mr. Jay's estate.

Estimated Cost:

Minimal accounting costs.

Supporting Documentation Included:

Correspondence and Court Order

For Additional Information on this item:

Margaret Worth, General Counsel (402) 471-0312
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