
TO:  Matthew L. Blomstedt, Ph.D. 
  Commissioner of Education 

FROM: Gary Sherman, Beth Wierda, Carol McClain - Office of Special Education

SUBJECT: Discuss Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) Part B (ages 3-21) and Part C (below age 3) 
Annual Applications and Related Items

Proposed Board Action:
Discuss Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) Part B (ages 3-21) and Part C (below age 3) Annual 
Applications and Related Items

Background Information:

To receive IDEA funding, NDE must submit an annual application to OSEP for Part B (approx. $76,200,000) and Part C 
(approx. $2,600,000). Both applications require NDE to ensure that state policies for children with disabilities, including 
statutes and regulations, are consistent with federal regulations (Part B - 34 CFR Part 300; Part C - 34 CFR Part 303). 
Both applications require public participation including ensuring circulation of applications throughout the State, 
publication of the applications for at least 60 days prior to the submission date (Part B - 5/12/14; Part C - 4/21/14) and 
accepting public comment for at least 30 days during that 60-day publication period. 
The Part B application includes reporting of data for the two most recent years on the amount of state financial support 
for special education and related services for children with disabilities (certified by the state budget officer - Gerry 
Oligmueller), a description of the use of Part B funds for State administration and State-level activities as well as the 
revised NDE Rule 51. 
The Part C application includes a description of the use of Part C funds and the new NDE Rule 52. The Part C Co-Lead 
Agency, the Nebraska Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS), will hold public hearings and accept 
comments in January on the Services Coordination Manual for Infants/Toddlers with Disabilities (480 NAC Chapter 3) 
which will also become part of the application. Additionally, the Co-Lead agencies must meet the public participation 
requirements which includes holding public hearings and allowing for comment on new policies not included in either 
NDE Rule 52 or the DHHS Services Coordination Manual which are: 1) System of Payment; 2) Transition Agreement; 
and 3) ChildFind System including Central Directory and Public Awareness. These public hearings/comment period are 
being arranged for January/February. All new policies and procedures, including NDE Rule 52 and the DHHS Services 
Coordination Manual, require approval by OSEP.

Estimated Cost:

Approx. $250 for public hearings on policies not included in NDE Rule 52 and DHHS Services Coordination Manual and 
associated printing costs.

Supporting Documentation Included:

Revised NDE Rule 51 and new NDE Rule 52 included in the previous Work Session items.
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For Additional Information on this item:

Gary Sherman, gary.sherman @nebraska.gov or 402-471-2471 
Beth Wierda, beth.wierda@nebraska.gov or 402-471-2471
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