
TO:  Roger Breed, Ed.D. 
  Commissioner of Education 

FROM: Valorie Foy

SUBJECT: Technical Advisory Committee  Attendee Selection

Proposed Board Action:

Background Information:

Meeting Particpation:  The member of the State Board of Education who was attending the TAC meetings is no longer on 
the board; selecting a new attendee is recommended.

Estimated Cost:

0

Supporting Documentation Included:

Nebraska Technical Advisory Committee 
 
The Technical Advisory Committee is a group appointed by Governor Heineman to provide technical support to the 
assessment department at NDE. The group provides input into Nebraska topics on the data, research, and national 
practices related to large-scale assessment and accountability. We meet once or twice a year, with meetings typically 
running 8:30-3:30 or so.  The committee is made up of five members: 
•      Chairperson-  Brian Gong, Executive Director of The National Center for the Improvement of Educational Assessment 
•      Richard Sawyer, Sr. Research Scientist at ACT 
•      Wayne Camara, Vice-President of Research & Development at the College Board  
•      Linda Poole, teacher at Papillion-LaVista and school board member at Millard Public Schools 
•      Frank Harwood, Superintendent of Schools at Bellevue Public Schools 
 
The meetings are subject to the Open Meetings Act and are generally attended by a State Board of Education member, 
many team leaders from the Nebraska Department of Education, Dr. Breed and Dr. Swisher. Agendas are developed over 
time and are usually released with supporting documents one week before the scheduled meeting. The next scheduled 
meeting is December 4, 2013; the spring 2014 meeting date has not yet been scheduled. 
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Nebraska Technical Advisory Committee 
 
The Technical Advisory Committee is a group appointed by Governor 
Heineman to provide technical support to the assessment department at 
NDE. The group provides input into Nebraska topics on the data, research, 
and national practices related to large-scale assessment and 
accountability. We meet once or twice a year, with meetings typically 
running 8:30-3:30 or so.  The committee is made up of five members: 

•      Chairperson-  Brian Gong, Executive Director of The National Center for the 
Improvement of Educational Assessment 

•      Richard Sawyer, Sr. Research Scientist at ACT 
•      Wayne Camara, Vice-President of Research & Development at the College 

Board  
•      Linda Poole, teacher at Papillion-LaVista and school board member at 

Millard Public Schools 
•      Frank Harwood, Superintendent of Schools at Bellevue 
 

The meetings are subject to the Open Meetings Act and are generally 
attended by a State Board of Education member, many team leaders from 
the Nebraska Department of Education, Dr. Breed and Dr. Swisher. 
Agendas are developed over time and are usually released with supporting 
documents one week before the scheduled meeting. The next scheduled 
meeting is December 4, 2013; the spring 2014 meeting date has not yet 
been scheduled. 
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