
TO:  Roger Breed, Ed.D. 
  Commissioner of Education 

FROM: Sharon Katt, Administrator, Adult Program Services

SUBJECT: Coordinating Commission for Postsecondary Education Contract

Proposed Board Action:

Grant the Commissioner the authority to contract with the Nebraska Coordinating Commission for Postsecondary 
Education (CCPE) to conduct research regarding the ACT District Choice Pilot Study.

Background Information:

During the March 8, 2011 meeting, the State Board approved a resolution to support and monitor a three-year pilot of an 
ACT district choice school-day program for participating school districts beginning in 2012, and to analyze resulting data.  
The purpose of this contract is to support research to address two broad questions:  1) Would ACT be an appropriate 
measure of college readiness; and 2) Does the administration of the ACT to all eleventh graders in pilot districts impact 
college going rates? 
 
Components of the research project will include:  design of the study; development/dissemination of student and school 
personnel survey instruments and descriptive study materials; data analysis, and preparation reports for the State Board 
and Education Committee of the Legislature. 
 
Because of their interest in college readiness and college going rates, the Coordinating Commission for Postsecondary 
Education (CCPE) has expressed a willingness to do the study in cooperation with the Gallup Organization.  A meeting to 
discuss contract specifics will be held June 28, 2012 and further details will be provided to the Board at the July 10, 2012 
meeting. 
 
A portion of funds available to support this effort must be expended by September 30, 2012.  With the Board's action to 
grant the Commissioner the authority to contract with the CCPE, a contract will be implemented as soon as possible after 
the July 11, 2012 Board Meeting.   

Estimated Cost:

It is estimated the cost will be between $55,000 and $75,000.  

Supporting Documentation Included:

Nebraska State Board of Education Resolution Regarding the Three-Year District Choice Act Pilot Study (Passed March 8, 
2011) 
2011-12 Fall Membership Counts, Percent Free/Reduced-Price Lunch Eligible, and Percents by Race/Ethnicity 
2011-12 Fall Membership Counts, Grade 11 
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For Additional Information on this item:

Sharon Katt, sharon.katt@nebraska.gov, 402.471.2405
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