
TO:  Roger Breed, Ed.D. 
  Commissioner of Education 

FROM: Donlynn Rice, Administrator Curriculum Instruction and Innovation 
Mary Duffy, Director High Ability Learning - Visual and Performing Arts Liaison

SUBJECT: Presentation - Nebraska Arts Council and Arts Educators 

Proposed Board Action:

None - Presentation - Nebraska Arts Council and Arts Educators 

Background Information:

It's been a decade since the Department of Education has had a Director of Visual and Performing Arts.  The Nebraska 
Framework for Visual and Performing Arts was written in 1996 and the Essential Learnings for the same content area(s) 
were developed in 1998.  During that time the world and schools have changed significantly.  An entire generation of 
students has moved through the K-12 system.   Without a director on staff,  little or no guidance has been provided from 
NDE on how to best meet the changing needs of students, teachers, and schools.  One thing that has stayed constant is the 
research showing how student engagement in the arts increases student achievement and has a positive impact on 
keeping youth in schools.  The Nebraska Arts Council has been a strong partner over the years keeping NDE current on the 
latest developments in arts education.  The NAC as well as other Nebraska professional associations for the arts have 
provided professional development for classroom teachers and opportunities for students whenever possible.  They are 
also aware of the need to update our standards to provide guidance to teachers and schools.  They are willing to assist with 
this process. 
 
This presentation will focus on the current state of Arts education in Nebraska, present a classroom teacher's view, and 
offer an opportunity to collaborate on the development of a set of revised standards for the fine arts. 
 
 

Estimated Cost:

Up to $20,000 - general funds

Supporting Documentation Included:

None
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