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1 The NeBooks Project is a 
new project being led by 
the Nebraska Department 
of Education.

NeBooks Project

08.09.12 State Board of Education Work Session 2.13-2



Key Ideas

1. Produce high quality eBooks 

2. Partnerships with content partners

3. Free access to finished eBooks
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Project Overview

   The NeBooks Project is a partnership between schools, state agencies 
and non-profit organizations across Nebraska for the common purpose 
of providing quality instructional materials. The initial focus of this project 
will be creating Nebraska focused eBooks for use in teaching the 4th 
grade Nebraska History requirements. 

   One tier of the project is to work with K-12 educators and students 
across Nebraska to develop eBooks on locally relevant Social Studies 
topics. The research and content development can be completed by any 
grade level, however the finished materials should be developed for use 
by 4th grade level students. After the initial development period (2012-
2013 school year) we will look at expanding the project to a larger audi-
ence.

  

    Another tier of the project is to work with other Nebraska state agen-
cies that create educational content for use by Nebraska citizens. An ex-
ample of this would be bring the Nebraska State Games and Parks in as 
a partner and develop iBooks around the Nebraska wildlife and natural 
resources. Another possible partnership is with the Nebraska Historical 
Society with the project to bring the historical content they have to a 
much larger audience.

Section 1

Overview

GALLERY 1.1 iBook Download directions
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  The final tier of the project is to partner with the Pre-Service teacher 
programs across the state to have iBook content creation be a part of 
the methods courses. 

  All materials created with this Partnership will be provided free of 
charge to any interested Nebraska school teacher. The teacher will be 
able to select the relevant topics for their lessons and can have the con-
tent on as many iPad’s as necessary.

Content Expectations
  When thinking about possible topics your class could cover it is impor-
tant to limit your content to one main topic. Your topic of choice should 
fit into one of these four main themes: People, Places, Economics, or 
Events.

Materials Requested

   When completing a book for the NeBooks project it is important to 

consider what type of materials you can/want to include in the book. 
The first and most important piece will be the script. The text to include 
in your book should be in a Word, Pages or Rich Text format. 

   After the script is completed it is time for the important content. The 
real power of this format is in the interactive content, this means we 
would like to have photos and videos related to your topic. We also ask 
that you consider providing other related graphics, such as a map re-
lated to your topic. These graphics should be in a .gif, .jpg or .png for-
mat. If you have a student who is able to create three-dimensional 
graphics related to your book these may also be submitted for inclu-
sion. 

   The finale item requested is an evaluation for your topic. Please be 
sure that the questions are written for the various levels of Blooms Tax-
onomy. The evaluation should be submitted in a pdf, Word, Pages or 
PDF format. 

INTERACTIVE 1.1 The NeBooks Project Presentation

follow us on Twitter:  @nebooksproject
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Submission

! Upon completion of your development of the materials there are a 

couple ways to submit the content. If you want to create the iBook using 
iBook Author you may submit the finished iBook Authoring file to the Ne-
Books Project. 

         If you’re not a Mac school but would still like to contribute you may. 
Submit all of your compiled materials in an electronic format to the Ne-
Books Project via e-mail, cd or other pre-arranged method. This is some-
thing you can work with the Project coordinator to arrange.

Ownership
   The Nebraska Department of Education will take the iBook and be-
come the administrator for the distribution of the completed iBook using 
the Apple iBook distribution tool and the iTunes U Course Manager tool. 
Once submitted to the NeBooks Project the submitting agency gives full 
rights to NDE and the NeBooks Project. Creation credit will be given to 
the submitting agency.

Copyright Materials
      Any iBook submitted to the NeBooks Project must not contain any 
copyrighted materials. If there is copyrighted materials included in the 
iBook the submitting agency must have a release allowing the use of  
the materials at no charge. The release must be one that allows for distri-
bution of the materials. Please model good digital citizenship when creat-
ing this content. Absolutely no commercial content will be allowed in any 
project books no matter how short the content is.

     If you provide pictures or interviews of people in your iBook it is your 
responsibility to have a signed release from the person allowing their 
image/video to be included in the eBook. If you need a sample release 
form, please contact us and we will provide you with one.

INTERACTIVE 1.3 1:1 Mobile device initiatives

This map shows the 1:1 mobile device adoptions that NDE is 
aware of

INTERACTIVE 1.2 The Official NeBooks 
Project Twitter feed.
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INTERACTIVE 1.4 Sign-Up as a Partner

Please complete this google form if you would be inter-
ested in having your class create an iBook for the Ne-
Books Project.

Image created in Google Sketch Up Pro and ex-
ported to iBook Author.

INTERACTIVE 1.5 Sample 3d Image
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Created in Partnership with:

The NeBooks Project Coordinator:

Brent Gaswick, NDE
brent.gaswick@nebraska.gov
301 Centennial Mall S
Lincoln, Ne 68509
(402) 471 - 3503
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