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Nebraska State Board of Education Policy: Accountability Reporting 

Purpose for Reporting 
 
The State Board of Education believes that reporting public school performance to the 
local and statewide community is critical to improving the quality of education in 
Nebraska.  Local and state reports should provide the basis for:   
 
 ● Improving schools and improving student achievement 
 ● Informing the public about the performance of schools and students 
 
Districts should design and issue local reports that best communicate with their 
communities.  However, some consistency in data gathered and uniformity in 
reporting by all districts will best inform Nebraskans about the educational 
performance of their schools and will support local and state level decision-making for 
continued improvement of student learning. 
 
Therefore, it is the intent of the State Board that the following sections of this policy 
guide the continued implementation of accountability reporting and that the 
Department initiate any needed regulations, staff development, or other appropriate 
procedures and actions.  
 
STATEWIDE REPORTING 
 
The Department of Education will annually issue a State of the Schools Report 
containing information about all school districts and buildings, including data listed in 
the following paragraphs.  The report will provide ratings of each district based upon 
student performance in achieving standards, quality of assessments, and improvement 
over time.  The report will not list school districts or buildings in a rank order.    
 
COLLECTION AND REPORTING  
Local school districts will annually collect and report data to their local communities 
and to the Nebraska Department of Education.  Data to be collected will be 
determined by the Department and will include, but not be limited to, data regarding: 
 

● Student performance on academic content standards (as specified in the 
State Board approved reporting schedule). 

● Student performance on standardized norm-referenced tests in reading 
and mathematics. 

● District and building demographics. 
● Curriculum information. 
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● Teacher information, including teacher qualifications. 
● Financial information. 
● School improvement goals and progress. 

 
REPORTING OF STUDENT PERFORMANCE DATA 
 
Student performance data will be reported according to the following criteria: 
 

● District/Building Reports.  Districts will report performance of all 
students in designated content areas and grades or grade levels to NDE 
by district and building. 

 
● Disaggregation of Data.  To assist in determining local and state progress 

in areas of special need, data will be reported by subgroup 
(disaggregated), for students and teachers.  Subgroups will be reported by 
such categories as needed to fulfill reporting state and federal 
requirements or to support school improvement. 

 
● Confidentiality of Information.  Districts will report to NDE for all 

designated grades and all buildings having the specified reporting grades.  
However, if grades or subgroups have fewer than 10 students in the 
group being reported, the performance for the group will not be reported 
publicly but will be included in the statewide aggregated reports.  No 
individual student or teacher data will be publicly reported. 

 
ASSESSMENT AND REPORTING SCHEDULE 
 
All school districts will report to the Department student performance on state 
approved standards for reading, speaking, listening; mathematics; science; and social 
studies according to a schedule established by the State Board of Education.  The 
schedule will continue to be phased in through 2006-07. 
 
ASSURING QUALITY OF DATA 
 
It is essential that data collected and reported by NDE be valid and accurate.  
Therefore, the Department shall establish indicators of quality to assure validity and 
accuracy of all data.  The Department will also develop other methods to further verify 
the quality of data collected. 
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DATA SYSTEMS 
 
The Department will develop a system to maintain student and teacher data that will 
provide needed accountability.  The data system will be designed to: 

 
● Assure and verify the data quality 
● Reduce the data collection burden upon school districts 
● Provide a means of disaggregating data 
● Be sufficiently flexible to incorporate future needs 
● Protect the privacy and confidentiality of individual teachers and 

students 
  

IMPROVEMENT OVER TIME 
 
The primary intent of data collection and accountability reporting is to guide local and 
statewide school improvement goals and procedures.  At the local level the information 
should assist schools in establishing goals and measuring progress in student 
achievement over time.  At the state level, the information should guide activities to 
assist schools in improving student performance.  The date should especially assist 
schools in developing goals and plans and implementing instructional strategies to 
assure that all students, and especially students with unique needs, successfully 
accomplish the state standards. 
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