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Nebraska State Board of Education Policy: Using School Performance Information for 
Improving Learning 

I.  USE OF SCHOOL PERFORMANCE DATA 
 
It is the policy of the State Board of Education that the information available from the 
Nebraska standards, assessment, and reporting system should be used primarily to 
promote school improvement for improving learning.  The information should assist 
educators, patrons, and policy leaders in reviewing and analyzing successes and needs 
of Nebraska schools and in developing plans, strategies, and models for improved 
learning opportunities in schools and improved learning by all students.  In addition, 
the information should be used to present a comprehensive report of the work in 
progress in Nebraska schools and the results that are achieved.  The State Board 
believes that: 
 
 At the Local District Level 
 

● The staff and community of each school district should study local school 
information on the State of the Schools Report to help identify areas of 
strength and areas for improvement.  (The study should especially focus 
on the ratings assigned for assessment quality and student performance 
at each grade level, information from data disaggregated for groups of 
students, learning opportunities provided through the curriculum, and 
unique demographic circumstances.) 

● School districts should also identify other kinds of information which will 
further assist in determining areas of strength and areas for 
improvement. 

● The information should be used to identify or modify school improvement 
goals and/or plans to improve learning for all students. 

● School districts should, over time, demonstrate improvement in student 
performance on academic standards and in other areas of local priority. 

  
 At the State Level 
 

● Districts achieving high performance and those making significant gains 
should be recognized and encouraged to model effective strategies. 

● Districts with areas of low performance should be assisted in 
implementing strategies and procedures to make needed changes to 
improve assessment quality and student performance. 

● School improvement should be a partnership of local districts, 
educational service units, institutions of higher education, the Nebraska 
Department of Education, and other organizations or agencies. 
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● The Department should provide statewide leadership and support in 
developing and implementing school improvement processes and plans to 
improve learning opportunities, experiences, and performance. 

 
II.  PROCEDURES FOR SUPPORTING QUALITY AND IMPROVING 

STUDENT PERFORMANCE 
 
State level procedures should be established to support quality learning strategies and 
practices, encourage continued improvement in each school district, recognize quality 
assessment and quality performance and practices.  Procedures should also be 
established to implement appropriate interventions for any schools not demonstrating 
actions that result in improvement of the quality of assessment and/or student 
learning.  The Department shall annually issue a State of the Schools Report showing 
ratings of quality of assessment and of student proficiency on standards. 
 
A.  Using Assessment Quality Information 
 
Assessment quality refers to the degree that local assessments meet six recognized 
criteria for technical quality.  In order to use effectively the information from the 
Nebraska system of assessments, the assessment measures and the measurements 
procedures must be of high technical quality.  This is necessary to determine needed 
improvements and to document results.  
 
Therefore, all Nebraska school districts will be rated on the quality of the local 
assessment for the grade levels and standards reported to the Department using 
ratings of “Not Acceptable,” “Acceptable but Needs Improvement,” “Good,” “Very 
Good,” and “Exemplary.”  The ratings will be based on reviews by assessment experts, 
external to the Department of Education, who have received training in the Nebraska 
assessment process, assessment quality criteria, and the assessment portfolio review 
process. 
 
It is essential that the quality of assessment of Nebraska school districts be rated as at 
least “Good.”  Schools having a rating of “Good” are encouraged to continue to refine 
local assessment procedures to reach a rating of “Very Good” or “Exemplary.” 
 
Recognizing Schools With a High Assessment Quality Rating 
 
Ratings of “Very Good” or “Exemplary” are considered high quality.  Recognition 
should be given to schools receiving a high assessment quality rating through 
practices such as the following: 
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● Special recognition
 

 in the State of the Schools Report and other documents 

● Involvement in leadership opportunities
 

 to model quality practices 

● Reduction in requirements for annual submission of assessment quality 
documentation to the Department of Education. 

 
Addressing Schools with a Low Assessment Quality Rating 
 
Ratings of “Not Acceptable” or “Acceptable, but Needs Improvement” are considered 
low quality.  Schools having a low quality assessment rating will be provided support 
and assistance and should participate in activities or procedures to annually improve 
to a rating of at least “Good.”  These combined local and statewide efforts would 
include one or more of the following, as appropriate: 
 
● District-wide staff development sessions

 

 focused on the topics that have been 
challenging to the district. 

● Designation of a local team

 

 to coordinate development of quality assessment 
practices. 

● Work with mentor schools or educators
 

 to improve assessment practices. 

● Continued submission of assessment quality documentation

 

 to NDE for review 
and responses to strengthen local practices. 

● Visitation to the district by other Nebraska educators having experience and 
expertise in assessment to review local assessment plans and procedures and to 
advise in areas of difficulty. 

 
Beginning with the Fall 2003 State of the Schools Report, schools with a low 
Assessment Quality rating (“Not Acceptable” or “Acceptable, but Needs Improvement”) 
should implement procedures to reach at least the next higher rating.  Schools with a 
low assessment quality rating not showing improvement in assessment quality on the 
next State of the Schools Report will be subject to penalties or additional procedures 
related to school accreditation.  (Note:  This will require revision of Rule 10, 
Regulations and Procedures for the Accreditation of Schools.) 
 
B.  Student Performance Rating Information 
 
Student performance refers to the level of student achievement as it relates to the 
state or district standards.  Student performance or achievement is reported at a level  
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of “proficiency.”  “Proficiency” is defined as having fully met the standard or standard.  
Student performance or proficiency shall be reported for each public school building 
and each public school district. 
 
All Nebraska school districts will be rated on the level of student performance on 
standards using ratings of “Not Acceptable,” “Acceptable, but Needs Improvement,” 
“Good,” “Very Good,” or “Exemplary.”  The ratings will be determined through 
procedures conducted by assessment experts external to the Department of Education.  
The procedures will include training based upon the Nebraska standards.  Rating 
criteria will apply to all districts. 
 
The Department shall annually issue a State of the Schools Report to include district 
student performance ratings for grades 4, 8, and 11 for the academic content area 
assessed the previous school year.  (Districts having local standards for grades other 
than 4, 8 and 11 approved by the Department may assess and report performance for 
the approved standards.)  This information should contribute to identification of areas 
of strength and areas of concern to be used in improvement efforts. 
 
Recognizing Schools with High Student Performance Ratings 
 
Recognition should be given to schools receiving a performance rating of “Very Good” 
or “Exemplary” if they also have a high quality assessment.  Recognition may include 
processes such as: 
 
 ● Special listing
 ● 

 in the State of the Schools Report and other documents 
Involvement in leadership

 
 opportunities to model quality practices 

Addressing Schools with Low Student Performance Ratings 
 
Ratings of “Not Acceptable” or “Acceptable, but Needs Improvement” are considered 
low performance.  School districts having a rating of “Not Acceptable” or “Acceptable, 
but Needs Improvement” in any grades or subject areas should participate in intensive 
activities or procedures to improve student learning in areas of need as determined 
through analysis of data.  These activities and procedures should include the following 
as appropriate: 
 
 ● Staff development
 

 sessions focused on topics such as: 

○ Analysis and use of data to identify learning needs for specific 
areas, topics, or groups of students 
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○ Development of school improvement plans and procedures focusing 
on improving learning 

○ Research of effective instructional strategies 
○ Improvement of content knowledge of the subject area 
○ Implementation of learning experiences and strategies that will be 

effective for unique learning needs and specific content areas 
 

● Work in partnership

 

 with schools with high success in the respective 
instructional area, and with resource staff from educational service units, 
institutions of higher education, NDE, etc. 

● Special assistance
 

 through targeted federal or state resources 

● Submission of school improvement plans

 

 and annual progress reports for 
review and input from educational service unit and/or NDE 
representatives 

● Research and implementation

 

 of effective instructional strategies for 
needs identified through disaggregation of data 

● Visitation to the school

 

 by teams of representatives with expertise in the 
areas of need 

● Work with on-site coaches
 

 to assist in areas of need 

Beginning with the Fall 2003 State of the Schools Report, schools with a low student 
performance rating (“Not Acceptable” or “Acceptable, but Needs Improvement”) should 
immediately initiate procedures to increase student performance on standards.  
Schools not increasing student performance and/or the performance rating on 
academic standards after a three-year period of time will be subject to penalties or 
additional procedures related to accreditation.  (Note:  This will require revision of 
Rule 10, Regulations and Procedures for the Accreditation of Schools.) 
 
C.  Other Information Contributing to School Improvement Planning 
 
Schools should consider supplemental data in addition to information in the State of 
the Schools Report to incorporate goals as needed to address other areas of priority 
within the district.  This may be based upon information such as the following: 
 

● Disaggregated data indicating that any specific populations of students 
are demonstrating low performance and, therefore, are in need of special 
assistance. 
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● Information available locally through other types of norm-reference or 
criterion-referenced assessments, interviews, surveys, etc. 

 
● Statewide initiatives supporting needs of Nebraska students. 
 
● Course taking patterns of students. 
 
● Attendance. 
 
● Graduation rates. 
 
● Drop out rates. 

 
Such data may further support or document local needs or may help identify 
circumstances to be addressed in establishing improvement strategies. 
 

III.  CONCLUSION 
 

All schools should be continually involved in school improvement processes and 
strategies to address local needs and to implement plans and strategies for improving 
student learning.  Therefore, the State Board of Education will continue to work in 
partnership with others to support and encourage all schools in helping all Nebraska 
students successfully meet Nebraska standards. 
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