Improve Children’s School Readiness
with HeadsUp! Reading!
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HeadsUp! Readingis a proven, innovative 30-hour college courseon early literacy.
Participants can learn in both English and Spanish

Based on research from the National Academy of Sciences and other leading work, HeadsUp! Reading is taught by a
diverse faculty of leaders in early childhood research and practice. Led by Sue Bredekamp, Ph.D. and Jerlean Danidl,
Ph.D., leading expert faculty teach the latest knowledge on key early literacy learning concepts and strategies.

Course Schedule

Orientation
Course overview. Introduction to distance education. Definition of early
literacy; Connection between early experience and reading success.

Orientation
(Taped re-broadcast. See description from 1/15 Orientation class)

A1 Curriculum

Creating a literacy-rich environment. Teaching strategies that promote
literacy learning. Using curriculum to build vocabulary and background
knowledge.

B1 Curriculum

A continuum of effective teaching strategies to support children’s
literacy learning from least direct to most direct. Scaffolded
instruction.

A2 Assessment

Describing and using the continua of reading, writing and language
development to assess children’s progress; adapting teaching and
curriculum.

B2 Assessment

Setting challenging but achievable literacy goals for all children.
Assessing children’s progress. The realities of cultural and linguistic
diversity. Involving families

A3 Talking

Describing interactions that support language development. How
language and literacy interrelate. Strategies for second language
learners.

B3 Talking

How rich curriculum studies support language development.
Supporting language and literacy development for 2nd language
learners.

A4 Playing
Using literacy-enhanced play environments to support reading and
writing development. The role of play in literacy development.

B4 Playing

Describing the connections between play, literacy-learning, and
curriculum, and the teacher's role in play. Using play to support
learning elements of narrative.

A5 Reading

Describing expectations and setting goals for children’s literacy
learning. Reading-aloud to promote vocabulary, phonemic & print
awareness and comprehension.

B5 Reading

Note: Include your families tonight

Defining & promoting print awareness & book handling skills.
Developmentally and culturally appropriate books and software.
Using the library. Involving parents.

A6 Writing

Describing appropriate expectations for children’s writing development.
Connections between reading and writing development. How to engage
children in writing.

B6 Writing

How writing supports print awareness, alphabet knowledge &
phonemic awareness. Engaging children in different forms and
functions of print. Using technology to promote writing.

A7 Learning the Code
Defining and describing the importance of phonological & phonemic
awareness. Teaching strategies to develop phonological awareness.

B7 Learning the Code
Alphabetic principle and strategies to teach it. Using code learning
throughout the day & across the curriculum; cultural/linguistic diversity.

Cross-cutting themes addressed throughout the course:
Involving families, linguistic and cultural diversity, serving
children with special needs, engaging in intentional teaching,
and motivating children to become readers and writers.
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