Distance Education Equipment Reimbursements and Incentives

The process for enhancing distance education across Nebraska had been presented in LB 1208 during the 2006 Legislative session. This information can now be found in current state statue at http://www.unicam.state.ne.us/web/public/research. A search for “Distance Education” will direct you to Sections 79-1336 and 79-1337. Rule 89 has been re-drafted based on the language in LB 1208. In fact, it is basically a copy and paste straight from the statue. The current draft version of Rule 89 can be found at http://www.nde.state.ne.us/TECHCEN/DistanceEducation.html. The public hearing of the draft Rule 89 will occur on May 11, 2007 at 1:00pm in the Nebraska Department of Education, State Board Room, 301 Centennial Mall South, 6th Floor, Lincoln, NE.

Distance Education reimbursements for equipment, which includes hardware, software, and installation will paid on or before August 1 during the year applied for. This is for fiscal years August 1, 2007-08 through August 1, 2013-14. The application process is set to begin June 1, 2007 and be completed on or before July 1, 2007 so NDE can process payment by August 1st. This reimbursement would be for hardware, software, and or installation to upgrade distance education classrooms up to $20,000 per LB1208. Equipment purchased on or after July 14, 2006 through fiscal year 2013-14 qualify for reimbursement. 

The application for the reimbursements will be processed through NDE’s portal and Grants Management System. This will be done at the district level similar to other NDE allocations. Each ESU with only one DL classroom will be allocated $20,000 to budget within the system for reimbursement. The first part of the application will ask for ESU contact information. The second part will require a description of the hardware, software, and or installation detailing how these purchases will be used for distance education. A statment of assurances will be reviewed “checked” by the applicant. Among these assurances are provisions stated in LB 1208 and Rule 89 that a four year commitment must be upheld to send or receive the equivalent of two semester courses per year or one year long course. The allocations will be entered into the budget detail section as appropriate by activity and object code. Any unused funds from the total district allotment in the application period will be entered in object code 600 (Travel/Professional Development). Obviously object code 600 is not valid for this program, but it is a way for us to set the funding aside for future allowable distance education reimbursements. There is a feature to check a box indicating receipts for equipment pending reimbursement will be mailed to NDE or an “upload” button to submit an electronic version of the receipts. This could be a scanned image of the original receipt or an exported file from your accounting system. This will be cross referenced with the description portion of the application. Instructional materials in the form of handouts and videos to assist in the application process will be shared soon.

The incentives payments for distance education courses will be handled in a similar process to the equipment reimbursements through the NDE Grants Management System. As stated in statute and repeated in Rule 89, NDE will provide distance education incentives for fiscal years 2007-08 through 2015-16. So courses sent during the upcoming 2007-08 schools year will qualify for incentive payments after the application on August 1, 2008 to be paid on Sept. 1, 2008. The incentive payments are contingent upon courses delivered across Network Nebraska, coordinated by the Distance Education Council through the on-line scheduling system, and commitment to send courses for four years. The on-line application will request information stated in statute and repeated in Rule 89. This information will consist of the course title, number of students, location(s), cost grouping, and type of course. The information in the application will be cross referenced with the Distance Education Council’s on-line scheduling system reports which contain further detail. The incentive payment application will go live early spring of 2008. Instructional materials in the form of handouts and videos to assist in the application process will be shared.

Additional information and question/answer sessions will be planned throughout the process as needed. Gordon Rothemeyer, Distance Education Council and Mike Kozak, NDE are available for questions and comments anytime. A session at Administrators Days is scheduled during the “NDE Day”. Please check the agenda once it is published.

Michael Kozak

Director, Learning Technologies

Nebraska Department of Education

402-471-0533

