


LB 1208 Distance Education - Brief Summary
NDE Response to 2006 Legislation

NDE Website

· http://www.nde.state.ne.us/TECHCEN/DistanceEducation.html

Participants

· Educational entity, for the purposes of access to Network Nebraska, means a school district, an approved or accredited private, denominational, or parochial school, an educational service unit, a community college, a state college, the University of Nebraska, or a nonprofit private postsecondary educational institution.

· School districts and Educational Service Units may receive reimbursement and incentive payments.

· Approved or accredited private, denominational, or parochial schools may purchase courses
Reimbursement for Equipment

· For hardware and software purchased after 07.14.06

· Limited to $20,000 total through 2013-14 for each high school and Educational Service Unit

· May include installation costs

· Required four year commitment to send or receive two-way interactive video distance learning courses through the Distance Education Council each semester or equivalent of two semester courses each year

Incentive Funding for Distance Education Course Provision and Use
· Available for 2007-08 through 2015-16

· Distance Education Units:

· 1 for each two-way interactive course received

· 1 for each two-way interactive course sent

· 1 for each non-two-way interactive course sent to a district in the sparse or very sparse costing grouping

· 2 for each two-way interactive course sent to a district in the sparse or very sparse costing grouping

· Value of Distance Education Unit will equal the funds available divided by the number of Units earned but not greater than $1,000
Network Nebraska

· Network Nebraska is a statewide high capacity telecommunications network to be developed by the Chief Information Officer in partnership with the University of Nebraska.

· Network Nebraska is to be accessible to all school districts, ESUs, community colleges, state colleges, and the University of Nebraska.

· The Network is to connect all the entities as soon as feasible but no later than July 1, 2012.

Chief Information Officer

The CIO is charged to:

· Bid for equipment and software of school districts, ESUs and other entities;

· Developing and maintaining the Network Nebraska telecommunications network;

· Establish a cost structure based on actual costs plus administrative expenses; and

· Apply on behalf of school districts requesting to be part of an aggregate application for federal Universal Service Funds.
Distance Education Council Duties Include:
· Provide access to lists of qualified distance education courses

· Collect and provide school schedules

· Facilitate scheduling for courses

· Broker courses to be purchased

· Assess needs and evaluate distance education services

· Comply with NITC technical standards and NDE distance education standards

· In cooperation with the Chief Information Officer,  prioritize access to Network Nebraska 
· Administer learning management systems

· Coordinate with ESUs and postsecondary institutions to provide assistance for instructional design
ESU Responsibility

· On July 1, 2007, ESUs will assume responsibility for distance education services that are being provided through a consortium.  Distance education interlocal agreements will terminate on June 30, 2007.  A meeting of the consortium school superintendents is to be held by December 31, 2006, to choose the successor ESU for consortium assets and liabilities.  Assets and liabilities including staff and service provider contracts will be transferred on July 1, 2007.

· ESUs may purchase services and instructional services for resale only to the entities defined in 1208 (school district, a private, denominational, or parochial school, an educational service unit, a community college, a state college, the University of Nebraska, or a nonprofit private postsecondary educational institution).
· ESUs are to provide capacity to receive and transmit distance education courses on at least a regional basis beginning August 1, 2007.
· School districts may annually elect prior to a date determined by the ESUs not to connect to such telecomputing resources.
· The leasing or purchase of and planning for telecomputing or distance education is to meet the standards set by the Nebraska Information Technology Commission.
· Funds appropriated are to be distributed proportionally to each ESU based on fall membership of member districts in the previous fiscal year.  Special allocation provisions are made for the ESUs with the lowest populations.
TEEOSA Changes
· 79-1003 Sec.4(1) Expanded definition of ADJUSTED GENERAL FUND EXPENDITURES to include distance education and telecommunications allowance

· 79-1003 Sec.4(13) Defined distance education and telecommunications allowance

· 79-1003 Sec.4(43) Expanded the calculation of TEMPORARY AID ADJUSTMENT  to include distance education and telecommunications allowance for 2007-08 and thereafter
· 79-1007.02 Sec. 4(b) Expanded the calculation of FORMULA NEED to include the district’s distance education and telecommunications allowance for 2007-08 and thereafter

· 79.1018.01 Sec. (3) Expanded the definition of RECEIPTS for calculation of LOCAL SYSTEM FORMULA RESOURCES to include receipts for the entities (listed above) for providing distance education courses.

· 79-1028 Sec.  9  Allows schools to exceed their allowable growth rate by the amount received from their district’s provision of distance education courses

· 79-1028 Sec. 10 allows schools to exceed their allowable growth rate by the amount paid in 2006-07 to a distance learning consortium.
Additional Information
· NDE will be posting a Distance Education Specialist position

· Statewide eRate Application Activity Group
· Contacts:
· Michael Kozak, Director Learning Technologies, NDE, mike.kozak@nde.ne.gov 

· Tom Rolfes, Education Information Technology Manager, NITC, tom.rolfes@nitc.ne.gov
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