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Westside Middle School is an exemplary model of quality career education content, project-based learning and real-world applications.  Examples that this award recognizes include:
· Career Education posters displayed in the main entrance of the school and the Nebraska Career Education Model posters in every classroom throughout the building.
· The Nebraska Career Education Model integrated throughout all courses and studied intensely by students in exploratory classes.  The Engage! career education curriculum is also included in the Business and Technology course.
· Business and Technology students creating their first online resumé in seventh grade and saving it in their Google account.  They add to/delete from it throughout high school and beyond. Students also create a cover letter and learn about interviewing via NebraskaCareerConnections.org.
· Seventh and eighth grade students completing various career interest inventories to confirm or deny their interests.  Eighth grade students access a website, developed by the WMS Technology Staff, and enter their top four career clusters.  Results are compiled and the number of morning sessions represented in each career cluster on Career Day in May are determined by these student interest results.
· Hosting the annual Career Day for all eighth grade students that includes:
· a keynote plus students attending sessions represented by their career cluster interests identified from previous career interest inventories
· community professionals recruited by Volunteer Council members (adult volunteers in our district) 
· arranging and attending a job shadow and asking key questions to confirm or deny the student's interest 
· creating a thank-you letter in Language Arts class for the person involved in the student's job shadow
· reflecting on their job shadow experience by completion of a handout that we created in conjunction with the Nebraska Career Education Model at NebraskaCareerConnections.org
· Integrating career education lessons in every content area and grade level (seventh and eighth grades)
Students interacting with career professionals in multiple formats including cell phone conference calls, Skype, email question/answer, not just the traditional classroom presentation.
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