Outstanding Business Partner Award
Kawasaki Motors Manufacturing Corp.,U.S.A.
[image: F:\NCE Conference-2016\Awards\Outstanding Business Partner-Kawasaki\Stacked K Kawasaki-black.jpg]Kawasaki Motors Manufacturing Corp., USA (KMM) is committed to partnering with educators and educational institutions to develop the next and future generations of highly skilled technical employees. For the United States to remain competitive in a global economy, we must lead young people into careers where they will build great things. KMM’s partnerships and connections include:
· Support for The Career Academy in Lincoln in the form of monetary donation, equipment and guest speakers. Jim Townsend is a consulting member of the TCA board. Besides his work on the TCA board, Townsend is also involved with:
· NDE’s STEM Strategy Meetings
· The Statewide Mathematics and Science Partnerships Committee
· Project Lead The Way (PLTW) Partnership Team
· The TCA Pathway Support Team 
· Support and consultation with other career academy programs in Nebraska.
· Partnerships with Southeast Community College and Central Community College providing plant tours, mock interviews and internships to students in technical disciplines.
· Through events like MFG Day and relationships with teachers of career education and industrial technology classes over 700 high school students tour the KMM facilities each year.
· Employees providing support for Junior Achievement by going into the classrooms of Lincoln area schools.
· KMM supports the University of Nebraska Formula Racing Team.
· UNL Skilled & Technical Science Teaching Program support providing scholarships, paid internships and work experience for future educators.
· Scholarship support for UNL, LPS, Community Colleges, NE Independent Colleges and NE Wesleyan. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Recently, Governor Ricketts and his cabinet visited KMM for an introduction to the tenets and practices of Kawasaki Production System and Business Office philosophy for application to state operations.
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